
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



C.IXHS.3.H.I0 




HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



r 



TWELVE 

DISCOURSES 



O N 



DIFFERENT SUBJECTS. 



B y 

GEORGE ISAAC HUNTINGFORD, D. D, 

Warden of St. Mary's College, Winchester. 



LONDON: 

Printed forT. Cadell jun. and W. Davies (Succc/Tors 
to Mr. Cadell) in the Strand, 

' M DCC XCV. 






-jj^ARD COLt>, 




M>^.^ 



'*t^ 



/LH'ViM^ 






T O 
THE REVEREND 

Mr. R O G E R S, 

Of BERKELEY in SOMERSETSHIRE. 
DEAR SIR, 

T^ROM the commencement of our 
friendfliip has elapfed a period of 
thirty years : and during that time 
there has fcarcely ever arifen between 
us any difference of opinion. Thus 
long habituated to coincide with 
you in fentiment on other points, 
my mind is now anxious that all its 
ideas fliould correfpond with your 
conceptions on fubjeds of religion. 
A 2 Under 



IV DEDICATION. 

Under the impreffion of this folici- 
tude, it prefents to you a tranfcript 
of its reiearches, meditations, and 
reafonings on thofe moft ferious and 
interefting^ concerns, exhibited irt 
the following Difcourfes. In them 
are briefly difcufled fome principal 
dodrines of Ghriftianity; doctrines, 
which with the moft fcrupulous 
enquiry we have deliberately exa- 
mined ; which in our moft mature 
judgement, formed on irrefiftible 
convidipn, we acknowledge and 
embrace as founded on truth; which 
(in juftice let it be^dded) you ftrive 
to obferve ; and which, amidft the 
independence of affluent circum- 
ftances, from a deep fenfe of their 
importance, you diligently ajid con- 
fcientioufly preach. 

3 To 



DEDICATION. 

To a man thus intimately con- 
neded by friendfliip, and thus 
highly refpedable in charader, the 
utmoft efteem is defervedly due 
from, 

DEAR SIR, 

Your afFeftionate, 

and fincerc Friend, 

t 

GEORGE ISAAC HUNTINGFORD. 



WuJCHESTER College, 
May 13, 1795. 



A3 



PREFACE. 



TF any fhould remark, what is obvioufly 
the cafe, that the fame thoughts recur 
in different Difcourfes, they are requefted 
to confider, that there are fome leading 
points of religion, which can never be too 
often inculcated. Such are, the Dodrine 
of Redemption, the Neceffity of Prayer, 
and Man's abfolute Dependence on GoB. 

Should the accurate Reader of Holy 
Writ obferve, that frequently the Texts of 
Scripture are not quoted exadly as they 
are found in the Old and New Teftament, 
he is defired to remember, that in feveral 
parts the objedt is not fo much to cite 
whole verfes, as to apply Scripture lan- 
guage, and interweave it in the general 
ftyle of the Difcourfes. 

If 



▼Hi PREFACE. 

If thofe, whom either profeffional duty, 
or Terious inclination, has 'led to be COn- 
verfant with works on Divinity, ihould per- 
ceive (as they will) that the Difcourfes are 
indebted to writings, before publifhed, it is 
acknowledged, without hefitation, that fome 
thoughts were fuggefted, and others con- 
firmed,' by Authors hereafter tnehtibntd; 
to whom, if dead, oblig:ition$ are repaid 
with reverence and gratitude; if liviiig, 
with refpedl and efteemi 

Thu« rhuch having been primifed, the 
Difcourfes may now be fent into the World. 
- .Cenfurablc they are doubtlefs for many im- 
peifedions; biit furely not for their en- 
deavours ftill to prefervii and ch€rifh a 
knowledge of Chriftian dodrines, arid an 
obfervancc of Chriftian duties, in this 
-Nation. ; . ' 



CONTENT S^ 



DISCOURSE I. 

The Duty of Ministers to preach the 
Gospel, and its genuine Dodrines 

£ Cor. iv. 5. We preach not our/elves^ 
but Chrtft Jefus the Lord. Page I 

DISCOURSE 11. 

On receiving the Gospel with Meekness 
and HuiyiiLiTy. 

St. James, i. 21. Receive with meek^ 
' nefs the engrafted Wofd, which is 
able to fave your fouls. . - .28, 



PIS- 



CONTENTa 

DISCOURSE III. 

On Redi;mption through Christ* 

Isaiah. Ixiii. g. In all their afflidt-- 
lon^ he was offltEled; and the An- 
gel of bis Prefence faved them ; in 
bis love and in his pity he redeemed' 
them ; and he bare them^ and carried 
them all the days of old. - 59 

D I S C O U R S E IV. 

Duty of accepting and obferving the 
Gospel Revelation, and of paying 
Religious Worfhip to Christ. 

Heb. ii. 3. How Jhall we efcaj>ey if we 
negleSlfo great Salvation ? - 88 

DISCOURSE V. 

Jesus is the Christ and the Son of 
Gob; proved particularly from St. 
. John's Gofpel. 

St. John. xx. 31. The/e are written 
that ye might believe that Jesus is 

tbi 



V 



CONTENTS- ri 

the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing ye might have life 
through his name. - ii6 

DISCOURSE VI. 

The Jews inexcufable for judging according 
to Appearances. 

St. John. vii. 24. Judge not according 
to the appearance^ but judge righteous 
judgment. - - 146 

^ 

DISCOURSE VII. 

On the Choice of Friends j and reading 
the Scriptures. 

Psalm i. i, 2. BleJJed is the man that 
walketh not in the counfel of the un-- 
godly y nor Jlandeth in the way of 
fnnersy nor fttteth in the feat of the 
fcornful: but his delight is in the Law 
of the Lordy and in his Law doth he 
meditate day and night. - - 1 68 



-D I S- 



xil CONTENTS. 

DISCOURSE VIIL 
The Neceffity of Vigilance and Prayer. 

St. Matth. xxvi. 41. Watch and' ' 
pray^ that ye enter not into tempta* 
tion. - - 196 

DISCOURSE IX. 
Vi<3:ory by Faith, over External Condition, 
Inward Temper, and Infirmities of 
Mortality. 

I St. John. v. 4. Whatfoever is born 
of God overcometh the world; and 
this is the vi£tory that overcometh 
the worlds even our Faith. - 219 

DISCOURSEX. 

The Satisfadions derived from Religion 
are more pure, permanent, and efFedual 
towards the Attainment of Happinefe^ 
' than the Pleafures of the World. 

St. John. xiv. 27. My peace I give 
unto you ; not as the World givethy 
give I unto you. - -• 245 

DIS- 



CONTENTS. 3tHi 

DISCOURSE XL 

On Thanksgiving for the Fruits of 
the Earth. 

Psalm Ixv. 12. Thou crowncjl the 
year with thy goodnefs. '- 270 

DISCOURSE XII. 

God the original Author of all Bleflings 
enjoyed by Man. 

2 CoR. X. 17. He that glorkth^ let 
him glory in the Lord. - 291 



An APPENDIX, 

Containing Authorities, which 
prove that Expedations of Future 
Existence have prevailed univer- 
fally throughout the Wcrld. 315 



DIS. 




DISCOURSE I. 

The Duty of Ministers to preach the 
GospEi,, and its genuine Dodlrines. 



2 Cor. iv. 5. 

JVe preach not our/elves^ but Cbrijl Jefus 
the Lord. 

f^lk^O^ E N themfelves, and living as they disc, 
j^ M ^ do in focial intercourfe with n^en, , ^* 
k^^j^ the Minifters of the Gofpel natu- 
rally wifli to retain the friendftiip of fome,,. 
to gain efteem from others, and to defer vc 
refpe<a from all: arid if by exchange of 
good offices, by marks of attention, by in- 
B termixing 



2 The Duty of Minipri 

DISC, tcrmixing with engagements of innocent 
pleafure, by compliance with cuftoms and 
humours, in themfelves indifferent, and in 
their confequences not of criminal ten- 
dency ; if by means fo reafonable, and 
accommodation fo proper, they can fecure 
to themfelves thofe comforts of fociety, 
which all men of right affe£tiond defireand 
enjoy, they not only may\ but, if pdfllble^ 
Jhould^ endeavour to adopt thofe methods 
by which either ptivate or public regard is 
to be acquired. Thus much the world may 
juftly expeS of them, and may maktf it 
the condition on which it will beftow its 
iifual civilities and general courtefies. But 
there are points, in which the world can- 
not reafonably expeft accommodation in 
the minifters of religion : fuch are, prac- 
tices inconfiftent with teiftperance and pu- 
rity ; compliances incompatible with their 
circumftances, age, and fituation ; anions, 
that would be injurious to the charaSer of 
themfelves and their order j fubmiffion of 
their own confcience in what they know a:nd 
feel right, to the fancies of the capricious, 

or 
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or the errors of the miftaken. In points Disc, 
of this nature, the Minifters of the Gofpel ^ 
Ihould mot be required to ihew accommo- 
dation : it would be an abje£t fervility, and 
a bafe betraying of the caufe they are en- 
gaged to fupport, if for the fake of moment- 
ary and illrgrounded applaufe they could 
yield themfelves to dp evil of any kind ; 
more particularly if they could fo far dif- 
grace their fundion, as to pervert the end 
for v\rhich they were appointed Teachers of 
Religion. By the world then they fliould 
ndt be required to u& accommodation in the 
very bufmefs they have folemnly undertaken 
to difcharge, the preaching of Gofpel Truths. 
The Gofpel Truths are of a permanent 
nature, ** the fame yefterday, to-day, ^nd 
^ for ever "." Repents^nce, converfion from 
lin, the difcharge of pofitive duties, faith 
in Chrift, acceptance of Him as a Re- 
deemer, the certainty of a foture life, 
and the worfhip of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit united in One Godhead ; thefe 
were the doctrines delivered at the promul- 

A^ Hcb. xiii. ^, 

* B 2 gation 



4 7i&^ Duty of Mimjlcrs 

D I s C. gation cf the Gofpel, the ^o.arines, which 
1,^.^^,:..^ ftill pervade, conftitute, an^ particularife 
the Chriftian fyftem of religion, the doc- 
trines which every honeft and faithful mi- 
nifter is bound, on proper occafipns, - to 
explain and incul<;ate. Be it fo, that of 
the world fome may not be di/pofed to part 
with their favourite fins; fome may not 
approve of the folemn and ftri<3: inhibitions 
which the Gofpel lays on every fprt of 
immorality; fome m^y fpndly e.ntertai|;i 
notions refpe£ling Gc^ arid man, virtue 
and religion, framed acc;ordi«g to their pw,n 
conceits, ^d widely different from the 
principles of the GoJ5pel;,.yet the Minifter^ 
^f the Golpel are i^Hher tp palliate vice, 
nor humour paffions; neither to new fornat, 
nor keep back the (kx^rincp of the Go^el^ 
whatever may be th$ chapges and turns 
i)f opinion that m^y^prevail in the wprl^ 
on fubjeds of religion. A difjplay of their 
own abilities, a Ihew of their own ingpr 
nuity, is^ not, their province : like tb^ 
learned apoftle of the Gentiles^ tbey ai:^ 
to difcard all a|Fe£lation pf fuperior un- 
'. ^ 4 * , derftanding, 
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derftanding, they are to "deliver that DISC. 
*' which they have received y " not walk- 
** ing incraftinefs, nor handling the Word 
" of God deceitfully ; but by mahifefta- 
" tion of the truth, commending them- 
" felves to every man's confcience, in the 
** fight of God\** According to this rule 
muft be the preaching of Minifters; and if 
their preaching be thus directed, if they 
** preach not themfelves, but Chrift Jefus 
" the Lord," not merely their own fpecu- 
lations, but the plain truths revealed, con- 
firmed, and enjoined by our Saviour, then 
may their words claim attention from 
their hearers, through reverence to Him 
in whofe name and authority they arc 
fpoken. 

Under the deepeft fenfe of duty, oblig- 
ing us to conform our preaching either to 
the exprefs letter, or to the faireft and 
cleareft interpretation of Scripture, an ex- 
pofition of fome principal Chriftian doc- 
trines fhall be laid before you. 

* I Cor. xi. 23. * 2 Cor. iv, 2* 

B 1 The 



6 Tht Duty of Mtnijitrs 

B I s C. The Gofpel contains a gracious offer 
of pardon from God to the finfiil race t/i 
men. But let U8 not deceive ourfelves in 
mifunderftanding or mifapplying this mer- 
ciful difpenfation* The offer made, is not 
unconditional ; nor are the terms of our 
pardon fuch, ^ to require no concern, no 
labour, on our fide. God, as a Being of 
perfedk hoUne^ cannot behold iniquity in 
Others without dHapprobation. It is rea- 
fonable, as^weH as fcriptural, to conclude, 
that the meafure of his difapprobation mufi 
Ve in proportion to thte wilful purpofe with 
which we offend. The fervant, in the 
parable, who refiifed to employ advan- 
Cageoufly the talent, which his maftcr h^d 
given him for the exprefe end of its being 
improved, was feverely punifhed as *^ a 
^* wicked feryant*:'^ the aggravation pf 
Ills offence was, that he intentionally and 
defignedly^difobeyed. The cafe is the fame 
^ilh Us. To thofe, who ar^ fo corrupt in 
principle, and fo determ;ined on purfuing 

^ St. Luke, xix. ^^. 

their 
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their vicious courfcs, that they will pur- Disc. 
pofely and avowedly perfift in grofs im- 
moralities, the Gofpel conveys no pardon : 
as fuch men are not reconciled to God, fo 
neither can God be reconciled to them. 
" What fellowfhip hath righteoufnefs with 
^^ unrighteoufnefs; what communion hatU 
" light with darknefs, and what con- 
•^ cord hath Chrift with Beliar?" The 
language of Chrift is, " Repent •;" " Ex- 
** cept ye be converted, ye fhall not enter 
" into the kingdom of heaven ^" The 
language of hb Apoftles is, ^^ Repent and 
** be converted"." " Let every one that 
*^ nameth the name of Chrift, depart fron^ 
" iniquity •." From thefe declarations it 
evidently follows, that whoever, witl;i fixed 
refolution and obftinate perverfen^s, wi^l 
perfift in doing what he knows to be finful, 
and will continually make choice of what 
his own confcience tells him to be wicked, 
fuch a perfon can have no hopes of Divine 

» 3 Cor. vi. 14. • St. Mark, i. 15. 

^ St. Matth. xviii. 3. ' A^^ iii. 19. 

* Z Tim. u. 19* 

B 4 pardon, 



8 Th Duty of Minifiers 

DISC, pardon, either under the religion of the 
iL . ^J- ., _f Gofpfeli nor under what is cialled the re- 
Itgrdii'^^f Nature "^ Depravity fo averfe 
from all right condufl:, fo audacious as to 
violate all ' the laws of morality, with a 
heart diredly meaning to tranfgrefs them, 
cannot pqAibly be an objedk of Divine fa- 
vour, eitfegr in this or a future life ! Even 
among meta, "the firft ftep towards regain- 
: .Ini feift-efteem, is to relinquifh the faults', 
^y which their efteem has been forfeited : 
fo under the Gofpel difpehfatioti; the' firft: 
ad required is, that we fhould <repent ; 
i.e. fhould bewail and forfake our paft 
fins, before we can be confidered as under 
the covenant of God's mercy ! * . 

The fincerity of repentance can in no 

other manner be effedually fhewn than 

by converfion; i.e. by leaving our fins, 

and turning our hearts and fouls unto God 

^ ' « 

arrt rri^ niJiu^ia^, wo^aoffssrM t9hPV9 ratna nana ovtuc^ ov 

' i '" f ' ,• * ^- * ' 

fMfOP tv roiq yo/xo(r> oPiXot* ttay i} (pvcri^ avrif to(( ay^a^oig llOf^^f^o^i 

Kai 70K ayS^wTrwi^ ijdvi ^tof^ix^r. Dl MOSTH. Of^i rtfum* S. Try. 

and 
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and his laws. *^ If the wicked will turn DISC 
** from all the fins that he hath cotnmitted*, 
" and keep all my ftatutes, arid do that 
** which is lawful and right, he fliall furdy 
" live, he fhall not die",*' fays God by 
hifr Prophet. ^ *^ Not every one that faith 
" unto me Lord, Lorxl, ihall enter into 
** the kingdom of heaven, but he that 
^ doth the vi\\\ of my Father which is in 
^* heaven "," ^^ ^he expf^ declaration of 
our Saviour. *' If any man be in Chrift, 
" 'he is a new creature^^^^ according to the 
language of St. Paul.* The teft of pro- 
feflion in all caic? is fuitable adion. It 
will' Vd^' but rhp^ocrify towards: God, and 
jSIf-deceit in ourfelves, to pretend forrow 
for our paft offences, unlefs we endeavour 
to pradife the virtues, which are diredly 
contrary to the vices we would be thought 
to have forfaken. We muft keep the fta- 
tutes, and do according to the laws of God ; 
muft execute the will of our heavenly 
Father; muft pafs from former ;tOK new 

" Ezek. xviii. 21. ^* St. Wlatrh, vii. 21. 

*' 2 Cor. V. 17. 

habits, 



lo The Duty of MiHyicrs 

b I s C. habits, new thoughts, new defires, if we 
would be realy not barely nominal^ Chrift- 
ians; and if» as fuch, we would fecure 
to ourfelves the hope of God's favour, 
which alone can fpeak peace to the foul ! 

The neceflSity of pra^ifing God's laws, 
snakes xkt perfed knowledge and frequent 
recolledion of them indifpenfably requifite. 
The Minifters of the Gofpel therefore can- 
not deviate from their province, when they 
lay open the extent, and expUia the fpuit 
of Ghriftian commandments. 

Chrift came to renew the original moral 
laws, which had been given to man at the 
creation, and had been confirmed again 
under the Jewifli difpenfation. The falfe 
interpretations, which had perverted thdfe 
laws from thtir primitive meaning, he re- 
moved and corre€fced : the narrow fenfe, in 
which many of them had been confined 
and limited, he enlarged and extended: 
the acquiefcence, with which many con- 
tented themfelves by ohferving merely the 
letter, he reproved and forbad, by enforcing 
obfervance of the laws rather according to 

their 
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their fpirit '% than to their exprefs words : D I S-C. 
he appointed two ordinances, which fliould 
fuperfede the JewiOi inftitutions; and in a 
particular manner enjoined on his difciples 
the moft unbounded benevolence and uni-<» 
verfal charity. 

The foundation of all moral and Ghriftian 
laws is laid in the acknowledgment, re- 
verence, and worfliip of God. Under 
thefe three heads may be comprifed the 
Jitbfiance of the firft table ; but the (everal 
duties implied by thefe terms, will branch 
into many particulars. 

Is God to be acknowledged by us? Th« 
proof of our belief that there is a Supreme 
Being, who is the Firft Caufe and Protedor 
of all things exifling, muft be not in mere 
verbal profeffion, but in adiions diat demoQ«» 
ftrate a true fenfe of devotion. Shall we fay 
then, that the man who is fp enflaved td 
his vices, as to love criminal pleafures more 
than the fober duties c^ religion ; ihall w< 
fay that the man, who is fo bafely avarici- 

fzowiTu Arist. Rhet* i. 14. 

ous, 



la ^be Duty of Minijlers 

DISC, ous, as to facrifice every con fideration to 
the one and fole objedl of accumulating 
riches ; fhall we fay that the man, who is 
fo proud and arrogant, as to exclude froni 
the world the interpofition of Providence, 
and to impute all fuccefs of hrs enterprifes 
to his own wifdom or his own valour, 
independently of the divine counfels and 
bleffing; fhall we fay that fuch men fhew 
they acknowledge God ? Whatever may be 
the deductions of their founder reafoning 
and more ferious reflexion, yet at leaft they 
muft confefs, that as their lives and condudl 
are ia . direct contradidion to their prin- 
ciples, they give room for fufpicion that 
their principles themfelves are neither fo 
rightly conceived, nor fo firmly fettled, as 
to produce effeds correfponding with a 
belief, that to God they owe their exiftencc 
and faculties, and that by his appointment 
the eventual termination of all our en* 
deavours is direded and concluded. 

Is God to be reverenced by us? Our 
hearts and fouls fhould be deeply impreffed 
with a fenfe of fear and love, awe and gra- 
titude. 
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tku3e, veneration and piety towards God, DISC, 
fo that his will fhould be the guide, and 
his glory the ultimate end of all our 
adions. But according to this, which is 
the Ghriftian's perfuafion, what opinion 
can be formed of thofe, who proftitute fine 
abilities to the purpofe of diminifliing the 
regard due to religion ; or of thofe, who 
profane the name of God by the abo- 
minable cuftom of habitual fwearingj or 
of thofe, who, in defiance of God and man, 
do impioufly appeal unto the Almighty for 
the truth of what they know and mean to 
be a falfehood ? It cannot be a cenfure either 
fevere or unjuft, to pronounce that he has 
little fenfe of reverence towards God, who 
can eafily be reconciled either to impiety, or 
blafphemy, or perjury. 

The wcffhip of God is enjoined us* 
Not the bare obfervance of ftated ceremo- 
nies, nor the exa6t repetition of prefcribed 
forms, will be adequate to the notion of 
true worfliip: for though ceremonies are 
requifite and forms neceflary, yet they can 
be but the means, not the end and fubftanc6 

of 
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DISC, o^worflxip! The heart muft be lifted iifJ 
I with inward adoration towards that beiiefi*^ 
cent and gracious Beings whofe goodnefs 
no language can fufficiently defcribe, whofe 
mercies no praife can fully extol I and he^ 
that wiflies to difcharge the duty of worfhip 
in this rational manner, will never think 
the fervice of God an irkfome taflc^ not be 
fatisfied with barely frequentlpg the public 
aflemblies in the church at fixed periods* 
On every day, but more particularly on thd 
Sabbath, he will recolIe£t the bleflingd 
vouchfafed him from God, and render unta 
him the facrifice of thankfgiving. Are there 
then thofe, who will not perform even the 
ceremonial parts of religion ? are there thofe 
who live as thoughtlefs of God, as though 
he exifted not ? are there thofe, who would 
deprive us of the comforts^ the improvement, 
the fpiritual bleflings derived to us from the 
Sabbaths? Surely fuch men, as they do 
not defire, fo neither do they deferve to be 
numbered among the worfhippers of God# 
As from the laws of the firft table wc[ 
learn to acknowledge, reverence, and 
13 worfhip 
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worihip God, fo by thofe of the fecond we DISC, 
are inftrudted in the duties which we owe 
to our fellow-creatures, and are taught to 
regulate the afFedions and reftrain the paf- 
fions of our own hearts. 

On all the commandments it is to be ob- 
fcrved in general^ that when they forbid 
any adion as an offence, they mean to en- 
force duties diredly contrary to fuch offence : 
and when they enjoin any adion as a duty, 
they mean to prohibit whatever may be in 
oppofition to that duty. In this enlarged 
fcnfe did our Saviour and his Apoftles in- 
terpret the laws of Mofes, and according to 
fuch interpretation we are bound to receive 
them. Hence we infer, that to all thofe, 
under whom we are refpedively placed in 
fubordination, whether to natural parents 
or civil magiftrates, whether fuperintending 
mafters or appointed teachers ; to each of 
thofe, according to the capacity in which 
they a£t and according to the relation in 
which we ftand towards them, we owe, not 
merely from fear of the law, but for " con- 

** fcicnce 



i6 The Duty of Mihifttrs 

DISC. « fdence fake alfo'V' all due obedience 
I. 

and proper deference. From the Gofpcl 

interpretation of the Mofaic law we likewife 
colledl, that the malignant paffions, which 
prompt to revenge by means injurious to 
the object of our difpleafurc ; that impure 
thoughts and unchafte defires, indecent 
language and immodeft deeds ; that every 
kind of fraud, deceit, and iniquity; that 
flander, calumny, detraifiion, and every 
word, which may tend to impair the cha- 
rader of another, where the circumftances 
of a particular cafe do not require and com- 
pel us to fpeak what we know without re- 
ferve ; that all indulgence of fuch wifhes 
and cherifhing of fuch. imaginations, which 
if carried into effedi would ultimately tend 
to the great detriment of fociety, and to 
the fouleft corruption of our morals ; from 
the interpretation of the Mofaic law, which 
is given by our Saviour and his Apoftles, 
we colled that all thefe inftances of vicioxis 
principle are forbidden, as contrary to the 
purity and charity, which are required by 

'5 Rem. xiii. 5. 

the 
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tlie Gofpel. ** Blefled are the pure m ^ \^ C. 
" heart, for they fhall fee God*'—" Blefled ' 
** Site the peace-fnakerS, for they fliall be 
'' called the childfeti of God''—" If thy 
" right eye offend thfee, pluck it out"—" If 
" thy right hand offend thee, cut it off,** 
/. e. part with your favourite fitts, howevet 
painful may be the work of relinquifhing 
them; " Swear not at all" — " Love yout 
" enemies ; blefs them that curfe you ; do 
" good to them that hate you, and pray 
** for them which defpitefully ufe you 
" and perfecute you"*." Thefe arc the 
explanations of the moral law enforced by 
our Saviour, explanations that cfieck at 
once the progrefs of all wickednefs j by for- 
bidding us to encourage even the firft con- 
ceptions of fin, and by deterring our very 
fouls from approbation of any wicked or 
unholy thought. 

When in the hours of folitude we ex- 
amine the difpofitions of our own hearts, and 
reflc£t on the general tenor of our condudt, 

«• St. Matth, ch. v. 

C we 




l^ TbeMuty of Miniftcrs 

we are fure that we cannot be concealed 

either from the knowledge of God, or froqa 

i;he witncfs of our own confcicnces ! la 

thftt ikuation, the malk of hypo'crify cannc* 

^ilguifir, the arts of felf-impofition canncA 

d^f ciye., The rea)lleiaion of fqccefsful erir 

deavours to . live as becomes men. who 

woi^d be virtuous and religious in principle 

^nd pradlicei will then impart \o the fpulji 

fccret fatisfadiion, which not;hing external 

^can pofcbly comn^unicate. On the other 

lu^pdi the remembrance of ojir fins paft will 

ffulte our bofoms with irrefiftible jfprcft; 

^fcr, ^he aggravations oiF fuch offences we 

, cannot palliate to purfelves ; the flings pf 

^icmprfe wiU tortur? eyery foul, that is not 

Ipfl; tip the genuine feelings of human nature. 

^Sorrpw too for thexouitinuajl %zxt of impe^- 

j; fe^ obedience, in which they liye diffatisfied 

with their own frailties a,nd eameftly de- 

: iirous of greater, improvements in all vir- 

i^esj forrow from this fource will affeO: 

the minds of all, who k^QW themfelves, and 

their own weaknefs! For who, that has 

confidered and fearched hiti own hearty will 

not 
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npt fuwl bimfelf to be-a creature of extreme D I s c. 
weaknefs in the exercife of his moral 

^powers? And who, that underftands and 
5l4mirea the fanftity of God*8 laws ; who 
that devoutly v^fhes to offer unto God 

^ himielf,:hi8 foul and body, as a living facri- 

; £ce prefe;nted in a reafonable fervice ; who 
that anxiQufly. ftrives to conform his 

^thoughts and manners to theChriftian rule, 

7 can ceafe to lament that within him and 
without him he experiences fuch obftacles 
to the fiill difcharge of his duty, and betrays 

r. iiich infirmities by yielding more or lefs to 
the prevailing habit, whatever it may be? 
Such are the inward workings of our 

. minds, when the world feeth us not ! and 
in this condition, our only confolation, 

„ our only hope, can be found in the GofpeU 
*i Come unto me, (fays our xrompaflionate 
** Redeemer,) all ye that labour, and are 
•'heavy laden, and I will give you reft'y* 
even reft unto your fouls. ** Being juftified 
" by faith, v^e ha^ve peace with God,.througlr 

' ' »y St. Mattb. xi. ««• 

Cz ^* our 
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D I s c. « our Lord Jefus Chrift"." Chrift Is the 
author of our peace with God, having ef- 
feded the reconciliation of God to man 
and of man to God, by the atonement 
'which he has made for fins relinquiflied 
and tranfgreffions involuntary; he is alfo 
the author of our peace with God, by the 
affurance he hath given us, that through 
the propitiation made by him, repentance 
ihall be efFedual towards the obtaining of 
pardon; and that our own wcaknefs fhall 
be ftrengthened by the affiftance of the Holy 
Spirit, if we will but lift up our hearts 
unto God in the time of difficult trial ! 

That, which neither the law of nature 
nor the Mofaic difpenfation could convey 
to us, the Gofpel does impart ; it promifes 
pardon to all thofe, who with fincere repent- 
ance and true faith come unto Chrift. 
Repentance of itfelf cannot avail towards 
the obtaining of forgivenefs ; for it cannot 
reftore us to the ftalc of innocence, which 
we haf'e already forfeited. Under human 
governments, the contrition of a malefactor 

■• Rom, V. I. 

cannot 
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cannot remove the guilt of his tranfgreffion, Disc, 
nor can it replace him in the condition 
which he enjoye4 before he had offended 
againft the laws. In fome fuch light we 
may view our own fituation with refpe<fl to 
our fins againfl the Almighty ! Repent of 
them we may and fhall j but the, bittereft 
agonies of repentance cannot make innocent 
him that has once fmn6d, cannot exempt 
from deferving the confequences of divine 
juftice him that h^s once been obnoxious to 
it. Hence therefore we have need of a 
Redeemer, who, of his mercy, will himfelf 
bear the punifhpient due to bur fms; we 
have need of a Mediator, who, in compaf- 
fion to mankind, will never ceafe to make 
interccffion for them. Such a Redeemer, 
fiich a Mediator, is Chrift, " who h able to 
" fave to the uttermofl them that come to 
'' God through him r' 

The condition, on which our. repentance 
will be accepted, is faith in Chrift, /. e. a firm 
belief that " Chrift came into the world to 
** fave finners*V* ^ confident afTurance 

'» Heb. vii. 25. *° i Tim, i. 13. 

C3 . that 
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DISC, that the atonement made by his death was 
accepted of by God; a humble, but fixed 
reliance on the merits of his Sacrifice for 
the pardon of our a£tual fins; and a deter- 
mined refolution to obey him as the exahed 
Son of God, bur Lord and Lawgiver, in all 
the thoughts, words, and aftions of our life, 
fo far as by divine affiftance we fliall be enr * 
abled. The fum and fubftance of all which 
was written by the Evangelifts was, that 
" We might ^^//>v^ that Jefus is the Chrift* 
*^ the Son of God, and that believing yi^l 
** might have life through his naihe**/*^ 

Of thofe, to whom the ,Q6fpel has been! 
revealed, it is evidently required that they 
Ihould receive Jefus Chrift as the Meffiah; 
)the Son of God. This divine inftrudtor 
grounds his pretenfions on the teftimony of, 
fads ; and into the mind of every confider-^ 
ate examiner ftrikes convidtion, that the 
authority with which he fpake and com- 
manded was infinitely beyond any powers 
belonging to man. *^ Believe me (lays our 
V" Lord) for the very works fake **;^' a more 

V St. John, XX. 31. ^* St. John, xiv. ii. 

faiiTji 



fair, plain, antf^pilp&ble teft ^f vcifachy Dist. 
eould not be'projpofed j and on the proof 
of them we bclievfr, what He hath revealed 
rejecting our rtfiarredlon to another ftate* 

E>tpe<aatidn of^afutiM'e life feem^ eijualljr 
natural to man as love of the prefent. The 
inind eagerljr grifps at the idea cfcbntinu- 
-iiig exiftehcej 6iit recoils at the apprehend 
iions of ceadhg to be. * Hence in all ages 
tnen have therifhed hopes, that the death 
of the body did ndt operate to the extindion 
of the foul.- ; 

Every animal, but man, feems to reach 
the full perfection of its nature; its inftinds 
are gratified, and the purpofes of its creation 
completely arifwered. But the foul of man 
can find little in this world, from whence 
it can derive fatisfadtion adequate to its 
conceptions. It defires more knowledge, 
it labours for more virtue, it ftrives for the 
attainment of greater perfedion, than what 
can be acquired even after the longeft terni 
of years afligned for man^s life. Yet it is 
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P I s c. not to be fuppofed, that God would be lefe 
, gracious to man, than to the brute creation: 
as therefore he has provided for the perfe(3: 
liappinefs of other animals in this world, it 
might be prefumedy that he would complete 
man's felicity in another; 

God is the moral Governor of the 
univerfe : as fuch, he cannot be otherwife 
than juft in rewarding the good, and punifh'- 
ing the bad. But retribution of this kind 
appears to be adminiftered very imperfectly 
in the prefent fyftem of things ; it is there- 
fore reafonable to fqppofe, that -another 
fyftem will follow, in which the diftribution 
of happinefs and mifery will be in exad: 
prpportion to the deferts of every indi- 
vidual. 

Such are fome of the natural and moral 
arguments, on which men have reafoned 
for the foul's immortality ; arguments they 
are landoubtedly probable j but beyond 
probability the human underftanding could 
not advance. To the light of the Gofpel 
we owe our pofttive ajfurance that our 
bodies and fouls fhall be re-united in 

a refur-* 
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a refurresftion from t the grave ; and that in D I s c. 
fuch ftate, we (hall either experience the v_^ 
happy efFefts of a goo4 life, or feel the dire 
confequences of a.finful courfe, in degrees 
anfwerable td that difcharge of duties here 
upon earth, which, in reafon, equity, and 
mercy, might be exped^ed from us. 

To the li^ht of the Golpel we owe alfo 
our knowledge, that in the unity of the 
Godhead co-exift the. Almighty Father, his 
Eternal Son, and iSanftifying Spirit. In one 
n^iture, one covmfel^ oni? defign, one autho- 
rity, thej[e are united^ The pofitive command 
of our Saviour is, that his Apoftles fhould 
baptlzp all nations in the n^me,^ /. e. in the 
profeffion, fervice, >nd worihip, of the Fa« 
ther. Son, and H6ly'|G]t^bft;'\a command ad 
exprefs, and declaration as clear, as any pre- 
cept jh the Gdfpel, and, as fuch, binding on 
the Minifters to preach and enforce, and on 
their Hearers to receive anti regard.' All 
appeals to the difcovenes of natural religion 
abput the Supreme, Being, ^re here nugatory 
ahd inapplicable : revelation is what we 
,'.,*' ^^, $ profefs 
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DISC, profefs to follow, and by the terms of 
, revelation we are to abide- All the fub- 
tilties and all the difficulties, which men 
more vain than judicious have ftarted, 
are here nothing * to our . purpofe ; our 
concern is, to adopt the dodrine as the 
Gofpel teaches, and to reft fatisfied that as 
it comes from a divine inftru&or, it muft 
be right and true. Man can teach and ar^ue 
merely as man, /• e. in a limited manner, 
on fubjeds with, which he is converfant, 
and the compafs of which lies within the 
bounds of his underftanding. C!oncern^ 
ing Godhead, he can of himfelf knovor 
nothing. For knowledge of this and other 
points of Chriftian information, he mufi 
refer to the Gofpel, having a mind im- 
prefled with a fenfe pf reverence fpr the 
dodrine and dignity of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, a fenfe of reverence fimilar to that 
which is exprefled by the Baptift in the 
memorable comparifon of himfelf and 
Chrift, recorded by St. John in thefe words: 
** He that cometb from above, is above 
" all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and 

*^ fp^akcth 
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** fpeaketh of the ^partb ; He that cometh Disc. 
** from heaven is above all; and what He ^. 
** hath feen and heard, that He teftifieth, 
" and >ivo tHka- voc&ie^ ifeai tfeflfibony. 
** He that hath recdved histeftimony, hath 
« fet to hi&feal that GedJs true. , ForHe^ 
** wlidni God hatlffent, ib^Kcth the words 
"of God; for G^ givcth not the Spirit 
" by uieafure to Him. The Fadier loveth 
" the Son, jtf i A hm l»" e^^^'^ alir ljiings into 
" his hand.-r He tb&t believeth on the Son, 
" hath erorfefting life; and^he that be* 
** lievethoiot d»p-Sotf,^ft^^^ life; but 
^^^altti^ 
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DISCOURSE 11. 



On Receiving theGo^pEL with Meekness 
and Humility. 



■!■—#*■ II 1^ ■. 



St. James, i. 21. 

Receive with meeknefs the engrafted Word^ 
which is able to fave your fouls. 

DISC. 'TpHE perfons, whom the Apoftle ad- 
dtefles in this Epiftle, appear, through 
the prevalence of a moft impious opinion, 
to have fallen into corrupt pradices ; and 
under the influence of vanity and prefump- 
tion, to have refufed paying that attentioii 
to the Gofpel, which could be productive 
of right judgment and modeft temper. 

With 
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With refped to their firft error, we may DISC, 
obferve, it has ever been a weaknefs tiatu- 
ral to man, that he ihould impute the blame 
of committing a (inful action to any and 
every, but the right caufe. Conftitution, 
fituation, condition, circumftances, all are 
brought forward as extenuations of guilt ; 
nay, and though the object of religion is 
to promote bepevolence, purity, and holl- 
nefs, yet the very name of religion hath 
been frequently ufed as a cloak for the 
grofleft enormities ! But of fuch palliations, 
fome are wicked and blafphemous ; all are 
weak, falfe, and groundlefs. 

God created man in a ftate of inno- 
cence : He implanted in him paffions, for 
the furtherance of his happinefs : He gave 
the light of reafon, and the direction of 
pofitive law, by which thofe paffions fhould 
be governed : He forewarned him that 
the effe£t of difobedience to what reafcu 
and duty fuggefted, muft be extreme 
mifery: He made his mind fufceptihie of 
immediate apprehenfions upon any danger 
of fwerving from reafon and duty. Man, 

neverthekfl^, 



p ^ sc. n^e^deC^ fuSkxcd h]3 pjiffions to^bUad 
his reafoQ, wea^b^^ hb fenfe q£ duty, and 
kllay, by fubtlc perfualipos, the akro^ of 
^ conscience/ IXnder this infatuation man 
reb^led againft nis Ma|:er ; t^e yielded him- 
jfelf a ilave to fin and Satan^ and t^s 
ivork^d his own woe ! 

In ^e fell of Adam,; we not only fee 
the original fource of that depravity, which 
has fince vitiated human oature, but we 
1>ehold alfo an exad pid:ure of what hap- 
' pens to ourfelves. Inordinate afiedioHs, 
and ungovernable appetites, are the infltru- 
ments by which the enemy of mankind 
reduces us from our duty. Affe^ons ahd 
appetites are eflential parts of our nature, 
interwoven in it for the purpofe of iricreif- 
ing the enjoyments of the individual, knd 
the comforts of focial life. Reafon ahd 
religion exhort us to refbaln, within their 
due bounds, our inclinations and propeh- 
lities : the experience of ages, no lefs thkn 
the Word of God, demonftratcs to us that 
the confequence of intemperate and crimi- 
nal indulgence mufl be bodily and fpiritual 
' ' mifery; 
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mifery; yet, like Adam, wp allow rOUt 11 1 s C. 
paflipns to mifleid pur reafop, arid over- , ' 
Scome our fcruples^ like him we^tranfgrefe 
the commands of G6d, and i^der pur- 
felves captives to the vileft of matters, pur 
pwn lufts, aqd ^that fallen Spirit, ivhofe 
jna^gnant delight is to triumph over vir^ 
tuel and feduce man from the love and 
'obedience which are due to God ! 
j As the moft eiffedual method by i^^hich 
we inay be T?fcu^ frpni th^ dominipn of 
ilBpe.tupus, and imperious paflions, we are 
a4KWniihed by th^ Apoftle to "receive 
*^ ,w\th meeknefs" ; the Gofpel, " the en- 
/* gr^edWord." 

. And whalfhould impede the reception 

^of it? Thait by the^ protfigate and aban- 

jdoned the Gofpel fhould be rejeded, is 

nojthxfjig extraordinary ; thpfe,^ who f * Ipye 

^,*r ds^'Wfe rather Uwn^^^^^ bccaufe their 

** deeds arc abominably evil V' <?annot t)c 

^c^cpededto eii^hrace a fyAem, which pro- 

, hiMtaaltQgfther;th«ir vicious adtip^^ B^t 

* the g^eirality of mqp af e not ^^ fo .entibrdy 

wicked 
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1) ISC. wicked as to be utterly reprobate: we 
^_ ^^-_. comnionly at leaft commend good adions, 
however little we praftife them: we at 
lead would be thought to have fome reli- 
gion, however negligent we are in ob- 
ferving the duties of it. What then fhould 
hinder thofe, who can talk much of God 
and virtue, from embracing the Golpel, 
which conveys to us the moft fublime ideas 
of God, which prefcribes to us the moft 
unexceptionable and moft confummate rules 
of virtue j nay, and more than this, which 
confirms all the hopes, and difpels all the 
fears, that have ever been attached to hu- 
man nature unenlightened by the Gofpel ? 
The impediment arifes from a want of that 
meeknefs, which is neceflary for the effec- 
tual reception of religious truths; our 
vanity and prefumption difdain to hear 
attentively, and examine candidly, a plain 
recital of inconteftable fadls* 

The perforis, whom the Apoftle St. James 
* had in view, are direded to be " fwift to 
** hear, flow to fpeak, flow to wrath V* 
^ St, Jamcr^ i. 19. 

Aa 
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An exhortation of this nature had not been Disc. 

requifitey were not the objeds of it cen^ • 

furable for contrary condud. Probably 

they belonged to that defcription of men, 

which firft corrupted Chriftianity by idle 

^peculations, tending rather to provoke dif^ 

putes, than promote religion. A difplay 

of abilities, a (hew of fuperior underftand- 

ing, and the hope of attraftiAg popular 

applaufe, might be the purpofes for which 

they would obtrude their fanciful conceits : 

the limplicity of the Gofpel was too humble 

for minds that afpired to the reputation of 

"being uncommonly penetrating j they muft 

therefore fubftitute their own conceptions 

jn the^lace of CJofpel dodrines, and con- 

tend for them with more vehemence than 

is commonly ufed by men who know and 

follow Truth : for it is generally the cafe, 

that miftaken men are more * noify, eager, 

and zealous to fupport and propagate the 

paradoxes of error, than right thinking 

* Vere jqnod placet, xX non 
AC&ITB& Elatrbm^ pretium setas altera fordet. 

HoR« £pift« L xviii. \^. 

D a^d 
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PIS c. aod dglat j(udgkig men are iblkitou^to di£- 
fuie found and true wi^pu 

A$ th^ other vk^ of former generaijiont 
are entailed on the prefect, fo the int^ 
l^ual pride of ojur: £[)refatbers has d^ 
fcended down ta U8« Like the di^uteiji of 
old, we are not fatisfied with wh^t H writtcft 
in Scripture, though that already bq more 
than fufficienc to e&ercife all ouc i^tipnal 
and moral powers; but we aijuA model « 
Revelation in cur own way» axk4 &t up 
0ur own opinion^ as the ftandard by which 
theAhnighty God is to dbc^.hiscounfels! 
ImpiQus prefsmption, and ridiculous felf- 
fufficiency ! Shall the creatiure dare diK^c 
to the Creator the m^afures of his acting I 
Shall the finneri who receives mercy, take 
upon himfelf to xfm^ out the method, in 
which that mercy fhall be fhewn him, by 
a Judge alt-powerful, who could avenge 
iniquity with the fevereft evils, if he were 
not more difpofed to pity than to puniih ? 
Pride of no kind was made for man ; and 
leaft of all, intellectual pride ; for if we 
confider what^ afiier all, are the faculties 

of 
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of man^ we fhall perceive tltftt hamility and D i s c^ 
diffidence are better fuited to our natuie* 

Whatever part of the uribrerfe we may 
chance to contemplate, we foon find in it 
abttodant reafon to conviiice us, that al- 
Aough the e:£tent of the humam imderftand^ 
ing be of wide comprehenfion^ ytf it i$ 
drcumfcribed by Umits, beyond which no 
iagacity caa penetrate^ ilo flrength of intel^ 
led: can carry its researches.* If we exu 
plore the deep caverns of the eatth^ we 
jthere di&oy^ir ine^haufttbie beds; of metab 
and minerale} the nature and property of 
theie prpdudions, by experience we can; 
preeUely ^feertain;. and thoioe convert 
theie valuajl^ trea^bres to our utmolt ad^i^ 
vantage. But who, after idl the> moft eks^ 
borate enq;umeB, hath beeti abJe to'explaita 
the formation of minerals? Who hatb 
ihewn any fecond caufe adequate ta the 
efied:, that in dif^ent quarters of 1^ 
earth ihould be depotited ores of i^h; 
different qualities? Who, when he hath 
defcribed the feveral properties of any the; 
moft commoa metal, caa p(Mnt out from 
D 2 any 
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b I s c. jny fource, palpable to our lenfes, why 
and whence (uch particular properties are 
given to fuch particular fubterraneous 
bodies? 

If we afcend thence to the vegetable 
Idngdom, we fee the face of the earth mofl: 
richly adorned and plentifully ftored with 
herbs and plants. The clafs of each is 
diftin&ly known by the botanift; the 
medicinal virtue of each is accurately un- 
derftood by the phyfician. But by whom 
is it known, by whom is it underftood why 
a peculiar foil, and a peculiar climate, are 
neceflary for the perfect growth of many 
herbs and plants? By whom is it known, 
by whom is it underftood, from any ap- 
^^rance or texture of a plant, why and 
whence it fhould be endued with certain 
appropriated qualities ? 

Prom herbs and plants let us proceed to 
animals. That the fcale of exiftence in the 
animal creation ihould be fo gradual and fo 
extenfive; that animals fb various fhould 
be afligned to various regions; that the 
powers imparted to each clafs ihould be fo 

exaftly 
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exadly adapted to the exigences and na- DISC, 
ture of each ; all thefe circumftances excite 
our admiration, and we know in fa£t that 
fuch provifion is made for every animal 
from the loweft to the higheft ; hut nothing 
in the world appears competent to produce 
cffedls fo wife and beneficent. 

If we look to the heavens, we are flruck 
with the fplendour of the fun, moon, and 
ftars: we can calculate the motions of the 
planets, foretel many phoenomena which 
will happen in our fyftem, and thence 
eftablifh obfervations highly ufeful to man* 
But whence the fun derives its heat and 
light, and why the planets defcribe their 
orbits in a particular line, we know not 
from any power in them felf-originate. 

To the Almighty word, which firft 
called into being every part of creation, t6 
the divine will, which firft decreed that 
every particle of inanimate and animate^ 
irrational and rational matter, fhould be 
endued with certain peculiar ^ properties^ 

we 

' '^ In cattfamm corporearam inveftigadone occupati» 

*^ inelofiabiks oSendiinoB difiiculutet, ^ait nollat re- 

P 3 ••giilu, 
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DISC, we muft afcribe the modes and eflenc» 
t^)erating around us in a manner fo *won« 
derful. ^ Ganft thou by fearching find out 
i^ Ctod, canft thou find out the Almighty 
♦* unto perfeflion? It is ae high as heaTen, 
♦* what canft thou do.; d4^per tfian hell, 
•* whatcanftthouknow?Themeafuf5ctherecf 
*^ is longer than the earthy and broader than 
♦* the feat,'* It is God that ordains the 
laws of nature ; why ihofe kws are ordained 
after this w that particular manner we 
know not, otherwife than that they are 
ifounded in wifdom infinite. Into God's 
i^iidom and cmmipotence we muft, with all 
humility, refolve the original prinpijples 
on which evjeryfyftem in the uniyerfe Is 

XQudui^d, 

♦ Job, XI. 7, 8, 9. 

V guUa, a^t^cf^iofauidkiah^c u^qc habemMS, exqiiibiit 
u a phsQomenu indpiendo, nos totam feriem caofarDni 
«* abfqae hiatu confider^iTe, et a prima ad ultimam in. 

V fbgapdoet ratbcinrado pernmifle'veie fciiiiiii : quanda 
" «d ultioi^t quas ^ (bla Pel ppt^snt}^ pen^et, pcfvcQ* 
^* liTemus, conoexionem claram inter caufam et divlnam 
** potentiam ooq intellfgereiDas : qvia nDnqoam quomodo 
f ^ Deosy qui eft fpiritus infinitas, in corpora operator, al| 
f5 animo hamano concipi potent, 

** Ver&m Peos inftruraenta, quibus univerfam Inune^v 
f« diat^ regit| tarn (Jcnfis invqlvit noftri refpeau ingenii 

^/ tcncbrif^ 
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Mtiduded, and forbear prefumptuous add 1> I S c. 
<Tain enquiry into the divine couAfels, i^^hich 
from the mind of man will ever be hidden. 
That the wotW, and all things therein, arc 
made as they are by God's appointment, 
Pould^ and indeed muft fatisfy us in all our 
inveftigations into primary caufes : why He 
fo made them, and wbertfore fuch an ap*- 
pointment, it becomes u^ not to alk, k 
<xmcerns us not to know ; it is the lot and 
infirmity of man to be ignorant. 

From the date of ignorance, in which as 
men we muft ever remain, with refpedl to 
the divine appointments in the natural 
w^orld, we (hould conclude that we muft be 
ignorant of God's counfeis in the fpiritual 
■ , I .. I. ■ ■ ii II . .1 I. ■■ ■ • I ■ 1 11 ■ I ■III i 

^* tenebris* ot Pbilofophi ea erocre et extricare ncqucant ; 
** vith ubivis cxt^mplo limitaa fciendaB, iBv^aiinos : itiB 
'' increfcit noftra veoeratio in Deam» atqae infinitis 
«« paffibaft ab eo> qui eft fbnl et Origo omninni effe^luaniy 
«* caaAiram* et potentiamas^ tios diftare advertiaaat ec 
** confitemar: ita animnm revelatis in iacra fcriptarft 
** nltro fi^bmictiinusy eamque licet plorima fopra hominDm 
^ captum pofita comple^atur, devoti veneramor.*' 

MvisCHENsaoER'i Imtniuat9 ad FhiUfo* 
fhiffm Nmturalem^ C. l. f. 33* 

D 4 world. 
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P I S C. ^orld. • If the reafon^ which moved the 
Almighty to create the works of nature in 
their prefent form, be not known to us, it 
were arrogance to expeO; that the reafons, 
on which the fcheme of man's redemption 
is founded, fhould be fully revealed to us. 
It is enough, in the natural world, that God 
has decreed certain laws, by which all things 
are direfl:ed ; the remote caufes, on which 
thefe laws are decreed, we enquire not: 
and it fhould be enough in the work qf 
grace, that God has decreed a certain mode^ 
by which man may be raifed from his fallen 
ftate ; the remote caufes, on which this par- 
ticular mode is decreed, we are neither con-* 
cerned to enquire, nor competent to ex^- 
plain. It is the will of God, that the na- 
tural fun fliould give light to the eyes of 
men; the fa£t is fo, and we take it as 
fuch: the will of Qod is alfo, that re- 
velation fhould enlighten the minds of 
men ; the fad is fo, and as fuch we are 
bound to admit it. But in that fondnefii 
for their own conceits, which obftruds the 
progrefs of right knowledge, mren have firft 

fprroed 
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foi^d to themfelves an idea how tbeyDlSQ. 
"would difclofe a revelation ; and having pre^ 
vioufly fettled it in their minds, that no 
other method can be fo proper^is that v^hich 
their own fancy fuggefts, they are not duly 
influenced by the gofpel-difpenfation* *• The 
^* Jews (fays St. Paul) require a fign, and 
** the Greeks feek ift6^ wiidom '." Each 
had beeii "pfejudicied by notions precon*- 
ceived ; and inftead of receiving the doc- 
trines of the Appftle in the manner he 
preached them^ they^trould have him fub- 
flitute fome other fyftem, fuch as might cor- 
.refpond with the different opinions they had 
feVerally framed. But what is the condudi: 
of St. Paul? He perfifts in delivering fimple 
truths, without gratifying the unreafonablc 
demand of the Jews on the one hand, and 
without entering into fubtile and refined 
jirgument^ with the Greeks on the other* 
Jle preached ** Chrift crucified ; Chrift the 
^* power of God, and the wifdopti of God*.** 
^* That Chrift died for oijr fins, according 
^* to the Scriptures } that he was buried^ 
f I Cor. Lzz. • J Cor. i. 23, 24. 

♦' ind 
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p 1 s C. ^^ and that he irofe again the thbd day, 
^ according to die Sciiptures ; that be was 
^ fecn of Cephas, then of the twelve ; after 
^ that, he was feen of above £ve hundred 
^ bredirea at once ; then of James, ^en of 
^ all the Apoftles, then by StPatd him- 
•* felf \" Thde are plain m^ers of fad:, 
cafy to be nnderftood by the moft Ignorant 
of his hearers ; and on the indifputable cer*^ 
tainty of thefe fads, the i^)ofile8 all refted 
the truth of their religion^ Whether CJod, 
in his wifdom, could have devifed other 
means, by which to vindicate the honour 
<tf his own moral government, to redeem 
man from hiis fallen condition, and re-inftate 
him in immortal happinefs, the Apoftles 
were not ^x)mm^Soned to enquire : they 
were eonc^ned to eftablifli the certainty of 
4he extraordinary circumftances, whidfi 
proved the divine miffion of Ghrift, and on 
that ground-work to inculcate the duties of 
faith and repentance. The life, death, 
refurre^on, and aicenfion of our Saviour 

» I Cor. 3C?. 3, &c. 

5 being 
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being moft credibly attefted, and moft incon* B IS C, 
trovertibly authenticated, it follows that we 
are to receive his dodrines as pofitive laws, 
and obey them with implicit confidence 
that they are founded on the unfearchable 
wifdom of the Almighty, in whofe name 
and authority our Saviour came. The 
fa<Sls, which eftablifli the revelation, we are 
bound to examine: but as the fads by 
which the revelation is eftaUifhed, are 
certainly more clear than the evidence of 
any tranfadlions in paft ages, we are not 
at liberty to call in queftion the terms of 
the revelation itfelf : and to all thofe, who 
may be prompted to explore, what muft 
ever exceed the bounds of our finite under*^ 
Handing, to thofe whom either curiofity or 
felf-fufiiciepcy would incline to afk, ** How 
** can thefe things be*?'* may be applied 
this general anfwer : " The fecret things be^ 
*• long unto the Lord our God : but thofe 
** things which are revealed, belong to 
^^ us, and to our children for ever, that 



' St. John, iiL 9, 



wc 
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PISC. «« we may do the word of this lawV 
} To God only can be known the counfels, 
on which [the Chriftian redemption by the 
iacrifice of his eternal Son, was firft defigned : 
but we know, that to " our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
" in whom we have redemption through 
♦* his blood, even the forgivenefs of fins, 
♦« according to th6 riches of his grace'V' 
arc due, from us and from our pofterity, 
adoration and obedience. 

That in the work of obedience we may 
begin fuccefsfully, we are to follow the 
diredion given by St. James, *' we are to 
•* receive the Gofpcl, the word of Chrift, 
^ with all meeknefs." The fame humility, 
• vith which we acquiefce in the ordinary 
adminiftrations of Providence though to us 

^ Dent. XXIX. 29. See alfo Ecclefiiilicus, ili. 21, 
%%f 23 • ** Seek not oot the things that are too har4 for 
•* thee, neither fearch t)ie things that are above thy 
*• Arength. 

^* But what is commanded thee, think thereupon with 
•* reverence, for it is not needful for thee to fee with 
** thine eyes the things that are in fecret. 

^* Be not carious in nmieceflary matters : for more 
** things are ihiTwed nntq thelB than m(n onderAand.*' 

I^-Eph.i.7. 

incon^^ 
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incomprehcnfible, fhould be (hewn in ad- DISC* 
mitting the truths of revelation though by ^^" 
us inexplicable : as in the one cafe we ac- 
count for the general courfe of nature by 
afcribing all to the fole will of Him, who 
ordained and who can * fufpend the laws 
of nature ; fo in the other, we Ihould reft 
fatisfied with the dodrines of the Gofpel, 
from convidion huUt on undeniable £a£b, 
that the Gofpel is a difpenfation coming 
from God, who alone has power to appoint 
the means, by which He will receive into 
favour the fmful race of men, and who can 
by revelation impart much more than 
could be difcovered by reafon, even as 
through reafon is difcovered much more 
than what is obvious to our fenfes. The 
refult of long and careful enquiries into the, 
feveral parts of the world's conftitution 
fhould be, and ufually is, a proportionable 
degree of veneration towards the Maker of 
the world, and of fubmiflion to the laws by 
^lim eftablifhed: and the efFed of con- 

• See Reid'» EiTays on the A£tiv« Powers of Man, 
fiff. IV. c. ix. p. 34^. ed. 1788. 

tinned 
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]> I S a timiai and ferious exammadoa into the 
grounds on which the Gofpel ftands, and 
into the important truths \diich it commu- 
nicates to us^ fliould be, and ufually is, a 
diminution of our own felf-fuffidency ; 
a confeifion of our own inability to conceivie, 
that aay other than the Go^el-difjpenfation, 
would be equally expedient for the purpoles 
to be accomplifhed; and a full aflkranc6 
tftat the manner in which God hath ipoked 
to us by his Son, is precifely that which 
ieemed beft to unerring wifdom and vxa^ 
bounded goodnefs. 

In humility of this Hnd we are firft of 
aiK to fhew the meeknefs, with which w« 
an to receive the word* 

And when we have humbled the pride 
9i ow underftandiog, we may proceed 
to fobdue the violence of our tempers; fb 
Aat our meeknefs may be farther fhewn by 
jFcceiyiqg all the admonitions of the Gofpel 
with difpaffionate attention. ^ Let every 
•* man (fays the Appftle) be fwift to hear, 
^ flow 10 fpeak, flow to wrath "•'* 

*' St. Junes, i. i9« 

The 
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TbeSacredWritiaggabouad with precepts 1>I scu 
ofgeiieral applieation, \^ith truths of uai- ^^' 
ver&il concern ; and as ^ cverjr reader and 
every laarer of tkem ha& in his nature mora 
er kfs toidency t0 fome particular Tkes, it is 
kiq)affible but that the confciences of fomeot 
etihper luuft be frequently ftricke% wfaea the 
do&rines of Holy Scripture are delivered and 
expounded* To rejieft, or even to dillike 
the word^ bocaufe it forbids the fins to 
wiiidb we are inclined, becaufe it pierced 
Ibniblyour own hearts^ becaufe it warns 
tts of danger to which we were hereto&fie 
either ignorantiy or wilfully blind, to n^ed 
or even to diflike tlie word of God oo theic 
acoovnts, were to betray f impatience ua^ 
r^anabte, exceffive, and criralnal. In ^1 
other cafes^ where morals are not conosra-* 
edi we incur e^i^nce and encounter diffi* 

* Nam vitiu^NEuo fine nafckiir ! 

HoR. Sat. I. Hi. 6Z^ 
f Mente min^s validus, qaatn corpore toto 
Kii aodire velm, nil iifcere^ quod levet asgramv 
Fidis offendar medicis, ira(car amicU 
Car me fancfto properent arcere veterno. 

• HoR. Epift;!. ?ilf. 7; 

- cuhie« 
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DISC, culties to procure knowledge, to corrcdl 
^^^ errors, to proceed ia the courfe that may be 
moft fafe and right; and prudetfl: it is^ 
when we thus adopt every meafure, by 
which our temporal afiairs may be more 
fuccefsfully regulated. Why then arc our 
paflions and manners, why are theaffedions 
of our hearts and the propenfities of our 
tampers to be left unimproved? On the 
due government of thefe depends our real 
bappinefs ; for neither a vindi^ve nor im« 
pure, neither a felfifh nor an envious fpirit 
€an enjoy lading fatisfadion in^this or a 
future life : it were wifer therefore to hear 
with greater frequency, rather than to made 
with difapprobation, the word of God, for 
the very reafon that it does exhibit our in<- 
firmities in their true light, rebiAc our 
faults with the fe verity they deferve,vand 
prohibit our fins with unfparing impartiality, 
which gives no toan permiffion to do evil. 

In receiving the word then, we may 
fhew our meeknefs, by patiently attending 
to the dodrines of it, though to our inclina- 
tions they may be contrary, to our views ad- 
verfe, to our intentions repugnant. 

The 
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The Apoftic cills tlie Gofpel the ^* fen- Disc. 
^ grafted Word ;" meaning thereby the 
Word which had already beefa planted, and 
Trhkh muft be planted ftill deeper in their 
breails, in Order to produce that temper^ 
and thofe difpofitionsj which become the 
difciples of Ghrift. The energy with 
lO^hich every principle influences our coti- 
du£t^ i^ in proportion to th^ fbrce with 
which that principle has funk into our 
minds« Whatever maxiihs We have fb 
thoroughly imbibed as to have theinl con- 
ftantly recurring to oUr thoughts and im- 
pelling us to adion, thofe maxims t^iU 
in general fo far predominate, as that the 
courfe of our lives Ihould correfpond with 
them. If we would conforih our lives to 
the Gofpel precepts; if we would exeni-. 
plify that humility, patience^ geiitlenefs, atid 
forbearance, which are required to com- 
f)lete*the Chriftian chatadterj the Word, 
which is our Law^ muft be grafted fo in^ 
Wardly and thoroughly in our fotils, that 
pur firft and laft thoughts^ defires^ and en- 
£ deavours. 
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D I s c. deavours, (hall be to " walk worthy of the 
" vocation wherewith we are called "•" 

When the Gofpel is thus received by us 
as the Revelation of God's Will, and,, ad- 
mitted into our hearts, with a temper more 
inclined to obey the known dodrineflf than 
to fearch the hidden fecrets of its difpenfa- 
tion, it will then be " able to fave out 
** fouls;" able by its motives, able by its 
means, able by its helps. 

The motives by which the Gofpel per-^ 
petually incites us to work out our falva- 
tion, are the Fear and Love which we 
ihould bear towards God. " I wiH forc- 
** warn you," fays our Saviour, " whom 
** you (hall fear j fear him, which after he 
f * hath killed, hath power to call - into 
** hell ; yea, I fay unto you, fear him "^" 
Fear him fo effedually, as that through 
awe of Him, no temptation Ihould prevail 
on you to fin. For how hateful in thf 
^ight of an All-righteous God muft our 

" Epb. iv. I. «» St. Like, XII. 5. 

fms 
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(ins be, that he fhould fend his own Eternal Disc. 

II 
Son to condemn them 9 and even require 

the facirifice of our Redeemer, as an atdne- 

ment through which we might recovet 

iDivine Favour ! And who, thlt knows the 

difpleafure of God againft iniquity, will 

yet prefumptuoufly and defignedly dafe to 

offend him ? See we not that God is the 

Controuler of Nature? See we not, that 

from the greateft mafs to the fmalleft atom^ 

from the height of heaven to the depth of 

the fea, every particle that exifts is at the 

difpofal of his will, either for continuance 

in being, or utter deftru£tion ? And vi^hat 

are we, that we fhould dare defy the Ota- 

nipotent ? We are neither fo mighty as td 

fefift his decrees, nof fo artful as to eludjS 

his fearchj nor fo inHgnificant as to efcapd 

his notice, Prefent with all his works in 

power and knowledge^ God^ infinitely 

f)erfe£t^ muft be : if we fin^ we cannot 

be concealed: our confcience tells us we 

are accountable to Him ; and the Gofpel 

aflures tis, that in proportioni to out guilt 

E a flxall 
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DISC, (hall be the future mifery vrith whkli wtf 
jQiall be punifhed in body and foul. 

To the fear of God is added the love of 
God, as a preffing motive to work out our 
falvation. " Thou fhalt love the Lord 
" thy God with all thy heart, and with 
" all thy foul^ and with all thy mind,'^ 
iays our Saviour'*; and the reafon for 
which we fhould thus devote to him all the 
gratitude and all the veneration our fouls 
can conceive, is becaufe ** God hath loved 
** us "' :** and his Divine love is not only 
evident by his firfl creation and continual 
prefervation of us, but it ia ftill more abund- 
antly and mercifully manifefted in that 
•• God fent his only begotten Son into the 
** world, that we might live by him j that he 
" fliould be the propitiation for our fins 'V* 
To thofe who look forward beyond the 
grave for a ftate pf immortality, and who 
are anxious to fecure in that ftate the ap-^ 
probation and favour of their Maker ; to 

»♦ St. Matt. xxii. 37. »« i St. John^ iv. 10. 

*• I St. John, iv. 9. 10. 

thofe 
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thofe who know that the approbatiortind DISC, 
favour of their Maker cannot be fecured 
without holinefs of life, and that neVer- 
thelefs not a foul of man is pcrfedly holy ; 
to perfons who thus confider the natura 
of the foul, the nature of fin, the imper* 
fedions of roan, and the Divine attributes, 
the fending of his Son to be a propitiation 
for fins whi5:h, with repentance, have 
been forfaken, and for tratxfgreflions which, 
through our frailty, we ignorantly or un- 
willingly commit ; the fending of his Son 
for fo merciful a purpofe muft appear an 
inftance of paternal goodnefs to man, which 
ihould animate us to evince our deep fenfe 
of thankfulnefs by every adl we can think 
acceptable from rational children to a mod 
benevolent and gracious Father ! 

Thefe motives are imprefled more for- 
cibly on our minds by the means which the 
Gofpel ordains ; fuch are the appointment 
of Minifters, the reading of Scripture, the 
offering up of private and public prayer, 
the obfervance of the Sabbath, ' and the 
celebration of the Sacraments j ordinances 
E 3 which 
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I? IS c. which are all fandioned by authority of 
the Gofpel. 

Frail and finful as Minifters are, yet the 
appointing of men whofe folemn profef* 
fion 4nd engagement it is to take the lead 
in prayer, to ftudy Divine truths, t6 in- 
ftru<a: the ignorant, and remind the better 
informed, to exemplify by their pradice 
that at leaft they endeavour to conform 
their lives to their principles ; the appoint- 
ing of fuch an Order, however imperfedly 
their miniftry may be executed, niuft ne- 
yerthelefs be of infinite. utility in cherifh* 
ing a general fenfe of religious obligation, 
5>nd in promoting the duties which arq 
thence derived. 

. By the reading of Scripture we gain 
that knowledge which no other works 
could qver impart ; knowledge of God our 
Almighty Father, of his Eternal Son out 
Merciful Redeemer, of the Holy Spirit our 
Direding Sapdifier ; knowledge of a law 
fo pure and holy, that, if duly obeyed, it 
>youid exalt human nature to the ulmofl; 
pcrfedion of which it is capable. 

By 
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By prayer we raifc our fouls from earth DISC, 
to heaven ; from the groffnefs of a carnal, 
to the purity of a fpiritual world ; from 
converfc with men, weak and finful as our- 
felves, to intercourfe with that moft Power- 
ful, moft Righteous Being, in whom 
dw^lleth all Perfedion. 

The obfervance of the Sabbath caflsf; off 
our attention, at feafonable intervals, from 
the cares or pleafures which have diverted 
us from moral and religious reflexion ; 
it leads us to meditate on fubjeds that re- 
late to God ; it gives us leifure to examine 
how far our thoughts and adions corre- 
fpond with his laws. 

And he that on the Sabbath commemo- 
rates the death of our Saviour ; he that by 
partaking of one facrament fhews his wi0i 
to receive the benefits of the other; heihat 
with fincerity profefles forrow and Ihame 
ibr fins paft, exalts his- Maker for the in- 
finite mercy manifefted in the work of 
Redemption, and earneftly prays that the 
Divine afiiflance may enable him for. the 
future to amend his life j fuch a man can- 
£ 4 not 
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P I s c. not be conceived to return from the altar 
of God without at leaft fprming refoli^ 
tions to be virtuoua and religioue. 

Thefe are the motives, and thefe tibc 
means, by which the " Engrafted Wonf* 
has a powerful tendency towards forwarding 
the yfOT\i of our falvation j but the full cffi- 
'xracy of thefe motives and means is completed 
hy the afliftance which the Gofpel promifea 
;to thofe that devoutly pray for it. 

The Gofpel is not only a new promul- 
gation of the original Moral Law, not only 
an ofFef of pardon to all who with un-j 
feigiied repentance fhall forfake their tranf- 
greffions, bqt it is moreover a difpenfatipn 
of afliftance which the Holy Spirit will 
impart to our fouls, that we may be en- 
jibled to purify the corruptions of our 
nature, and render ourfelves continually 
better qualified for that future ftate t© 
which we^are advancing. Under this di(- 
penfation are given fpiritual powers, which, 
however they may be difregarded by the 
thoughtlefs and irreligious, are fenfibly feh 
|iy the feriou§ and humble fupplicants for 
If 3 Divine 
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Divine grace j fck they are, not as the D I s C, 
wild tranfports of fanatical enthufiafm, but , 
as the gentle influences of fober reafon 
and unaffeded piety: they fuggeft good 
anions, diffuade from evil pradices, remind 
tis that to God all our works muft be 
known, admonifli us of the confequences 
that muft enfue from guilt, ftrengthen us 
to overcome the temptation which affails 
us, and excite unutterable joy in the fouls . 
of thofe who with patience have ftruggled 
unto victory againft the infidious attacks 
by which their innocence has been fear- 
fully enda'ngered, and their peace of mind 
alarmingly difquieted. Such is the help, 
and fuch the cprpfort, which we may de- 
rive from the grace of the Holy Spirit, if 
we lift up our fouls with a fervent defire, 
that we may not yield to the fin which 
befets us, but refift and furmount its vio- 
lence. 

To conclude ; the end of all religion is, 

that we fhould "Jive foberly, righteoufly, 

/♦* and godly "j" that in ourfelves we fliould 

•» Tit. ii. la. 

be 
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DISC, be temperate and pure ; to our fellow-^ 
creatures, juft and benevolent; to God, 
obedient, thankful, and devout. The rea- 
fons which fhould induce us to difcharge 
thefe feveral duties pundually and con- 
fcientioufly, are the confident aflurance of 
thence deriving greater happinefs in this 
life, and the certain hope of enfuring blet- 
fings, and efcaping mifery, in a future 
'ftate. For the attainment of thefe ends 
there neither is, nor ever has been in the 
world, a fyftem fo calculated by its motives, 
means, and helps, as the Gofpel fyftem: 
if therefore we regard ourfelves, if w6 
value the fatisfadion of a clear confcience. 
If we wifh to increafe the virtue and com- 
forts of mankind ; if we are concerned for 
our condition beyond the grave ; if we arc 
bound to obey the laws revealed to us by 
Ihe^ Almighty ; let us receive with meek- 
nefs, preferve with watchfulnefs, and fol- 
•fow with diligence, the " Engrafted Word j'* 
which (if carefully obferved) " is able to 
*' fave our fouls/* 
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DISCOURSE III. 
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pa Redemption through Christ. 
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Isaiah, Ixiii. 9. 

In all their affli£lion^ he was qffliSled ; and 
the Angel of bis Prefence faved them ; in 
i^is love and in his pity he redeemed them ; 
und be bare them^ and carried them all the 
days of old. 

np H E Prophet Ifaiah, forefeeing the D I S c. 
miferies with which . his countrymen . ^ /^ 
the Ifraelites were threatened, and wit- 
neffing the iniquities by which the Divine 
difpleafure had been provoked againft them, 
pours forth in their behalf a penitential 

prayer. 



^ f 
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P I s C, prayer, and humbly fupplicates the Al- 
mighty to renew his mercy, as on other 
accounts, fo in confideration of the pecu- 
liar regard with whkh in former days God 
had chofen, protefted, and blefled the 
Jewiftx nation. " I will mention" (fays 
the- Prophet) " the loving^kindnefles of 
♦* the Lord, and the praifes of the Lord, 
*^ according to all that the Lord hath be^ 
" ftowed on us, and the great goodnefs 
*^ towards the houfe of Ifragl, which h^ 
•^ hath beftowed on them, according to 
^' his mercies, and according to the multw 
•* tude of his loving-kindiiefles '.'* 

Among all the fignal inftanc^s of Divine 
fevour which the Jews had experienced, 
fiotife was more confpicuous, none was re-^ 
(Tolleded with a deeper fenfe of gratitude, 
than the deliverance from Egypt. Whea 
the Prophet therefore was to commemprate 
the Weffings of Heaven vouchfafcd to the 
Ifraclitfes, it was obvious and natural for 
bim- to make his firft alluiioQ to tha( 

y Ifaiab, Ixiii. 7. 

which 
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which formed a moft ftriking part of their l> I S C, 
hiftory*. And this he does in a manner 
pathetic, and in terms which befpeak a 
foul at once imprefled with admiration, 
reverence, thankfulnefs, and humility, 
when he defcribes the condefcenfion and 
paternal care of Jehovah, manifefted to his 
people Ifrael. " In all their afflidion, he 
^* was afflided ; and the Angel of his 
** Prefence faved them ; in his love and in 
•* his pity he redeemed them ; and he bare 
** them, and carried them all the days of 
** old.'' Which words may be thus en- 
larged : " The afflidion which the Jews 
** were fuffering in Egypt, God faw with 
** compaffion ; the Angel of his Prefence 

" delivered 

* The deliverance of the Jews from Egypt, and the 
vi£lories of the Greeks over the Per/tans, are great events, 
intimately interwoven in the refpedive hiftories of the two 
nations. Hence 4he Jewilh Sacred Writers make perpetual 
mention of the one ; and the Grecian Hillorians, Phib* 
fophers. Poets, and Orators, continually record the other. 
The Jews, with religious gratitade, exalt the na/ne of 
Jehovah for his fignal mercy manifefted in tbateztraor^ 
dinary redemption ; the Greeks, with national pride, extol 
their anceflors for the valour exerted againft their enemies; 
In each cafe the inference to be drawn is, that the feverai 

tranfadions 
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DISC. *^ delivered them from captivity ; and t6ii 
" redemption he wrought, not becaufe of 
any eminent righteoufnefs in them, but 
becaufe he had love and pity for them } 
therefore did he conduct them by his 
** Power and Providence through the Wil- 
•*^ dernefs, to the Land of Promife, pro^ 
** teding them in their progrefs with fuch 
** fupport as refembles the tendernefs with 
" which a father would bear his own fon.'* 
The Prophet afcribes the immediate fal- 
vation and redemption df Ifrael to the 
Angel of- God's prefence. It is of im- 
pQrtance to^ afqerjain the perfon to whonl 
^his appellation is given, and by whom fo 

> — f — , : 1 

tranfaflions were fa£ls of- noiontty fo coDfirmed as (o be 
pad con tradidu) o . 

Sec Pentateuch, throughout; Joftiua, li. lo; Jadges,!!.' 
It; I Sam. X. 18; i Sam. xv. 6; I Chron. Xvii. 219* 
Nch. ix. 9. Pfalms, ev, cvi. cxxxv. cxxxvr; Ifaiah^ Ixiu. 
7, &c.; Haggai, ii. 5. 

Sec the four laft boofc^ of HeredotKisj Thucydide^^ 
b. i. 18; the Pcrfa of .^chylus ; Ariflotle's Rhetoric, 
b. ii. c. 18. f. 2. Oxford ed. 1759; Dcmoflhencs, Oi^t 

ri^oftf, f. 59, 60 ; the Aoyo? naw^nirai'xo? and ll»fY,yv^%o^ of 

Ifocratet ; the ^cyo^ ETrtTo^io^ of LyHas ; and Xenophon's 
A»a)^flwK> b. iii. p. 209. HutchinfoD'« Q^ edit. Plato'af 
Menexenus. 

gracious 
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gracious a commiffion was executed. The D I s c. . 
nature and dignity of this perfon we (hall ._ ^-"j' * 
eafily difcover, if with this paflage of 
Ifaiah we compare other texts of Scripture, 
wherein mention is made of Him in fimi- 
lar terms. 

To Mofes, at Mount Horeb, appeared 
•* the Angel of the Lord/' who faid of 
himfelf, " I am the God of Abraham, the 
^ God of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob'/' 
He that thus charaderifed his own Divi- 
nity, cofild be no created Angel, but muft 
be far abbVe all the hoft of heaven. 

In dcfcilbing the removal of the fiery 
pillar, the facred Hiftorian obferves, " The 
** Angel of God, which went before the 
** camp of Ifrael, removed and went be-: 
** hind them \" The perfon who in this 
paflage is termed " the Angel of God,'* 
is called in the preceding chapter, " the 
"Lord'.*' 

In the name and perfon of God, this 
iame Divine Being fayB, " Behold I fend 

> Ex. iii. 2 and 6. ♦ Ibid. xir. 19. 

^ Ibid. xiii. 21. 

" my 
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D I S C. <* my Angel before thee to keep thee id 
" thy way, and to bring, thee into the 
*' place which I have prepared: beware 
" of him, and obey his voice j provoke 
*' him not, for he will not pardoii yoni* 
** tranfgreffion, for my Name is in him *." 
To the Angel here mentioned is afcribed a 
prerogative peculiarly belonging to Godj 
that of pardoning fins upon repentance, or 
ofpunifhing upon impenitency; dnd by 
the expreflion of God's " Name being 
** in him," is implied a participation of 
the Divine Nature in a moft effential 
degree* 

By Manoah this fame Angel Was inter- 
rogated to declare his name: but ** The 
" Angel of the Lord faid unto him^ Why 
" afkeft thou thus after my narhe, feeing 
** it is fecret ^ ?" or rather, " feeing it is 
" wonderful,'^ fo that this paffage is illus- 
trated by Ifaiah's expreflion, ** his name 

** ftiall be called Wonderful*/' 

« 

* Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. ^ Jadg.xiii. 18. 

• Ifaiah, ix. 6. 

Zechariah 
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^echariah foretells of the royal lineage, DISC, 
that " tht houfe of David fliall be as God, ._, -^;- _j 
** as the Angel of the Lord before them ^ ;*' 
in ivhich figurative and heightened pre- 
didion, .the Prophet interprets his owa 
expreiOfion, " as God,'' to mean, " as the 
** Angel of the Loind," making the terms 
convertible and of the fame import ; " the. 

houfe of David fliall be as God, 1 mean, 

as the Angel of the Lord^ in prudence, 

valour, and power." 

The Prophet Malachi predids of the 
fame Perfon, " The Lord, whom ye feek, . 
fhall fuddetily come to his temple, even 
the Meflenger of thie Covenant, whom 
ye delight in'**.*' This Meffenger, or 
Angel of the Covenant, the Covenant of 
Grace, was no other than Chrift : and as 
allufion is made to the fame Ptfrfon in all 
the other palfages before mentioned, and 
in the w^ords of Ifaiah, it follows that He 
who appeared to Mofes, He who was feea 

» Zcch. xii. 8. '^ Mai. iii. i. 

t by 
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D I S C. by Manoah, He who was fpoken of by 
J Zechariah, He whom Ifaiah defcribes as 
faving and redeeming Ifrael, muft alfo be 
Chrift. In the language of the Prophet, 
Chrift is ftiled " the Angel of God^s Pre- 
** fence :" but mark the authority and dig- 
nity of his Perfod : fometimes he is called 
Wonderful ; fometimes, the Lord ; fome- 
times he is faid to have the Name of God 
in him, and fometimes he is ftiled God : 
He therefore, to whom fuch appellations 
are given, can be no created being; he 
xnuft be the Eternal Son of God ; he muft 
be the " Word of God," by whom God 
fpeaks to mankind ; he muft be the " fame 
*' that was in the beginning with God, and 
** was God"i" the fame " by whom all 

" things 

"* Stt Jortio^s Difcoorres coocerniog the troth of the 
ChxiUao religion. £d. 4. p. 22. 

Deo8 Pater, qoemadmodom per Filiam fQam mnndam 
prlmitus condidit creavitque, ita per eondeiii FUiam icf 
deiBceps mondo patefecit. Proinde Filias Dei> et(i ulcimia 
demam temppribus, per incarnationis cifpenfatioDeary 
familiariter cam hominibus converfatas fuerit, femper ta- 
nea c( ab ipfis ejas. inconabalis Ecdciis prssfuk* feque 
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^ things were created;" the fame who was 
liiadc Man, the fame who redeemed us, 
the fame who iever liveth to make intercet 
Hon for us. 

Here theii we have from the Scriptures 
cf the Old Teftam'erit fufficient proofs of 
the Perfonal Pre-Exiftencc and Divine Na- 
ture- of Chrift ; points thefe, moft highly 
important to be eftabliflied, fince the whole 
efficacy of man's redemption depends on 
the dignity of the Redeemer; 

viris ianQis etiam Aib V.T. (occulta ^aidem atque ar- 
cana otxovofAta) ingeflit. Bulli Def. Fid. Nic, c. I. f. iz. 

Manifeftifliinom eft^ Patres Ante-NicasDOs unanimi con* 
jfenfu docuilTe (fu^ragantibbs S. Scriptuiis N. T. ec ver 
Uram Hebrseoram magiflris) Ilium, qui Mofi in rubo 
ardent! et in monte Sinai apparuit et locutus eft, qui Abra* 
hamo fe exhibuit, &c. Dei fuifle rov A070V, five Filium. 
Certnip autem eft. Ilium, qui apparuit, dici Jehovam, 
£um Qui ^ft, Deum Abraham], Ifaaci, et Jacobi, ice. 
quae elogia nuUi creaturae compecere, fed veri Dei propria 
conftat. Atque ipfa hxc eft ratio, qua Patres communiter 
Dtuntur, ad probandum, in iftis apparitionibus non merum 
Angelum creatum, fed Filium Dei adfuifte : qc6d nempo 
fei ^ui apparuit, nomen Jehova: et cultus divinus tribuan-- 
tur; ifta vero creaturae incommunicabilia fint, foliufque 
veri Dei propria: unde fequitur, credidifte omnes, Filium 
eflc verum Deum. Bulli Def. Fid, Nic. c. i. f. 20^ 

F 2 He 



^ On Redemption through Chrijt. 

D IS C. He that in his love and in his pity faVcd^ 
redeemed, and bare the children ot Krael, 
hath, with greater love and greater pity, 
faved and redeemed us from a bondage 
worfe than Egyptian, a bofifdage to fm and 
Satan, a bandage which would entail on u& 
mifery beyond the grave^ 

To avoid the painful and mortifying talk 
©f mentioning the feveral vices to which 
human nature is* prone, fuffice it to remark, 
that man is fallen from the original ftate 
of purity in which his Maker formed him. 
This dodtrine is the very ground-work of 
Scripture ; hence thefe exprefSons ; *^ The 
•* imagination of man's heart is evil from 
** his youth "\" " There is no man that 
" fmneth not'*/* " The heart is deceit- 
f* ful above all things, and defperately 
♦* wicked, who can know it'*?'* " God 
** hath made man upright, but they have 
** fought out many inventions '^" ** la 
^ many things we offend all *^'* And fhis' 

" Gen. viii. 21. '^ 1 King«, viii. 46. 

** JejT. xvii. 9. '5^ Ecdcf. vii. 29. 

•* :)t» James^ iii, 2^ 

dodrine 
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Jodrine of Scripture the hiftory of maii^ Disc, 
kind, through ^vcry age and in every ria- i 
tion, has confirmed by proofs, which too 
xnanifeftly fliew, that no one has pafled 
through life without violating, in a greater 
or kfs degree, that natural law which was 
imprefled on his heart, as a rule of right 
conduft. The very beft of x men are 
humbled with the confcioiafnefs <£ imper- 
fection ; and the multitude app(jar devoted, 
to corrupt appetites. Yet is life a ftate 
of trial, a ftate of moral difcipline, a ftate, 
of preparation, a ftate wherein we muft, 
endeavour to regain the condition frora 
whence Adam, by tranfgreflion, fell. But 
if fucb be the weaknefs of man's nature, 
how can we difcharge our feveral duties 
to God and our fellow-creatures without 
fault ? How can we lay afide every fin that' 
fo eafily befets us? How can we recover 
that innocence, which may render us ac- 
ceptable in the fight of <io<l ? How can, 
we rife again from our lapfed fituation, 
and be reftored to our former happincfe? 
Whatever portion of goodnefs may be in 
F 3 us. 
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D I s C, us, yet we feel fuch a mixture of evil 
coifnterbalancing, that in ftridnefs of fpeech 
** there is none that doeth good, no not 
*f one *'." Anxjoufly as we may wifb 
to be juft and holy in all our thoughts^ 
words, and works, yet the corruption of our 
fjefh refifteth our earr^eft defires, and fr^r 
quently combfits them with top much fucr 
cefs, if we rely altogether pn oprfelve^. 
** I delight (fays St. Paul) in tl^e Law pf 
*'* God after the inward man ; but I feq. 
** another law in my members warring 
" againft the law of my mind, and bripg- 
^ ing me into captivity to the law of fm ^*/^ 
Every on^, who will fearch his heart, and 
honeftly confefs. yvhat pafTes therein, myft 
acknowledge that on* many occafions thefe 
words of Sl Paul, are applicable to himfelf ; 
and if he be a fincerq lov?r of goodnefs, 
and earneftly defires the favour of God, he 
•will, in the language of the fanag Appftle, 
exclaim, " Who^ tJien fhall deliver me 
f' frpin this bo^y of death " ?" Who ijialj. 

f Pf. liiL 3. •• Rom. yii. 22. / " Ibid. 24. 
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enable me to command my qarnal appe* D I S c. 
tites? Who fliall endue me with ftrength 
to conquer the various temptationSi'of the 
world, the flefh, and the devil ? Who (hall 
point out a way by which to efcape the 
dreadful confequences of fin, of fin that 
cannot but difpleafe a God of perfeft ho- 
ilaefs ? Who (hall put me into a capacity 
of falvatipn, -a capacity of avoiding future 
puni(fiment,* and of abtaining future hap- 
pin^fs? In this manner will every confi- 
derate perfon anxioufly enquire, when he 
reflcds^on the attributes of God, the fallea 
ftate of man,^ the infirmities of human 
nature, the future ftate of the foul. To 
his folicitude St. Paul will give confolation, 
and teach him to exult iji the language of 
gratitude and confidence, ^' I thank my 
^ Godf, through Jefus Chrift. our Lord''." 
By him I ** (hall be delivered from the 
^ bondage of corruption, into the glorious 
«* liberty of the fons of God"/' This is 
51 redpmptiojn marvellqus indeed; fa mar- 

^ Rom. vii. 25. " Ibid. viii. 21. 

V - F 4 velloufi^ 
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DISC, vellous, that though the deliverance oC 
Ifrael from Egypt was wgnderful, yet is \% 
not to be compared with this fpiritual 
Redenif)tion, the efficacy of which is fo 
powerful, the extent fo wide, the confe-» 
quences fo infinite in magnitude, and 
duration! To the tender mercies of our 
God, and to the love which Chrift bare 
unto mankind, are we indebted for this 
Redemption, the nature of which w^ wil^ 
oow confider mofe at large. 

There are " feveral ways in which Re-« 
demption may be faid to have beer\ 
wrought by Chrift, 

As a Preacher of perfe^ righteojulneia 
Chrift wrought Redemption, by fetting 
forth both to Jews aud Gentiles the man- 
ner \xi whioh God fliould be worfliippedi^ 
and the neceflity which obliged all men. ta 
live foberly, righteou^y, |ind godjly, i\ e. to 
fulfil the feveral duties owing to themfejves,, 
to their neighbours, and to God, ia ofter 

V' See cb. V. part H. of Btttlcr'a Analogy; z, worl; 
vhich caonoc be enough r^ad. 
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to the attainment of happinefs in tfhis or a D ^ s c- 
future ftate. 

When Chrift cime into the world, he 
found the moral part of the Jewifli religion 
obfcqred by traditions, which were contrary 
xp the law of God delivered by Mofes, The 
firfb bufmefs therefore of his miniftry was 
^explain and illuftrate the f^veral obliga-* 
tipns which the moral law enjoined, and 
to convince the J^ews, that as inward purity 
Q^ heart and uprightnefs of intention con- 
^itute, re^J goodpeft, fo the obfervance of 
moral duties, w^aa.infinitdx preferable ta 
^ compliance with merely external cere-i 
xnppi^s. 

He faw that the Jews in their religions^ 
Y^oriliip alfo paid no r^rd to that funda-* 
mental principle fo conftantly enforced by 
Mofes ; " Thou ihaU love the Lord thy 
•* God, with all thine heart, and with all' 
V thy £bul, ^aud with all thy might *'.'^' 
This, which is the very effence of all reli- 
gion, and, without which, nothing dfe- 

' V Dcat. VI. 5. 

ihould 
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DISC, ftiould be called relrgiion, the Jews ne*' 
gleded, and placed the whole of their 
fervice to God in the offering of facrifices 
and th6 performing of certain prefcribed 
rites. The Law did indeed ordain facri- 
fices as embl^lrils ^' of the Lamb flain frona 
^ the foundation df the- world *V' -*^ in 
** whom we hav^ f^demptton thfough his 
•^ Wood, even the forgivenefs of fms, ac- 
•^ cording to- the i^iches -of his grace*'.'* 
And thefe facrifices they were bound to 
offer ; yet ftill more were tfeey bound to 
remember the precepts thafpei^e^u'ally in*- 
ctiJcate the^ ac^u\rtng t)£'tb€)fes-Ndiipofiti6nsj 
which alone could make their facrifices ac-^ 
^>ep.t*able, and. were proti6iiilGed as more 
valuable tliaa a3l other oblatipns, ^' Hath 
^ the Lord as great delight in burnt-offer-^ 
•' ings and facrifices, as in oheyiqg the 
^ voice of the Lord? Bfahold, to obey 
•* h better than facrificc, iaod^to hearken, 
« than the fat of rams*^" ' ." He hath 
^.ftewed thee, O man, what is good ; and 

*♦ Rev. xiii. 8. . **j:ph. i. 7. 

f* I Sam. XV. 22. 

^* what 



On Redemption through Chrijl. 7^ 

'^ what doth the Lord require of thee, but P I s C. 
^* to do juWy, and to love mercy, an4 tQ 
« walk humbly with thy God *^?" 

From thefe, and numberlefs other paCr 
feges, the meaning of which was more ob- 
vious than to be mifinterpreted, the Jews 
fliould have known, that not only the 
vidims appointed by the law, but their 
own' hearts,' their own thoughts, words, 
and aftions, fhould have been devoted as 
facrifices to God ! But repentance for fin, 
reformation of life,* and habitual piety, 
thofe mo^e difficult a« well as more weighty 
parts of the Law, were difregarded and 
pmitted by the Jews: that people there* 
fore flood in need of an authoritative 
Teacher, who fhould imprefs on their minds 
this Evangelical doctrine j " God is a Spi* 
f' rit ; and they that worfhip him, mufl 
•' worfhip him in fpirit and in truth *'.*' 

From the Jews, Jet us turn our attention 
to the people of other nations. We find 
amongft them creative genius in works of 
Invention, exquifite delicacy in works of: 

V Micah, vi. 8. »» Si. John, iv. 24. 

tafle, 
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DISC, tafte, and lofty fentiment in works of n^oral 
fcience. Some few among th^ wifeft of 
them have alfo re^foncd well on the nature 
of God-: but \o £ay, that any where 
among the mod polifhed Heathens can be 
found a fyftem of rdigion unmixed with 
f;ible, would be contrary to fadb To im* 
pocop^r objects of adoration was the popular 
worfhip diredledj and that worfliip- very 
frequently confifted of rite«, which tended 
raibecto debauch afid rorrupt, than purify 
and amend the morals. To many of their 
imaginary deities were imputed vices of 
^ofe enormity; their deluded votaries 
thought the example, of their gods would 
*fan(3ion immorality in thcmfelves, and 
thus they were led to be; tainted with im- 
purity and to commit iniquity upon a kind 
of principle. * 

For the Jews and Gentiles^ thus ?ircujpa- 
ft^nced, Chrift, by h\s preaching, w^pu^t 
Redemption ; the former he redeemed from^ 

Plat. Rep. L. iii. 

confiderable 
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corifiderable errors in thdr interpretation of fi I S C. 
the Mofaic Law ; the latter he redeemed 
from idolatry, and the abominable prac- 
tices of idolatrous worfliip : the former he 
taught to prfefer a fpiritual to a ritual fer- 
^ice ; the latter he called ** from their va- 
•* nities, - their idol images, to ferve the 
•* living God *^.'* Teaching them to 
•• have no fellowfhip with the vvorks of 
*^ darknefs '**;** but that " denying un- 

godlinefs, and worldly lufts, they (hould 

live foberiy, righteoufly, and godly in 
•^ this prefent world, looking for that 
^^ blefled hope, and the glorious appearing 
•* of the great God, and our Saviour Jefus 
•^'Chrift^V 

There is a fecond fenfe in which Re- 
demption.may be faid to have been v>rrought 
by\^hrift. Thofe, who will pray unto God 
for divine afliftance, he hath redeemed 
from that dominion with which fm would 
otherwife enflave them ; for as " Grace 

and Truth came by Jefus Chrift 'V' fa 

*^ AGs, xiv. 15. »* Eph^v. ii, 

^* Tiuii. 41, I J. ^ St. John, i. r7. 

we 
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Ib'l^Q. we are not only, through his preachingi 
inftruded in the ways of tru6 religiofij 
but in cdnfequence of his reftirredion, 
afcenlion, and interceffion, we are enabled^ 
ty the Holy Spirit^ to perform the duties 
of our religion in a more perfe£t and ac- 
ceptable manner. " That our Heavenly 
*' Father gives his Holy Spirit to them that 
^ afk him"j'' « that the Spirit helpeth 
** our infirmities '*;'* " that we are ftrength- 
*' cned with might by his Spirit in the 
*' inward man ^' y are dodrines peculiarly 
evangelical; dodrines which fpeak com- 
fort and give encouragement to every foul 
that to its faith would add virtue. Are we 
tempted by fenfual paffions ? are we per- 
plexed with doubts ? are we afflidted with 
trouble? Let but our hearts be lifted up 
unto Heaven, and tl>e Spirit of God tvill 
endue us with power to reftrain our paf- 
fions, will increafe our faith to difpel our 
doubts, will fuggefl: motives of comfort to 
afiuage our trouble. That fuch will b« 



" St. Luke, xi. 13. 3* Rpm, yjii^ 26. 

*' Eph, iii.' 16. 
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tlie energy aad fuch the eflScacy of the Disc* 
Divine Spirit on the human mind, is not 
more exprefsly promifed by Scripture, than 
aiSually and fenfibly experienced by thofe, 
who have fupplicated " the Father of Mer- 
•* cies, and God of all Confolation/' To 
their earneft prayers has been opened a 
way to cfcape the temptation j their under- 
ftandings have been enlightened with aa 
increafe of knowledge; and from the midft 
of darknefs hath a light fluned. ' This fpi- 
ritual redemption, this vidlory that over- 
cometh the enemies of our happinefs and 
falvation, this might, by which we are 
more than conquerors, is the efFe£t of 
Chrift's dying, rifing, and interceding for 
us. 

But Redemption is wrought by Chrift ia 
a third fenfe; a fenfe more ftrong, more 
emphatical, more important, and (if we 
will take exprefs words in their' obvious 
meaning) indifputably more fcriptural. By 
the facrifice of himfelf once offered, Chrift 
liath redeemed the whole race of mankind 
from that punifhment which was due- to 

^ fm; 
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U I S C. fin ; fbr " as in Adam all dted, even fo id 
"'• ^ Gteift fhall.all be made alive ^j" as by 
the tranfgrefEon of Adam human nature 
has funk into a fallen ftate^ fo by thd 
righteoufnefs of Chrift it is put in a capa- 
city to recover its condition: and as in 
imitation of Adam vfc his |)ofterity have 
all finned, fo by the atonement of Chrift 
i« given efficacy to repentance for fin, and 
promife of pardon upon fuch repentance. 
This is the doctrine of redemption^ which 
prevails throughout the vrhole of the 
Scripture ; the do£trine inculcated by the 
Law, the Prophets, the Evangelifts; the 
Only doArine which conneds and isxplains 
the feveral parts ^f the facred '^vritings. 
Out of innumerable other paflages, confi- 
der thefe as proofs that the death of Chrift 
was an atonement made for repenting fin- 
ners, in the ftrid fenfe of a facrifice : 
♦• Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
•* away the fin of the world ''^ " Who 
** his own felf bare our fins in J^is own 

^ iCor.acv. iz. ^^ St. John^ i. 29. 

•« body.*! 
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" body ' V " The Son of Man came, to D I s c. 

" give his life a ranfom for many'*.'* u ./^^ 

" We have an Advocate with the Father, 

" Jefus Chrift the Righteous j and He is 

•* the propitiation for our fins; and not 

" for ours only, but alfo for the fins of the 

•* whole world ^T " We have redemption 

" through his blood, even the forgivenefs 

" of fins*'.'* •• Chrift was once offered 

•' to bear the fins of many **.'* ** We are 

** fandkified through the offering of the 

•* body of Jefus Chrift onca for all*'.'' 

•* Chrift alfo hath once fuffered for fins, 

•* the juft for the unjuft, that he might 

« bring us to God**.'' 

The redemption wrought by Chrift, 
confidered in any other light than that of 
an atoning facrifice, appears comparatively 
partial and limited} for in any other view 
its efficacy can extend to thofe only, who 
have lived fince the coming of Chrift, and 

^» I Pet. ii^ i4. ^^ St.Mttth. xx. 28. 

^ f St.John, ii. I, 2. *■ Eph. i. 7. 

♦» Hcb. IX. 28. ♦» tlch, X. 10. 
♦♦ X St. Pet. iu. i^. 

G have 
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DISC, have heard the Gofpel : fo that the many 
I generations of Jews and Gentiles, which 
preceded the time of Chrift's miniftry upon 
earth, Gould derive no benefit from re- 
demption, if redemption meant nothing 
more than the enlightening of men's minds, 
and the recalling of them from idol worfhip 
through the preaching and influence of 
the Gofpd* Yet St. Paul teaches us to be- 
fieve, that all men, through all ages, fhoiild 
experience happy confequences from what 
Chrift hath done and fuffered, unlefs they 
had perfifted in obftinate impenitency and 
wilful tranfgreffion; for fmners of that 
defcription there is no redemption, even 
under the Gofpel Covenant t but excepting 
fuch a cafe, St. Paul aflures us, that " Aa 
" by the offence of one, judgment came 
" upon att mjgn unto condemnation, ever^ 
*^ fo, by the righteoufnefs of one, the free 
** gift came upon all unto ^uftification of 
^\ life *'.'* As by the offence of Adam the 
whole race of mankind fell into a ftate of 

^ Rom. V. i^t . 
I -fin. 
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iin, and thus ?acijrred the Divine difplea- 1> i s C. 
furcj fo by the pcrfe<J| obedience of Chrift, 
the whole face of mankind were fo far 
;teftored to the Divine favour, that the re- 
pentance and reformation of all men fhould^ 
for Chrift*8 fake, be accepted by God, to 
the end that all who have fincerely endea- 
voured to amend their lives, and to adl 
cpnfcientioufly according to the beft light 
of knowledge that direSed them, might be 
treated in a future life as men that had 
been righteous. And this interpretatibn of 
the Apoftle's words is confirmed by thefe 
cxpreffions of our Saviour : •' Well done, 
** good and faithful fervant, thou haft been 
** faithful over a few things, I will make 
^ tijee ruler over many things ; enter thou 
** into the joy of thy Lord *'." " He that 
** is faithful in that which is Jeaft, is faith- 
** ful alfo in much*\" Whence is to be 
underftood, that God, in his moral govern- 
ment, will finally reward all men, in pro- 
I)ortion to the ufe and improvement made 

^* St. MatU». XXV. 23. *^ St. Lokc, xvi. lo* 

G 2 by 
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D I S C. by each, of the capacities and opportuni- 
ties which have fcirerally been afforded 
them. 

Again, St. Paul fays, " We muft all 
** appear before the judgment feat of Chrift, 
•* that every one may receive the things 
*' done in his body, according to that 
** he hath done, whether it be good or 
•* bad"'.'' The fouls of all men that have 
ever lived fliall be again incorporated, and 
fliall be judged for the thoughts conceived, 
and tsrorks done in their bodies upon earth : 
according to our Saviour's declaration; 
*^ All that are in the graves fhall hear 
" his voice, and (hall come forth; they 
** that have done good, unto the refur- 
•* redion of life, arid they that have done 
•* evil, unto the refurredion of damna- 
•* tion *^*' The judgment is general, the 
promife is general, the threat Is general : 
the adions of all will be confidered; the 
reward of happinefs will be given to all as 
they have deferved; the punifhment of 

•»* 2 Cor. V. 10. ^ St. John, v. 28, 29. 

mifery 
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mifery will be inflided on all as they have DISC, 
merited. The good deeds of any man are > -^- _j 
bpt few, and thofe few, imperfect j yet, 
with all their imperfedions, will God 
accept them, when proceeding from a right 
^mention in thofe who have never known 
the Gofpel, and when fpringing from faith 
and fincerity in thofe to whom the Gofpel 
has been revealed. Such deeds he will 
accept, and the authors of them he will 
reward with a proportionate degree of ever- 
lafting happinefs. And wherefore ? Qlearly 
not becaufe of any pretenfions to immacu* 
late innocence, which any foul of man can 
make; but becaufe God will forgive the 
fins of all, who h^e earneftly repented, 
and will ccnfider their endeavours to be 
good as adual goodnefs, for the fake of 
Chrift our Redeemer j and thus " Eternal 
" Life is the gift of God through Jefus 
*^ Chrift our Lord'";" who " came to 
" fave that which was loft"j who ** tafted . 
** death for every man' 



3» ?> 



5° Rom. vi. 23. " St. Matth. xviii. 11. 

*» Hcb. ii. 9. 
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X> j s c. Redemptioa then, in the mod eataltc* 
K^^^L^ and the mod fcriptural fenfe, means that 
deliverance from the puniftimcnt of fin, 
which Chrift hath procured by the facrifice 
made of himfelf for all men and for theif 
falvation j In confcquencc of which facri- 
fice repentance is accepted, imperfe£lion$ 
are blotted out, and human nature is put 
into a capacity of efcaping future mifery 
and of obtaining future happinefs. This 
is the redemption, which fo ftrongly mani- 
fefts the great mercy of God to his creature 
pian throughout all generations: this is 
the redemption, which fo abundantly dis- 
plays the tender love of Chrift thus dying 
for us : this is the re3emption, which in- 
fpires the foul of the penitent with hope 
towards God : this is the redemption, the 
price of which, when confidered, ihould 
ftrike us with horror at the * enormity of 
fin, and fhould induce ^* every one that 
^* nameth the name of Chrift, to depart 
^* frgm iniquity *\" This is the redemp*^ 

• Sec Dr. Sturges's Difcourft 7 th, p, laj. 
?f z fiiDi ii. 19. 
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tion, which calls on us to laud and mag- Disc, 
nify our Saviour and Redeemer j for . /_/ 
** Worthy is the Lamb that was llain^ to 
receive power, and riches, and wifdom^ 
and ftrength, and honour, and glory^ 
and Heffing."— Yea^ « Bleffing, and 
"honour, and glory, and power be untQ 
*' Him that fittelh upon the throne, and 
^* unto the Lamb for ever and ever'*/^ 

'* Rev. ¥• la, 13. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 

Duty of accepting and obfcrving the 
Gospel Revelation, and of paying 
Religious Worfhip to Christ. 



Heb, ii. 3, 

How Jhall we efcape^ if we negleEt Jo 
guat Salvation f 

DISC. TI7 H EN by the tranfgreflion of Adim 
\_-~~ , ^ the whole race of mankind was funk 

into a ftate of degradation, and had in* 
curred the penalty due to fin, it pleafed 
God of his infinite goodnefs to devife a 
method, by which juftice and mercy might 
be reconciled, by which his difpleafure 

ggainft 
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% 
againft fin, and love towards his creatures, D IS C 

might at once be difplayed. The method 
by which thefe great events were to be 
effe(3:cd, was the defign of giving, in due 
time, his Eternal Son, to be born into this 
our world, to appear in the form and 
fafliion of man, to inftrudi mankind, both 
by precept and example, in the ways of 
perfecSt righteoufnefs, to die as an atoning 
facrifice for the fins of the world, to rife 
again from the grave, to afcend into hea- 
ven, and there to intercede with the Father 
as a Mediator between God and man. But 
till the time of executing this defign was 
fully come, the Providence of "God con- 
duced a fcheme, the termination of which 
-was the completion of all that Chrift was 
to do and fufFer. The Jews, a peculiar 
people, were feparated from the reft of 
mankind ; thefe his Almighty Power re- 
fcued from the midft of oppreffive enemies; 
he led them into a country appointed for 
their habitation, and there eftabliftied the 
worfhip of Himfelf, in oppofition to the 
worlhip which other nations paid to a mul- 
titude 



^ Duty (jf accepting and obferving 

DISC, tkudd of idols. In the long feries of ages^ 
which the hiftory of this peculiar people 
comprifefi, there arofe a fucceffion of pro-, 
pbeits, who continually direded the atten^ 
tibn of the Jews to that important event, 
the cpming of the Mefliah^ And not only 
did the predii3:ions of the prophets foretell, 
t>ut the * rites and facrifices appointed by 
their lawgiver intimated alfo the end for 
which the Meffiah was to come : he was 
to come, and did come as the Redeemer 
of minkind, as the Saviour, who by th^ 
offering of himfelf once for all died a 
iacrifice for fin ; the efEcacy of which 
atonement is fuch, that mankind is puc 
into a capacity of rifmg from its fallen 
ftate of mifery to a more glorious ftate of 
bappinefs; that repentance for paft tranf-^ 
greflions will be accepted by Godj and 
-that our imperfe<a endeavours to be good 
and holy, will be confidered as actual 
goodnefs and holinefs, if indeed^ and with-* 
out difguiie, thofe endeavours be fincere. 
This is that falvation, which the Apoftle 
♦ Sec Dr, Siurgcs** Pifcoorr? 7 h, p. 128. 

magnifies 
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magnifies as juftly deferving ottr moft ferfy I> I s.c; 
0U& attention; this is that f^vation, in 
comparifon with which, all other ads of: 
Divine Providence are lefs gracious and 
marvellous; this is that falvation, the ne*: 
gleft of which cannot be a matter of indif- 
ft^rence either to us, for whom it is in-^ 
tended, or in the fight of God, by wbofe 
mercy it is offered. " How fliall we 
•• efcape, if we negledl fo great falvation?'*; 
How can we think it pofiible that we fhali 
not a£k unreafonably, ungratefully, and 
wickedly, if we do not pay due regard to 
the Revelation which fets forth, to the 
Author who wrought, or to the terms 
which fecure this falvation f And how, for 
thus ading, fhall v^e avoid condemnation 
from God, from our Saviour, nay and 
from ourfelves at that time^ when pafiions 
fliall have fubfided, when appetites fhall 
have abated their importunity^ and when 
leifure is given for fixing the thoughts on 
concerns of a moral and religious nature ? 

That God, who appointed the way of 
^Jvajion, that Chrift, who declared and 

confirmed 
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DISC, confirmed that way, and that the condi- 
tions required for our obfervance, all de- 
mand our moft profound reverence, our 
moft folemn attention, (hall now be fliewn 
more at large. 

The relation in which we are placed 
towards God, is the relatioA of creatures to 
their Creator, of moral agents to their 
Governor, of dependent children to their 
provident Father. Hence arifes an indif- 
penfable obligation that man ihould pay 
the utmoft regard to the commands of 
God ; for any difregard of the Divine com- 
mands is in efFeS either a denial that God 
is the Creator, Governor, and Father of 
man, or it is a prefumptuous oppofition of 
our own inclinations to the laws of that 
very Being, who firft gave and ftill con- 
tinues our exiftence. In either cafe it is 
highly criminal : for to a£t as though there 
were no God, is to contradidt the moft 
evident truth that can poflibly be de- 
monftrated, to rejed one of the firft prin- 
ciples of reafon,^ and to refift one of the 
earlieft fnggeftions of confcience j but to fet 

our 
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our own will in oppofition to the com- DISC. 
mands of Him to whom we are indebted 
for life and prefervation ; of Him froqi 
whom we have received all otfr faculties 
both of body and ^nir>d, is the high^ 
degree of vain arrogance and daring ipfai- 
tuation. It is then the duty of man M> 
pay the utmoft regard to the commands 
of God. 

Now the commands of God are made 
Jknown to , man, partly by reafon, and 
partly by jevelation. 

In the il^te of nature, in thofe ages and 
nations to which no particular revelation 
of the Divine Will has been delivered, 
God has fpoken to man by the works of 
Creation, and the diiftates of Confciencc. 
In the worlds of Creation, *' the heavens 
" declare the glory of God, and the firma- 
*' mentiheweth his handy- work : one day 
" tcUeth afaother, and one night certifieth 
" another: there is neither fpeech ner 
" language, but their voices are heard 
" among them: their found is gone out 
**'intQ all Unds^ and their words into the 

" end 



|I4 t^ttiy of Aei^tin^ cmi t^fer^ng 

Df sc. ** «nd of the world V* Hence (in the 
* ; oplaion df a HeMhen writer) no nation or 
people could be fo barbarous and dull of 
apprefeenfion as hot to perceive, when they 
look up to the heavens, that there is a 
' God \ From confidering' the * works, men 
-were led to contemplate the attributes of 
^ God : thence they rcafoned on their own 
nature, their faculties, their fituation, the 
conftitution of human fociety, the means 
of preferving that fociety; and thus 
they eftablifhed thofe maxims of piety 
-towards God, of juftice to their fellow- 
creatures, of prudence and temperance in 
themfelves, which we find to have been 
taught, though not followed, through all 
ages in any degree civilized. 

In this manner did God fpeak to the Hea- 
thens; and fo intelligible, fo palpable to the 
underftanding of man was this language, 
that the grofs impieties and enormous 
yices of the Heathens w^re without excufe. 
God therefore, to vindicate the honour 

* Pfal. XIX. 1—4. * CiccfO. 

* See Xenophon's MemorabiliHi b* u c* 4* and b. iv» e« 3* 
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of His government, and not to leaVe him- DISC, 
lelf without wrtnefs, thought fit to difplay ^^' 
the moft fignal marks of his dlfpleafure, 
by the deftrudion of mankind at the de- 
luge, by the overthrow of the abominaWe 
cities of the plain, by the fubverfion and 
extinftion of mighty empires, and by leav- 
ing men to a judicial blindnefs in their un- 
derftandings j that as they wilfully receded 
right notions of God and virtue, fo, for 
their juft puntfliment, they fhould no 
longer be able to difcern the glorious attri- 
butes of the one, or excellence of the 
other; but fliould grovel in the^arknefs 
and corruption which they bafely loved, like 
brute beafts without undprftanding. Such 
have been the efFeCts of not paying regard to 
the commands of God, as made known by 
reafon, and difcoverablf in a ftate of nature. 

■ Fut God hath fpoken to man in terms 
more exprefs and pofitive than the con- 
tlufions of reafon. He made declarations 
of himfelf to the Patriarchs, both before 
and after the flood; in a more particular 
manner did he call Abraham to be in him- 
felf 
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DISC, felf and his pofterity the teacher and ex- 
ample of worfhip to the One Supreme 
God : ftill more explicitly did he reveal 
to Mofes the forms of religion and the 
moral duties to be ftridly obferved by that 
people, from whence was to be born the 
Saviour of mankind. 

It is impoffible to read the hiftory of the 
Jews without remarking, that their prof- 
perity was ufually in proportion to their 
piety and virtue. Indeed it was peculiar 
to the Jewifti difpenfation, that obedience 
to its laws fhould be enforced, not only by 
the intimations which they * certainly had 
of a future ftate, but alfo by the fan&ion 
of rewards and punifliments to be received 
in this world. Added to this fandtion of 
rewards and punifhments, they had more- 
over every motiv^ which could poffibly 
recommend obedience. Their anceflors had 
been chofen by God as the inftruments of 
preferving true religion: their nation, by 
a wonderful interpofition of Heaven, had 
been delivered from bondage in Egypt; 
* See Gray's Key to the Old TdUmcnt, p. 346. 

the 
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t^e fupply of food which was given them Disc, 
in a barren wildernefs, was an extraor- 
dinary inftance of God's Providence : the 
pofleffions which they acquired, by driving 
out a people more mighty and numerous 
than themfelves, were gained, not by their 
own fword, but (as the Pfalmift exprefles 
it) " by God's rights-hand and arm, and 
•* the light of his countenance, becaufe he 
" had a favour unto them '." When fetded 
in the country, which had been promifed 
to the pofterity of Abraham, the Jews ex- 
jperienced continual marks of God's parti- 
cular regard, and plain manifeflations that 
the name and worfhip of God were to bq^ 
placed and preferved among them. The 
confideration of thefe fignal benefits Ihould 
have influenced their minds to fuitable re-* 
turns in their religious and moral condud : 
yet wc find tnem forgetting, the Lord, who 
had wrought fo many and fo great works 
for them; wc fee them falling into the 
idolatries of the neighbouring people, and 

^ Pfalms, xliv* 3. 
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DISC, committing all the iniquities which dit- 

\_-^^ graced the Heathen nations. 

But not with impunity. Ruin, defola- 
tion, and captivity, were the chaftifements 
by which they were woefully taught, that . 
difobedience to the commands of God is no 
trivial or venial matter, but muft inevitably 
bring after it a feries of mifery, from which 
nothing but bitter repentance can rcftore 
the offender. 

The forrows of the captive Jews God 
faw with compaffion: he brought them 
back to their own city; inftrudbed them 
by his Prophets ; and at length raifed up 
among them the Meffiah ! 

This mighty Perfonage throughout their 
Scriptures they were taught to expeft, and 
commanded to obey. " The Lord thy 
" God (fays Mofes) will raijf up unto thee 
•* a Prophet, from the midft of thee, of 
" thy brethren, like unto me; unto him 
" Ihall ye hearken*." This predidiori riot 
only foretold the coming of the Meffiah^ 

♦ Deat.xviii. 15, 

but 
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but alfo pointed out marks by which the D I s C. 
jews might diftinguifli and know him. The 
Mefliah was to be like Mofes in miracles, 
in prophecies, in mediation between God 
and man. Till the coming of Chrift, no 
one had appeared who could anfwer to this- 
charader ; but Chrift aflumed this charac- 
ter, and proved his pretenfions to it by 
fuch repeated and peculiar figns, as no 
other Prophet had ever exhibited : for by 
him " the blind received their fight, the 
" lame were enabled to walk, the lepers 
" were cleanfed, the deaf heard, the dead 
** were raifed up, and to the poor was 
** preached the Gofpel ' i" which inftrudled 
them in the fpiritual worfhip of God, in the 
moft pure dodrines of morality, in the ne- 
ceffity of repentance for the paft, and of 
amendment foj the time to come ; in the 
hopes of pardon through faith in him, and 
by obedience, the proof of that faith. 

Yet notwithftanding thefe demonftra- 
tions of authority more than human, the 



* St. Matth. xi. 5. 
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DISC. Rulers of the Jews " denied the Holy and 
•* Juft oneV' and delivered him to be 
crucified. But what has been the confe- 
quence of this their obftinate refiftance to 
all conviction, and what the refult of fuch 
aggravated iniquity? " Their country is 
" defolate ; their cities are burnt with fire ; 
" their land ftrangers devour it^" Their 
nation is difperfcd over all parts of the 
globe ; they are the fcorn and derifion of 
all people; and thiis for ages have they 
been living witnefles that Chrift was a true 
Prophet, and ftanding monuments of God's 
difpleafiire againft prefumptuoiis negle<2 of 
his Will, made known by Revelation. 

" Whatfoever things were written afore- 
" time, were written for our learning V' 
our example, our warning. The hiftory 
of Heathen nations flioul(| convince us, 
that difregard of God*s Law, as difcover- 
able by reafon, has been attended with the 
moft fatal confequences ; and the prefent 
ftate of the Jews fliould fill us with appre- 

* Aas, iii. 14. ^ Ifaiab, i. 7. 

• Rom. XV. 4. 
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lienfions left we alfo fhould not efcape, if D I s a 
we negle£t the great falvation propofed by 
the Gofpd. From both Gentiles and Jews 
we (hould learn, that the end of national 
iniquity is national calamity; in a particu- 
lar manner from the cafe of the latter we 
fliould be Fed to conclude, that rejection- 
of the Chriftian Revelation cannot be a 
matter of no confequence to our happinefs. 
Expe^Jence of what is paft, and obfervation 
of what IS prcfent, will juftify reafonings 
with refped to the future. If wickednefs 
and unbelief occafion mifery to the Jews, 
the fame caufes may produce mifery to us 
alfo, though our mifery may be lefs of a 
prefent than of a future kind. God has 
{hewn a moft vifible token of difpleafure at 
negledt of his Son : the fufferings of the 
Jews proceed from thence : thofe fufferings 
are meant to be as warnings which fhoul4 
fpeak moft forcibly to the minds of all men^ 
and induce them to expert confequences 
hereafter as fimilar to what is apparent 
Jiere, as things fpiritual can be fimilar to 
things temporal. With reafon therefore 
H ^ we 
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D I s c. we may purfue the Apoftle's mode of ar-^ 
guingj " If God fpared not the natural 
" branches, take heed left he alfo fpare not 
** thee^" If the Jews are punifhed with 
feverity for unbelief, let us Gentiles beware 
left for the fame crime we alfo experience 
the difpleafure of God ! For unto us has 
the Gofpel been revealed; and on every 
account does it claim our attention, our 
reverence, our belief, pur obedience. 

Whatever profefles to be a Revelation 
from God, demands of every rational per- 
fon at leaft fo much of his attention, a^ 
that he fhould examine whether the Reve- 
lation correfppnds with the natural notions 
we conceive of God, and fuits with .the 
adorable perfections we attribute to him. 
And whoever affumes to himfelf the exalted 
title of Son of God, claims at leaft fuch a 
degree of refped, as that we fhould hear 
and fee whether his words and adtions con- 
firm pretenfions to a name of fuch extraor- 
dinary dignity. On thefe principles let us 
ppeu the Scriptures. We are there taught 

* Rom. xi. 21, 

' tha« 
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that mankind is in a ftate of fin; that God Disc, 
abhors fin; that ueverthelgfs he loves his 
creature man ; that he appoints a method 
by which to fupport the dignity of his owni 
moral government, and fhew mercy to 
man : that he calls man to repent of fin, 
^to pradife every yirtue which can adorn^ 
^nd acquire every difpofition which can 
blefs human nature : and that as an encou- 
ragement for him to purfue what is ob- 
vioufly fo much, fo entirely for man's 
advantage, God promifes an eternity of 
happinefs as a rewar4 for a fhort period of 
habitual endeavours after goodnefs. 

Now upon the fuppofition that n^an is 
in a ftate of fin, (and that he is^ all mull 
bear witnefs, if they will cpnfef? the truth !) 
it is not pofiible to exhibit the paternal 
gpod|:^efs of God to his fallen creatures in 
^ manner more fuitable with his perfec- 
tions, than that in which the Scriptures^ 
reprefent it. 

The faijie Scriptures tell us, that Chrift 

was the perfon by whom God revealed to 

mankind this his merciful difpenfation ; 

H 4 that; 
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DISC, that Chrift was the condudor and finifher 
of this difpenfation ; that Chrift alTerted 
himfelf to be the Son of God, exprefsly 
fent, firft to inftrud, and then to redeem 
the world ; that the pro6fs, *<^hich Chrift 
gave of his being the Son of God, were 
the wifdom and authority with which he 
taught, in delivering the moft pure prin- 
ciples of worfhip and morality ; the won- 
derful works which he wrought ; the pre- 
didion of events which are fince accom- 
plifhed; the raifing of himfelf from the 
grave; the afcending into the clouds of 
Heaven; the infpiration with which his 
Apoftles were endued, fo as to preach the 
Gofpel in tongues not learnt by them, to 
people colleded from all nations under 
Heaven ; and the figns and wonders which 
every where accompanied them in the firft 
eftablifhment of Chriftianity. 

If it be admitted that thefe extraordinary 
clrcumftances did fhew forth themfelves in 
Chrift, it muft be acknowledged Chrift 
abundantly proved that he was the Son of 
pod in tTie moft exalted fenfe^ 
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Now that the circumftances related of D I S C. 
Chrift did aftually happen^ we are affured 
by fuch weight of evidence, by fpch " a 
^' cloud of witnefles'V' ^^^ whoever, 
with a candid and ingenuous mind, will 
attentively examine the credibility of tht 
Gofpel-Hiftory, muft find the fame caufes 
for believing fafts to have been as the 
Evangelifts relate them, which he finds for 
believing that fadls, of which himfelf was 
not an eye-witnefs, were neverthelefs fuch 
as authentic hiftorians of other tranfadions 
have related them to be. The truth of the 
Gofpel in the firft inftance ftands exafl:!/ 
on the fame grounds as the truth of other 
hiftories ; and on every principle of inter- 
nal and external, of pofitive and colla- 
teral evidence, by which men are induced 
to believe other hiftories, they fhould be 
induced to believe the Gofpel. But in ad- 
dition to this general plea for admitting 
jhe Gofpel-Hiftory, is the weighty con^ 
• ;(irn^ation which has been given to it by the 

?• Heb. xii. I. 

fa'uh. 
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^ TV ^* faith, adions, and lives of fo many inqui-* 
fitive, able, and good men, who can be 
traced through preceding * generations from 
the prefent day to the very time of our 
Saviour's miniftry ; and who, upon grounds 
the moft rational, and conviction the mod 
irrefiftible, have fincerely profefled, and con- 
fcientioufly endeavoured to obey the GolpeL 

Boldly then we may pronounce the 
Gofpel, " that teftimony of the Lord "," 
to be fure and true j and upon this conr 
clufion we not only may^ but muji enforce 
the dodrines, which this laft Revelation of 
the Divine Will has difcov^red to us. 

Of all the dodrines of the New Tefta- 
inent, the principal is this; that in the 
work of man's redemption, Chrift the Soji 
of God is the Sacrifice, the Mediator, 
the Interceffor, To the Son of God the?, 
who thus mercifully interpofes for map, 
are owing duties of love, reverence, and 
pbedience, from us, even though thefe 



• See Burgefs's Sermon on the Divinity of Cbri/l» * 

dutiesi 



p. 15, 16. 

' V Pralms, xix. 7 
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duties 'had never been commanded. For DISC. 

IV. 
from the very circumftance itfelf that we 

receive fuch ineftimable benefits through 
Ghrift, arife '* indifpenfable obligations of 
gratitude and obfervance to fo gracious a 
Benefador : reafon itfelf would point out 
thefe obligations, even if the Scripture* 
were filent on this head : the Scriptures 
however are fo far from being filent, that 
both by pofitive precept and ftriking ex- 
ample, they inculcate the religious worfhip 
of Ghrift the Eternal Son of God ! In 
proof of which, wjeigh well the following 
words of Ghrift : 

^* The Father loveth the Son, and fliew- 
** eth him all things that himfelf doth, 
^* and he will fhew him greater works 
^' than thefe, that ye may marvel : for as 
^' the Father raifeth up the dead, and 
^* quickeneth them, even fo the Son quick- 
^* eneth whom he will : for the Father 
♦* judgeth no man, but hath committed 
^f all judgment unto the Son; that all 

'^ See Butler's Analogy, part 2. ch. i. p. 221. Ed. 

V men 
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J) I s c. " men fhould honour the Son, even as 
^^' " they honour the Father "\" " All power 
** is given unto me in heaven and in earth : 
•* go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
" baptizing them in the name of the Fa- 
" thcr, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
•^ Ghoft V 

Confider alfo this declaration of St, Paul : 
^* God alfo hath highly exalted him, and 
♦* given him a name which is above every 
*' name, that at the name of Jefus every 
^* knee fhould bow, of things in heaven, 
** and things in earth, and things under 
*' the earth ; and that every tongue fhould 
^* confefs that Jefus Chrifl is Lord, to the 
^' glory of God the Father "/' In thefe 
paffages the precept for religious worfhip 
towards the Son is clearly found. And this 
precept is confirmed by the example of the 
Apoflles and St. Stephen : " The eleven 
V Difciples went away into Galilee, into a 
^* mountain where Jefus had appointed 
* 1^ them; and when they faw him they 

'? St. John, V. 20. '♦ St. Matth. xxviii. i8. 

l\ Phil. ii. ^. 

^* ^orfliipped 
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^* worfhipped him'*." ** And it camfe to D I s C^ 
** pafs, while he bleflcd them, h^ was 
** parted from them, and carried up into 
^ heaven, and they worfhipped him'V* 
The Jews •* ftoned Stephen calling upon 
*' God, and faying, Lord Jefus, receive my 
" Spirit "•" To which examples may be 
added, the perpetual mention which is 
made of Chriftians, who " call upon the 
** name of the Lord ;" by which expreC- 
fion are implied, perfons who paid religious 
worfhip to Chrift the Lord. 

Thus then the worfhip which we offer 
Imto Chrift, is a duty arifing from moral 
obligation, from pofitive precept, and from . 
the example of thofe, who were ordained 
to eftablifh the Gofpel-religion : and as the 
Revelation, which declares the perfon and 
office of our Redeemer, and which, difco- 
vers the coiifequeat duties owing to him, 
is proved to be from God, it follows, that 
** he who honoureth not the Son, fo far 
** honoureth not the Father *%" becaufe he 

«^ St. Mattb. xxviii, i6. '^ St. Luke, xxiv. 51. 

*« A&$, vii. 59. ^ St. John, v. 23. 

obeyeth 
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DISC, obey eth not the Revelation fent from the 
Father. But fuch difobedience .cannot be 
juftified upon any principle of reafon ; for 
it is a negled of that Will which God has 
made known unto men j and fecn in that 
view, it muft be no lefs criminal to refufe 
honour to Chrift under the light of Reve- 
lation, than it was criminal not to honour 
God undei* th6 light of natural religion : 
for in both cafes the duty is founded on the 
fapie grounds of moral obligation ; and ia 
the cafe of worfhip to the Son of God, 
that duty is founded not only on moral 
obligation, but alfo on a principle the force 
of which is irrefiftible, on the pofitive com- 
mand of God, made known to us by his 
Eternal Son. 

From a fenfe then of the obligations we 
owe to Chrift, in obedience to his pofitive 
precept, and in imitation of the Apoftles 
themfelves, let us with religious worfhip 
addrefs our prayers unto him as the pre- 
vailing Interceflbr between God and man. 

And to this worfhip of Chrifl muft be 
added, obedience to his laws of morality 

ia 
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In all our thoughts, words, and adions. DISC* 
This is an indilpenfable condition, which 
we muft of neceffity obferve to the utmoft 
of our power, or otherwife wc " fhall have 
" believed in vain, we fhall be yet in our 
** fins ***." The declarations of our Saviour 
are exprefsly to this purpofe : " Not every 
" one that faith unto me Lord, Lord, fhall 
" enter into the kinjgdom of Heaven ; but 
" he that doth the will of my Father, 
" which is in Heaven. Many will fay 
** unto me Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
** phefied in thy name ? and in thy name 
. ^' have caft out devils ? and in thy name 
** done many wonderful works ? And then 
*' will I profefs unto them, I never knew 
** you ; depart from me, ye that work 
" iniquity*".'* The purport of Chrift's 
** preaching was uniformly this, " Repent 
** ye and believe the Gofpcl":" And the 
tule by which our fincerity may be efti- 
mated is given in thefe words : ** He that 
'^ hath my commandments and keepeth 

*•* I Cor. XV. 2 and 17. " St. Matth. vii. 

SI, Z2, 23. ** St. Mark, i. 15. 

[[ them, 



1 1 i t)uty of accepting and obfcrving 

D i^s c. " them, he It is that loveth me"/' " If ^ 
" man love me, he will keep my words **." 

With the declarations of our Saviour 
agree the words of St. Paul, wherein the 
nature, end, and defign of the falvation 
Ivrought by Chrift are briefly compre- 
hended : " The Grace of God that bring- 
*' eth falvation hath appeared to all nie?!,- 
** teaching us that denying ungodlinefe 
and worldly lufls, we fhould live fo- 
berly, righteoiifly, and godly, in this 
prefent world j looking for that bleflr?4 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
** great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift^ 
*' who gave himfelf for us that he migbt 
" redeem us from all iniquity, aad purify 
*' unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous 
*' of good works *\'* 

Let us now confider the reiiilt of what 
has been faid. 

We then, to whom the Gofpel has beeii 
preached, are * bound to regard, with the 

*3( St. John, xir. 2!. *♦ St. Jpkn, Jci?. 23. 

« Tit. ii. 11—14. 

* See Giftorne's Enquiry into the Duties of Men, 
p. 64i> 642. 
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inoft ferious attention, the important truths DISC, 
revealed by the Gofpel ; and for th^fe rea- 
fons: the Gofpel comes to us in the name 
of God, a name which it were impious to 
difregard: it proves itfelf tt) be fetit from 
God, and therefore is not only worthy of 
acceptance, but commands our obfervance t 
it difcovfers a mod merciful plan, conducted 
for our redemption by the Son of God^ 
who being of fuch dignity in his owil 
charader, and moreover the Author of 
fuch IcJve to mankind^ claims the higheft 
reverence, and the warmeft gratitude from 
man. The Gofpel enforces this reve* 
rence, and requires demonftrations of this 
gratitude^ by abfolute command ; a com-* 
mand confirmed by the example of men^ 
whofe judgment in a point of Evangelical 
duty could not crr» The fame Gofpel 
aflerts, however,, in the mdft explicit teriBS^ 
that without finccre endeavours after vir- 
tue and holincfs, we cannot be received 
int6 the favour of Godj notwithftanding 
the facrifice made by Chrift's death j for it 
teaches, that although Chrift has put it in 
-- I ©ur 
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DISC, our power to obtaia happinefs, if we will 
fulfil the conditions of believing in him 
and obeying his commandments to the ut- 
moft of our ability^ yet if we wiifuUy 
and knowingly negleft to comply with 
the conditions, we cannot exped to iharc 
the benefits of his death and paffion; for 
it is the uniform and invariable law of 
God, that ^' without holinefs no man ihali 
" fee. the Lord"*;" and that " there cm 
•* be no peace for the wicked *\" 
. So interefting to our fouls are the truths 
of this Revelation, that it were folly in the 
extreme not to weigh them with the m<A 
mature deliberation ; and with fuch autho- 
rity do thefe truths come recommended, 
that it were finful to treat them with dis- 
regard. Be it therefore our wifdom, be it 
our refped to God, be it our gratitude to 
Chrift the Son of God, to receive this laft 
Revelation of God's Will, to honour the 
Son of God to the glory of the Father, and 
to walk worthy of that vocatiqa wherewith 

*• Heb. xii, 14. »y Ifaitb, xlviu, 22. 

we 
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we are called ; bearing in mind thefe awful Disc, 
declarations : " It had been better for us . i^ 
•• not to have known the way of righteout- 
** nefs, than after we have known it, to 
" turn from the holy commandment*';'* 
and that, " if we fin wilfully, (/. e. wilfully . 
apoflatize from Chriftianity, and rejeft 
it though clearly attefled,) after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, 
•* there remaineth no more facrifice for 
^^ fins, but a certain fearful looking-for dt 
•^ judgment *V^ 

*• 5l. Pet. %i Ep.iL tu ^ ifcb. x. «6. 



I 2 



[..6] 



DISCOURSE V. 

Jesus is the Christ, and the Son of 
God ; proved particularly from St. 
JohnV Gofpel. 



St. John, xx. ^u 

Tbe/e arc written that ye mgbt believe 
that Jefus is the Cbrift^ the Son of God^ 
and that believing ye might have life 
through his name. 

DISC. XjpROMhis *omiffion of many circum- 
^* ftances related by fome one of the 

other Evangelifts; from his allufion to 
fadls and exprefiions, with which he con- 
cludes the reader to have been already ac- 

* See Dr. Townfon't DUcoorfei on the Pour Gofpels^ 
Sea. ift, DUc* 7^* 

quainted i 
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quamCed ; and from his recording of three DISC, 
very extraordinary miracles, and feveral 
fublime difcourfes not noticed in any other 
narrative of Ghrift's adions and words; 
St. John appears to have perufed the Go- 
Ipels of the other Evangelifts, to confirm 
what has been related by them, and to 
* augment the force of evidence for the 
truth of Chrift's million, by defcribing what 
himfelf both faw our Saviour perform, and 
heard him fpeak. According to this opi« 
nion refpedling St. John, and upon the 
prefumption that his Gofpel was written 
with reference and in addition to others, 
we may underftand the Evangelift to mean 
in the Text, that not only the miracles and 
difcourfes of our Lord recorded in his own 
Gofpel, but that the wonderful works de- 
fcribed, and extraordinary fayings men- 
tioned in other Gofpeis alfo, were all 
confidered by him as tending to this on? 

* (S. Joannes.) Evangellum Aiam adjecitt ad fupplen* 
dam iftorum qaalemcunque defedadi, qao integrior adhafi 
%% abiblutior foret Hiftoria Evangelica. 

Mil LI I, Prolegomena, p. xxii. col. 2* 
Vid. ibid. p. xxiii. col. i« 
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DISC, point, " the convidion of mankind that 
^* " Jefus was the 'Chrift, the Son of God/' 
Thig was the end for which all the Gofpel- 
Hiftory was written; and this end the 
Gofpels taken together mofi: fully and com- 
pletely anfwen It is however obfervable, 
that of all the Evangelifts, St. John is the 
only one, who in exprefs words points out 
the ultimate objeiS of Evangelical hiftory. 
Other Evangelifts undoubtedly intended that 
the narratives given by each of them (hould 
create a firm belief in Chrift, the Author 
pf foch wifdom and fuch power ; but they 
rather leave the reader to form his own 
coaclufions, than mention in dired and 
pofitive terms the doctrines to be efta- 
bliftied. St. John does not leave us to col- 
left for ourfelves the inference to be de- 
duced from the hiftories. drawn up by him- 
felf and the other Evangelifts; but he 
afferts plainly, that all had been written 
with the patticular view of inducing men 
to " believe that Jefus is the Chrift, the 
^* Son of God, and that believing, they 
^* jnight have life through his name," 

a If 



i 

L 



and the Son of God. 119. 

If the foul of man is deftined for im- DISC, 
mortality} if that immortality fhall be 
happy or miferable according to our vir- 
tuous or vicious deeds in this life ; if the 
beft adions of men have a mixture of im- 
perfedion, and if there is not one* of us 
who does not commit fm; if God is a 
Being of all-perfedt Holinefs, who cannot 
but hate fin, and a moral Governor, who 
cannot but puniflx the fin he hateth ; if on 
this confideration we have jull caufe to fear 
the fatal effeds of our tranfgreffion, inaf- 
much as we have all finned, and are there* 
fore all liable to God's difpleafure; then 
moft benevolent is the purpofe of the 
Evangelifts, tp point out to us, that al* 
though we have all finned, and therefore 
fliould have reafon to dread the Divine 
difpleafure, yet God of his infinite mercy 
hath fent his Eternal Son to die as a facri- 
fice for the fins of the whole world ; that 
the perfon who came iq fo exalted a name^ 
and for fo gracious a defign, gave infallible 
tokens of his being moft eminently the Son 
of God J and that whoever fo believeth 
I 4 ia 
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D I S c. in him as to obey him, fliould have their 
imperfe£kions no longer remembeied in the 
light of God, but ftiould hereafter enjoy 
an eternity of happinefs. The communi- 
cating of events fo deeply interefting to the 
prefent fatisfaftion of our minds and to our 
everlafting peace, is an aft in itfelf of fo 
much tender concern for the comfort of 
mankind, that the Evangelical writers in a 
peculiar manner claim our attention and 
reverence. On others let the reproach fall, 
that in their folly they treat all things, all 
fubjeds, and all perfons, with equal indif-* 
ferencej be it the mark of our better 
judgment, the proof of our founder fenfe 
of decency and propriety, to regard with 
veneration the authors who firft delivered 
to us a knowledge of falvation, in the re- 
velation they have made to us of Chrift 
the Son of God ! 

In order to prove, that ** Jefus was the 
*^ Chrift," that is, the very Meffiah whom 
God had appointed to appear amongft men 
for their inftrudion, reformation, comfort, 
and falvation^ the very Prophet whom 

7 MpfeS 
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Mofes foretold ; the very Lord who was DISC. 
fought for by the Jews, and the fame Di-- 
vine Perfon, who was the defire and ex- 
peftations of all nations, Heathen as well 
as Jewifh 5 each of the Evangelifts fhews 
the Angular and ftriking manner in which 
Ghrift correfponds with the feries of pre- 
diftions, which from age to age had not 
only announced his coming, but had 
marked him out by figns fo peculiar, that 
the life of our Saviour might, without dif- 
ficulty, be coUeifled from the writings, and 
told in the language of the * Prophets. No 
cfFe£t can be more anfwerable to a caufe, no 
end be more correfpondent with its means, 
no copy be more fimilar to an original, thaa 
the anions of Ghrift and events, which 
happened to him, are like the defcriptions 
given of Mefliah throughout the Old 
Teftament. The accomplifliment of other 
predidions in the perfon of Ghrift is de- 
jnonftrated by the other Evangelifts j but 

♦ Sec " The Life of Jefus Chrift," prefixed to Gilpin^s 
5xpofiiion of the New Teftament. Sec alfo Gray's Key 
to the 014 Teftament^ p. 368. 

two 
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DISC, two very fignal prophcfies defcriptive of 
Mefliah) are particularly illuftrated by St* 
John alone. To the illuftration of thofe 
prophecies, to the miracle which beyond all 
others was the fole effe<9; of Divine energy, 
and to fome of Chrill's fublime difcourfes ; to 
thefe feveral fubjeds, as peculiar to St. John's 
Gofpel, let us now turn our attention. 

The Prophet Ifaiah, when fpeaking of 
Melliah's coming, among other bleflings 
of that happy period, enumerates thefe : 
♦* Then the eyes of the blind fliall be 
** opened, and the ears of the deaf Ihall be 
^^ unftopped; then ihall the lame man 
^^ leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 
** dumb fliall fing*/* In exercifing the 
power by which perfons before lame were 
enabled to walk, a^;id by which perfons 
before blind were made capable of feeing, 
Chrift fulfilled thefe prophecies, and ex- 
hibited the very tokens by which Meffiah 
was to be diftinguiflied from all other 
Prophets ; for no Prophet, no perfon what- 
ever endued with Divine affiftance, had 

* Ifaiabf xxxr. 5, 6. 

ever 
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ever given agility to the latne, or fight to D I S a 
the blind. The inftances of extraordinary 
power thus exercifed by Chrift {hall now 
be adduced. 

At the Pool of Bethefda " lay a great 
** multitude of impotent perfons, blind, 
" halt, withered V' all of whom were 
waiting for opportunity to bathe in the 
medicinal waters. Among others was a 
man, who had laboured under fome in- 
curable diforder for thirty and eight years. 
He had continued long at the Pool in 
hopes of being relieved by its waters, but 
was fo decrepit that he could never enter 
at the moment when their efficacy was in 
full force. Jefus looked on him with com- 
paffion, and faid, *' Rife, take up thy bed, 
" and walk.^' His mighty word produced 
an inftantaneous cure, and the man, who 
for fo many years had been infirm, was 
enabled to obey the command of his mcrci* 
ful Reftorer. 

This miracle was wrought by our Saviour 
cn the labbath-day ; a circumftance which 
^ St. John, V. 3. 

attra(9:ed 
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l> I s c. attrafted notice^ and drew oft him 
reproof from the Jewifh Rulers. Bat 
hence was given an occafion, in which 
our Lord might fupport his Divine miilioir, 
and lay before the Jews moft convincing 
proofs that He was the promifed Meffiah. 
He accordingly intimates, that God was 
bis Father ; that in imitation of his Father, 
He wrought works of mercy and preferva- 
tion at all times, without diftin^on of 
particular days; that the authority by 
which thefe miracles were performed, was 
the fame authority which God himfelf 
cxercifed; that to the Son was ^ven the 
power of working not only the miracles 
which they had hitherto feen, . but isx 
greater and more ftupendous ads, evea 
the raifing of the dead, during his mi- 
niftry, and the calling forth of all thofe 
who ihould be fleeping in their graves, at 
the general refurredion. As a confumma- 
tion of his exalted and adorable dignity, 
he aflerts of Himfelf, that Crod, in the 
adminiftration of his mediatorial kingdom, 
had committed to him, who was the Son 

of 
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pf God, " all judgment*;'' whereby he D I s c* 
would be the fole difpofer of rewards and , 
punifliments in a future ftate, according to 
the good or bad adions which men may 
feverally have done in this life, prefent, 
Chrift then points out to the Jews a confe- 
quence which muft naturally follow from 
his being poffeffed of fuch : marvellous^ 
all-commanding, and awful powers, that 
** all men fliould honour the Son, even as 
^* they honour the Father 'j'* fmce by fo 
doing they would aft to the glory of the 
Father, and lince the exalted chara^der and 
office of the Son do in themfelves imply 
that thfe Son of God muft be an objeQ: 
of Divine honour. Having in this man- 
ner aflerted his dignity, he returns to the 
argument with, which he began his de- 
fence J he repeats to them, that he aded by 
the power and authority of God ; and ia 
further confirmation of what he maintains, 
he refers them to the teftimony of John the 
Baptift, to the voice from Heaven at his 

^ ♦ St. John, y. 22. * st, John, v. 23. 

baptifm, 
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DISC, baptifm, and to the Scriptures oi the Old 
^* Teftament, the very writings which taught 
the Jews to expert a Mefliah; and which 
marked out the Mefliah as endued with 
power to work the very kind of miracle 
that had occafioned their cenfure and in- 
dignation. 

A fecond charaderiftic of the Meffiah 
was exhibited when Chrift opened the eyes 
of the man who was born blind ^ Into, 
the reality of this miracle the Pharifees en- 
quired ivith very particular attention, and 
more than ufual folicitude, confcious, per- 
haps, that the certaiqty of this fadl would 
be an infallible and incontrovertible de- 
monftration that Chrift was the Mefliah. 
Such pains do men take to refift the force 
of truths, which alarm their confcience or 
obftruft their worldly intereft ! The Pha- 
rifees firft examine the man who had re- 
ceived his fight; then they queftion his 
parents, wltether or not they could afluredly 
affirm the man to be their fon, and if he 

• St. John, ix. 7. 

were 
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were aftually born bUnd. At length finding DISC 

■V- 



the fa<3: to be true beyond all ppffibility of ^_J^L / 



doubt, the Pharifees hoped to have received 
a malignant confolation in two difingenu*^ 
0U8 conclufiom which their malevolence 
fuggefted, vi%. that Jefus muft be a finner, 
becaufe he had performed the miracle on 
the Sabbath-day j and, that he could riot 
be the Meffiah, becaufe they knew not 
from whence he derived his authority. But 
hear what the common^ fenfe of an honeff 
mind replied to this perverfe reafoning : 
** Why herein is z marvellous thing, that 
^^ ye know hot whence He is, and yet He 
** hath opened my eyes. Now we know 
** that God heareth not linners ; but if aiiy 
" man be a worfcipper of God, and doeth 
" hi& will, him He heareth. Since the 
" world began, it was not heard, that any 
*^ man opened the eyes of one that was 
^^ born blind. If this man were not of 
" God, he could do nothing ^" By this 
anfwer the Pharifees were fo confuted on 

^ St. John, ijc. ^o, 31, 32, 33. 

their 
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DISC, their own principles' of arguing^ that they 
were enraged with this defender of his 
benefador; and in the manner ufual to 
perfons convinced againft their will, they 
aggravated their difingenuity, by infulting 
the man who had replied lo them with fo 
much truth and gratitude* But from the 
operation of Divine Power, which he had 
experienced in his own Cafe, the man who 
had received his light could not hefitate to 
acknowledge Jefus as the Chrift, the Son 
of God, when our Saviour in exjprefs 
words declared himfelf to be fuch. ** Jefus 
** faid unto him, doft thou believe on the 
" Son of God'?" i.e. doft thou feel dif- 
pofed to accept :and obey the Meffiah as 
the Son of God? "The. man anfwered, 
*' Who is he. Lord, that I might believe 
" on him?" And Jefos.;f?dd unto him, 
thou haft both {^txi him, and it is he that 
talketh with tbee^ . And the man faid, 
" Lord, I belifeve ;" and at the fame time, 
in fome ppftuie of adoration, worfhipped 
Jefus as the Meffiah the Son of God. 

' St. John, IX. 3*5, 36, 37; 38. 

- The 
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llie two miracles which we have thiis D IS c* 
hoticed, are remarkable - completions of 
Ifaiah's prophecy j they likewife claim our 
particular attention, as they occafion Chrift 
to make a declaration that He was the Mef- 
fiah, the Son of God. 

St. John, after recording theife miracles, 
relates another of a nature fo extraordinary, 
that though it is nbt peculiarly charader- 
iftic of the Meffiah, yet it is a moft in- 
cpnteftible proof, that Jefus afled by Divine 
appointment, and was fent from God* 
; Lazarus*, a man much regarded by 
Jefus, was feized with ficknefs. His fif* 
ters fent to inform Jefus of this affliding 
calamity, and hoped that from his known 
difpofition towards their brother, he would 
immediately come and reftorp health to 
his friend. Jefus, however, determining 
that this event Ihould be made the occafion 
of (hewing his Divine power, did not 
hafteh to the relief of Lazarus as the fif- 
ters in their fond impatience had expeded. 

• St* Jpbn» xi. !• 

K Oa 



130 . Jefus is the Chrifi^ 

DISC. On the contrary, he difcourfed vnxh his 
y^ difciplcs on the fltuation of their fmod^ 
and continued two days in the place where 
he had feceived the intelligence commuak* 
. ated from Martha and Mary. . At length, 
however, knowing that Lazarus was dead, 
he faith to his difciples, ** Lazarus flcep- 
" eth; but I go to awake him ojat -pf 
** fleep;'* in which expreffion our Locd 
intimated a confcioufnefs of that contronl 
over nature, wherewith he could as eafily 
call the dead to life, as awake tho£e who 
fleep } and that therefore death, when he 
chofe to reverfe it,^ was but a fufpenfion of 
the animal fpirits, like that which is the 
caufe of fleep. But his difciples mifunder^ 
flood what was really meant, and therefore 
Jefus tells them in exprefs words, ** Laza« 
** rus is dead.'* .He then points out the 
reafon for which he had delayed going to 
Bethany, till the death of Lazarus had 
taken {dace : ^^ I am glad for your j&kes 
•* that I was not there, to the intesit that 
" ye may believe •/' for the raifmg of a 
dead perfon would be a much flronger 
1 manifefta- 



i 
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tliahifeftation of Divine power, than the DISC, 
healing of a tick one, and of courfe would 
tend in ia greater degree to confirm the 
fitith of his difciples, and of all thofe who 
fhould behold this wonderful fcene, 

Jefus propeeds on his way to Bethany j 
and when he was not far diftant from it* 
he was met by Martha. An affeding arid 
interefting difcourfe enfues. Martha la« 
nents that Jefus bad not arrived fooner to 
prevent the death of her brother, and ex-- 
prefies fome hope, though not without a 
jnikture of defpair, that Lazarus might yet 
be teftored to her; Jefus confoles her with 
words that btfjpeak the moft humane con-* 
(fefcenfion, though pronounced with the 
xnoft awful dignity : " Thy brother fliall 
^^ rife agaiii# I am the refiurredion and 
•* the life ; he that b*lieveth in me, though 
** he were delul, yet fhall he live: and 
** whofoever lii^eth and believeth in me, 
^* aall never die'.'* This folemn decla- 
ration made by Jefus» drew from Martha 

'^ St. John> xi. 22. 

K 2 a con* 
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p I s C. a confeflion of her faith, " I believe that 
^' " thou art the Chrift, the Son of Godt 
" which Cbould come into the world/* 

Martha then calls Marj ; with whom 
came a great concourfe x)f Jews, who had 
been endeavouring to comfort the (ifters 
for the lofs of their brother. Mary^ in a 
pofture of reverence and humility, .e»* 
prefTed alfb her wifh, that otu: Lord^ by 
his more early arrival, had faved her brea- 
ther. The tears of Mary, the foxrow 
vifible in every countenance, the exprct* 
iions of grief uttered from all around him« 
moved the heart of our Lord with fuch 
compaffion that he was obferved to weep« 
The fight of his tears made fome remark 
how greatly he loved Lazarus. Others, 
with that malevolence which they bore in 
their minds againft Jefus, afked of each 
other^ " Could not he, which opened the 
** eyes of the blind^ have caufed that even 
** this man fhould not have died ?'' evincing 
thereby that ralhnefs fo natural to us all, 
with which we condemn the very kindeft 
adions, before we know the motives from 

whence 
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whence they proceed ; and implying their Disc, 
doubts with refpeft to the power of work- ^* 
ing miracles, which Jefus profefied. 

When Jefus came to the cavern in which 
Lazarus was laid, the attention of all was 
fixed on him, and they waited the event 
in filent expedation* Jefus bids them re- 
move the ftone from the mouth of the 
fepulchre : but Martha, not yet fufficiently 
confident that Jefus would raife her bro- 
ther, ventures to objed, that as the body 
had been four days in the grave, it mud be 
corrupt and offenfive. Jefus replies, " Said I 
** not unto thee, that if thou wouldft believe, 
«* thou fhouldft fee the glory of God ?'' 

The ftone is removed from the mouth 
of the cave, and the dead body is vifible 
to the furrounding fpc^iators. Jefus hav- 
ing then given thanks to Almighty God 
for the power communicated to Him at all 
times, and having made a folemn appeal to 
Heaven, that the work he was now about 
to perform, w^s exprefsly intended as a 
dired proof that he was fent from God, 
mx\i a loud and all-commanding voice ex-* 
K ^ claimcdf 
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DISC, claimed, " Lazarus^ come forth !" Imme- 
diately was verified the declaration he had 
made b^re the Jewifli Rulers, " As the 
^^ Father raifeth up the dead, and quicken-* 
** eth them, even fo the Son quickenetb 
« whomHewiirV 

The evident proof of Divine powa:, 
which had been fhewn in the'raiGng q€ 
Lazarus, could not fail of making deep 
imprefiion j ** Many therefore of the Jews^ 
^^ which came to Mary, when they bad 
** feen the things which Jefus did, believed 
" on him ",'* as the Meffiah, which fhouki 
come from God. Such, however, was the 
effed of obftinacy and prejudice on the con- 
duct of others, that although they could not 
poffibly * deny the piiracle wrought with 
fuch circumflances t)f public notoriety, yet 
theyhaftened to excite all the efforts of thQ 
Pharifees, in order to prevent the influence^ 
^hich a fa<a fo undoubted, as well as ex- 
traordinary, muft produce on all unprc^ 

»° St. John, V. 21. " St. John, xi. 45. 

• Stc Paley's «• Vkwr of the Evidences of ChiiftHifjity,** 
vol. iit pirt 3d. ch. 4iji^ p. 130. edit. |ft. 

judiced 
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judiced perfonst who fhould he^r it fimply Disc, 
related and credibly attefted. It ' is re- , 
markable that the Chief Priefts and Pha- 
rifees thcmfelves, in their reafoning on this 
and other miracles, do allow them to be 
paft contradiction : " What do we ? (fay 
** they,) for this man doth many mi- 
" racles." And the a<3:ual performance of 
fo many miracles was even a ground for 
their haftening to deftroy him. 

It is the wifdom of God to leave men 
free to follow their own counfels, and yet 
to diredt events in {jxch a manner, that his 
own appointments fcall finally be accom- 
pliftxed. That exercife of Divine power, 
which fhould have prevailed on the Jews 
to acknowledge Jefus as the Ghrift, the 
Meffiah, the Son of God, prompted them 
on the contrary to oppofe him by every 
poffiblc effort of iniquity, cruelty, and per- 
ffecution. But at the very moment in which 
they were gratifying their own vindidive 
paffions, they were, without intention, 
completing the prophecies which marked 
out the Meffiah, and counterading the 
K. 4 very 
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DISC* very end which they meant to promote^ 
Every inftance of unjuft and barbarous 
treatment i;vhich Jefus fuflered from the 
Jews, was but the literal aecomplifhment 
of what the Projphets had exprefely fore- 
told; and therefore tended, after his re* 
furredion, to confirm fincere enquirers, 
beyond all poffibility of miftake, in their 
belief that Jefus, who had wrought fuch 
miracles, was the Chrift whom all nations 
had expeded, and that He was, in the 
moil eminent and exalted fenfe of the 
word, " the Son of God.^ 

As the miracles performed by Jefus are 
proofs of his being the Mefliah, fo alfo are 
his difcourfes. The truths which he re^ 
vealed, the purity of his precepts, the con* 
virion which thofe precepts carried with 
them, the boldncfs with which he addrefled 
himfelf to all perfons, the fimplicity of his 
language, the weight of his matter, an4 
the dignity with which he delivered it, 
produced fuch an eflfe£t on thofe who heard 
him, that, on fome occafions, " the people 
^* were aftgniflied at his dodrine, for he 

" taught 
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" taught them as one having authority, DISC. 
*^ and not as the Scribes":" on others, they s.^,^ 
declared openly to the Jewifh Rulers, that 
** Never man fpake like this man"." St. 
John's Gofpel is particularly valuable for 
having preferred more of our Saviour'* 
difcourfes, than arc recorded by any of the 
other Evangelifts. To the important truths, 
which fome of thofe difcourfes make 
known to us, and which therefore we are 
bound to receive with the affurancc of 
faith, let us now direA our confideration. 

To Nicodemus our Lord explains the 
ijpiritual nature of his kingdom. He inti* 
mates that thofe, who would become his 
difciples, mufl: firft be baptized intd the 
profeffion of his religion, and then, by 
the affiftance of Divine grace, muft be fo 
renewed in their hearts and manners, as to 
repent of their former evil courfes, and to 
lead a new life of virtue and holinefs. He 
then declares the divinity of his perfon, 
the dignity pf his office, the end of his 

?* St. Matlh. v|i. aS* '^ St. John, vii. 46. 

fufferingS| 
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J> IS C. fiiffcrings, and the goodnefs of God in fcnd-^ 
ing his Son, that " * the worl4, through 
•* him^ might be faved '*." He concludes 
by condemning in the fevered terms the 
obftinacy atid depravity of thofe perfons 
who* becaufe they will not part with their 
fevourite vices, nor amend their corrupt 
pradliceif withftand the ftrongefl: evidence 
which can be given to truth, and rejed the 
gracious terms of falvation, which the Gofpel 
ui mercy propofes to them. 

He declares to the woman of Samaria, 
that the time was approaching when the 
worfliip of God ihould no longer confift 
of Jewifh rites, and be cofifined to any one 
particular place ; but that the true worlhip 
of God, who is Himfelf fpiritua), ihould 
be the dcvotipg of our fouls to the imitatioa 
of God's holinefs,. and the liftipg up of 
our hearts, with a lively fenfe of profound 
adoration towards that Almighty Being, 
who in power and knowledge is every 
where prefent \ and who therefore fees the 

♦ See Paley's View, , &c. vol. iu. p. 212. Ed. i(t. 
»♦ St. John, iii, 17. 

inward 
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inward piety and real goodnefs of men in D I s c 
all parts of the univerfe. And after this 
inftrodlion, Chrift reveals himfelf as the 
Meffiah, who was expedied to. remove all 
doubts about the proper place of worlhip, 
and to teach the will of God with the 
clearnefs and certainty of truth. 

On another occafion, our Saviour gives 
us an infallible rule, by which to interpret 
the figurative language ufed by him after 
the manner of the Jewifh Teachers and 
Writers, when he means to defcribe the 
nature and tendency of his dodrine : " It 
** is (fays he) the fpirit that quickeneth; 
** the flefli profiteth nothing : the words 
** that I fpeak to you, they are fpirit, and 
** they are life*'.'* This intimation leada 
us to underftand the exprcffions, in which 
He afferts, how infinitely the bleffings to 
be ixjnferred by Himfelf were foperior to 
the food which Mofes obtsdned for the 
Jews in the Wildernefs. •* My Father 
^^ (fays Chrift) giveth you the True Bread 

" St. John, VI. 63. 

" from 
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D I s c. « from Heaven.*' ** I am that Bread of 
*^ Life.*' ** I am the Living Bread, which 
** came down from Heaven : if any man 
** eat of this bread, he (hall live for ever : 
** and the bread that I will give is my 
** flefh, which I will give for the life of the 
^ world '\'' By this bread of life, which 
came down from Heaven, Chrift meant 
liimfelf ; and the fpiritual dodtrine by 
which he would reform and purify the fouls 
of men : and in the expreflion of ^* giving 
^ his flelb,*' he alludes to the facrifice 
which he was foon to make of himfelf, as 
an atonement for the fms of the world, 
that all mankind who fliould embrace his 
religion, and faithfully endeavour to ob- 
fervc his precepts, might be qualified for a 
ftate of future happinefs. The neceffity 
of embracing his religion and obeying his 
commands, he enforces by a declaration 
of the authority with which he fpeaks : he 
affirms that he came from Heaven; in 
proof of which he intimates that hereafter 

*• St, ^ohn, vi. 3^^48—51. 

they 
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they ihould fee him return to Heavea; he D i s Q» 
was therefore the revealer of God's will j 
which will, whofoever confcientioufly obeys^ 
will be rewarded with an eternity of fpi- 
ritual happinefs. 

. On the Feaft of Tabernacles Jefus ^2^ 
teaching publicly in the Temple, The 
Jew? were aftoniflied at the manner in 
which he expounded their Scriptures, with 
a degree of clearnefs and ftrength far be- 
yond the capacity of their ableft teachers* 
** How (fay they) knoweth this man 
" letters, having never learnt *^" " Jefus 
" anfwered them and faid. My doctrine is 
** not mine, but his that fent me. If any 
" man will do his will, he fhall^now of 
** the do€trine, whether it be of God, or 
** whether I fpeak of myfelf'V By this 
he fignifies, that God is the original au- 
thor of that dodirine, which inculcates 
faith and repentance as neceffary to falva*^ 
tion; and he affirms, that whoever wili 
take pains to conform his practice to what 

*^ St. Joh«, vii. 154 *■ Su John, vii, i6, 17. 

he 
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^JZ' , in hia heart that the dodirine of Chrift 

agrees with God's will, a will which 
would have all men ftrive to poffefs their 
fouls with a moft entire love of purity and 
holinefs, that bdng thus prepared for a ftate 
into which no impurity, no impiety can 
entcr^ they may at length experience unin- 
terrupted fatisfadion in the perpetual ad- 
miration and exercife of goodnefs. Such 
a will does Chrift exhort all men to cAey ; 
and adds weight to his exhortation by de- 
claring himfelf commiffioned by God in 
thefe folemn and exprefs words, " I am 
«* from Him, and He hath fcnt me 'V' 

In other difcourfes of our Lord we hear 
him fay, " I am fhe Light of the World •^'' 
^ Before Abraham was, I am.** " I am 
*• the Way, and the Truth, arid the Life: 
•* no mati cometh unto the Father, but by 
*' me"." ** He that hateth me, hateth 
« my Father alfo^'' " The Father loveth 

'• St. Joh», vii. 29, »o St. John, viii. 12— jS. 

** St. John, xiv. 6. ** St. John, x?. 23. 

« you> 
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** you, becaufe ye have loved me, and D 1 S a 
*' believed that I came out from God*V* ^1 

The bare recital of thefe paflagee, from 
diffcreat; parts of St. John's Gofpel, muft 
fufficiently convince unprejudiced and candid 
-Bearers, that before his appearance among 
men, Gbrift exifted in glory with the Far- 
ther; that he left that glory to inftn^ 
mankind in the way of righteoufnefs and 
in the truth of religion ; that through the 
redemption wrought by him, we may 
obtain eternal life ; that through the inter- 
treflion made by him we have accefs to the 
Father j that God will approve of thofe, 
Vfho fincerely embrace and earneftly obey 
the dodrine of Chrift; but will leave ta 
the fatal confequences of their own folly, 
all thofe who reje£l a dodrine, the truth 
of which has been atteftcd by fuch evi- 
dence as no one could produce, unlefs he 
Were affifted by the power of God in con- 
trouling the common courfe of nature j. 
Wnkfs he were enlightened by the wifdom 
C§ God in revealing a difpenfation, which 

* '^ St- John, xvi. 27. 

no 
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DISC, no depth of human underftanding cvit had 
difcovered, or could poffibly conceive. The 
fum of that evidence lies in the miracles 
and difcourfes recorded, as by the other 
Evangelifts, fo more particularly by St. 
John, recorded with a view moft benefi- 
cent, and to a purpofe moft falutary ; for 
all " thefe things were written'* to convince 
us "that Jefus is the Chrift, the Son of 
•* God>" to the end that " believing in 
•* him" fo cfFedually as to relinquifh our 
vices, and to acquire habits of virtue 
and piety, in obedience to his Gofpcl, we 
** might have" an eternal " life" of fpi- 
ritual happinefs prolonged to our purified 
and regenerated fouls, through the pre- 
vailing influence of " his Name," who 
having died that we might obtain the fa- 
vour of God, ever liveth to intercede for 
our involuntary tranfgrejQGions* 



Blefled Lord ! who haft caufed all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learnings 
grant that we may in fuch wife hear them, 

read^ 
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read, mark, learn, and inwardly digefi ^ ^ s c* 
them, that hy patience and comfort of thy 
holy Word, we may embrace and ever 
hold faft the blefled hope (jf everlafting 
life, which thou haft given us in our Sa* 
viour Jefus Chrift! 
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D1S£QU RSE VI. 

The Jews inexcufable for judgitig according 
to Appearances* 



John, vii. 24* 

yuJge not according to the appearance^ but 
judge righteous judgments 

DISC. 'ITTHATEVER be the fubjed propofed 
for our confideration, to decide on 
it merely from a partial view, without 
patiently inveftigating and maturely exa- 
mining every principal circumftancc which 
may lead us to form a right opinion, is 
unreafonable precipitancy : and the impro- 
priety of fuch rafhnefs becomes propor* 
7 tionably 
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tioQably greater,, as the matter for delibera** Disc, 
tion ijin iter nature interefting, in its con- 
feq\ieQc«6 ipiportant. 

It ]s aot necefisuy, it would not be true, 
to fay, that the fubjeds which employ the 
human mind are all frivolous, when they 
relate to this world only : on the contrary, 
as our happinefs in this life depends very 
much on our prudent thoughts about the 
management of x)ur worldly concerns, that 
we fhould be intent on purfuits immedi«» 
atdy conducive to our welfare, is a natural 
diredion of our reafon, and an abfolute 
duty of our ftation. 

But then it muft be allowed, that i£ 
there be any fubjed which profefles to lead 
us farther than merely to worldly happi* 
nefsj which embraces nx>t only the prefent 
time, but paft and future ages alfo ; which 
imparts to us a knowledge not of our fel- 
low-ereatures done, but of other beings 
alfo infinitely fuperior to us ; which fpeaks 
to us, not as mortals of a few days, but 
as fpiritual agents deftined to eternity j 
if there be any fubjed, which above all 
L 2 others 
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DISC, others can adorn, exalt, and dignify onr 
nature, that muft be confefled to furpafsf 
in importance all other concerns in whichr 
man can be engaged. Religion then is the 
fubjedt, which in its profpe£l is fo wide, 
in its extent fo vaft, in its inftrudtion fo 
deep, in its application fo elevating, in its 
influence fo effedtual towards the improv- 
ing and ennobling of mankind. If there- 
fore confideration of advantages more "li- 
mited and more tranfitory be our rational 
bufinefs, attention to religion, which pro- 
mifes bleflings of the higheft value and of 
an endlefs duration, is a duty proportion* 
ably more incumbent on us : if negligence 
in the one be culpable, indifference to the 
other muft be doubly criminal ; andt if it 
be the part of prudence to weigh all cir- 
cumftances before we determine how to 
a£t in .temporal matters, it is infinitely more 
the part of prudence, becaufe our happi* 
nefs is infinitely more concerned therein, 
to collect and confider the grounds on 
which religion is fupported ; left, through 
prefumption, we offend againft that^ which 

upoa 
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ppon candid examination is found to be D I s C. 
^ . VI. 

truth, V. 

In tfie courfe of ages different fyftems of 
religion have offered themfclves for accept- 
ance;, to the Jews In particular was firft 
preached that G9fpel, which communicates 
to lis the moft fublime knowledge, and 
comforts us with the hope of eternal fal- 
yatlon. Bi^t this Gofpel the Jews rejeded: 
and wherefore ? Becaufe they judged rafhly 
and partially from appearance ; becaufe 
they confulted prejudice; becaufe they 
were proud, arrogant, and obftinately re- 
folved not to be convinced that the Teacher 
of the Gofpel religion was fent from God : 
and in thus ading they betrayed the moft 
unpardonable prefumption, fince they re- 
fufed to admit, in all their full and ftrlking 
force, the evidences by which Chrift infal- 
libly proved himfelf to be the Son of God, 
appointed to reform the fins of mankind ; 
to offer a New Covenant between God and 
lyian, and to point out the gracious means 
by which man's reconciliation with God 
WAS to be effeded. 

L 3 B7 
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DISC. By the prediflioM of their Prophets^ 
through many fucccffive generations, the 
Jews had been taught to exped that at 
the time in which Chrift appeared, there 
fhould come into the world fome remark- 
able perfon : but as the o£Sce of this peribn 
was to be twofold, as he was firft to be a 
Propitiatory Sacrifice, and then a Spiritual 
King, his charader is defcribed in terms 
which refer fometimes to his ftate of hu- 
miliation, and fometimes to his kin^don^ 
of glory. The Jews, blinded by their 
ambition and intereft, overlooked the pro- 
phecies, which pointed out the Meffiab in 
a fullering condition, and interpreted all 
predictions of his grandeur and authority, 
as if they implied earthly, and not fjpi- 
ritual dominion. Under the influence of 
malign paflions and mifconceived preju- 
dice, they were offended when Chrift pre- 
fented himfelf in meeknefs and poverty as 
the Mefliah whom their Prophets foretold. 
Though they heard and faw, that at his 
. Almighty word ** the blind received their 
^* fight, the lame wefe enabled to walk. 
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** the lepers were cleanfcd, the deaf reco- ^ 1 8 C^ 
•♦ vered their hearing, the dead were re- 
•^ ftored to Kfe^;*^ though they acknow^ 
ledged among themfelves, that he did 
many miracles ; though with aftoniihment 
at his dodrines a;nd extraordinary demon*^ 
ftrations of power they exclaimed, ** Whence 
^^ hath this man this wifdom and thele 
*^ mighty works *;'' yet fuch was their 
infatuation and fuch their envy, that they 
would not receive him as a Prophet fent 
from God, but obje&ed to him the mean- 
nefs of his birth. 

In this their objedion the Jews were 
guilty of two errors. Had they enquired 
into the lineage of Chrift's fuppofed fa- 
ther, they would have found him to have 
been defcended from the mod illuftrious of 
their kings : his family^ therefore^ though 
not fplendid in fituation, was yet noble in 
extraction. But the greateft inftance of 
their perverfenefs is in the conclufion they 
drew- from Chrift's apparently low birtlu 

^ 3t. Mattfa. xi. 5. * St.Matth, adH.^ 54. 

h 4 For^ 
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p I s (J. For, if Chrift really was of fuch mean 
I parentage as they conceived, if qeverthelels 
he wrought miracles impofiible. for mere 
man to perform, and preached truths with 
a depth of knowledge, a clearnefs of e^^* 
poiition, and an energy of language unat* 
taipable by the Scribes and Pharifees, the 
inference to be drawn from thefe cxtraor-^ 
dinary circumftances was, that certainly 
God and Divine Power muft co-operate 
with him : for if what he eSeded could 
not be done by any man, much lefs by one 
whom they imagined to be of low birth 
and no education, then his works and 
words muft have proceeded from fuper- 
natural affiftance imparted to him by God : 
the reafoning therefore of the Jews was 
dircSly contrary to what in truth and fair 
argument it fhould have been. 

In the contemplation of- every one, who 
pbferves the difpenfations of Providence in 
$1 more extended view, on another account 
the Jews muft appear culpable. What 
if the family of Chrift had really been low, 
?s they imagined? Is God the Maker of 

M 
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the rich only ? Are thq bleflings of Heaven Disc, 
imparted only to the powerful ? or rather, ^- ^-\^ 
" do not high and low, rich and poor, one 
^' with another V' ^^1 ihare in the bene- 
ficence and loving- kindnefs of our Hea- 
venly Father ? We from our own experi- 
ence are convinced, that although for the 
better regulating of fociety, diftindions of 
rank are abfolutely neceflary, yet the gifts 
of wifdom and intelledual powers are dif- 
tributed by God with indifference to hu- 
man inftitutions. And the Jews fliould 
hav^ known from tlieir own Scriptures, 
that *' though the Lord be high, yet hath 
'' he refped: unto the lowly ^;" that "he 
/' raifeth up the poor out of the duft, to 
-*' fet him with princes, even with the 
" princes of his people \" " For thus 
^' faith the High and Lofty one that inha- 
" biteth Eternity, whofe name is Holy ; I 
" dwell in the high and holy place; with , 
^' him alfo that is of a contrite and humble 

^ Pfal. xlix. 2. * PfaL cxxxyiii. 6. ' 

f Pfal. cxiii. 7, ^. 

•* fpirif, 
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" fpirit, to revive the fpirit of the humble, 
*^ and to revive the heart of the contrite 
^* ones*.'* In their haaghty difdain of the 
poor and nieek, and more efpecialiy in 
their rejeding of Chrift from his apparent 
condition, their own Scriptures muft be to 
the Jews a teftimony againft them. 

But ftill more to their condemnation 
may their own Scriptures be adduced, for 
their rejefting of Chrift becaufe of his fuf- 
ferings. Had they examined their facred 
writings with impartiality, they would have 
found that the very circupiftances which 
gave offence to their prejudices, were the 
events which fliould mark out the Mefliah 
in a peculiar manner. Was Chrift hated 
without caufe by the Rulers of the Jews? 
did he meet with an ungrateful return for , 
all the bleffings confierred upon the people ? 
was he betrayed through treachery, and 
accufed in falfehood ? was he infulted 
in his afflidion, was he adjudged, and 
popdemned as a tranfgreffor ? It had been 

* liai>h^ Ivii. 15. 

obfcurely 
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obfcurely intimated in fome, and clearly Disc, 
cxprefled in other Scriptures, that Meffiah 
was to endure thefe indignities; and fo 
exa£t is the correfpondence of the accom- 
plifhment with the prediAions, that the 
moft minute circumftances foretold by the 
Prophets, are literally fulfilled in our Lord's 
fiifferings. Whatever pretence therefore 
th€ Jews might have pleaded for rejedling 
Chrift as the Meffiah before his death, yet 
when the wonderful agreement between 
the prophecies and the particular incidents^ 
at his paffion, was clearly pointed out to 
them, and when it was made evidept from 
Scripture that thus it became the Meffiah 
to fuffijr, all objection to Chrift on that 
head*" was totally without foundation, and 
proceeded from judging, rather according 
to appearance, than according to righteous 
judgment. 

Had the Jews been difpofed to deter- 
mine on Chrift's miffion from pure prin- 
ciples of candour and truth, they muft have 
been influenced, not only by confidering 
the prcdidious of their Scriptures, but by 

obferving 
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DISC, obferving alfo the completion of Chrift*^ 
own prophecy. They knew he had faid, 
whilft he was yet alive, *' After three days 
*' I will rife again ' ;" and they took every 
every precaution by which to obftrqQ: the. 
conveying of his body from the tomb. 
But what was the event ! He that had been 
mocked and fcourged by his enemies, foon 
holds the feeble efforts of malignity in de-^ 
rifion ; he that had been crucified as a con- 
demned malefador, foon rifes in triumph 
as the King of Glory ; he that was thought 
to be fecured in a fepulchre, foon exults ia 
vidory over death and the grave ; he that 
had been defpifed and , rejected of men, 
** him hath God highly exalted, and giverji 
*' him a name which is above every name, 
** that at the name of Jefus every knee 
*' fhould bow, of things in Heaven, and 
** things in earth, and things under the 
*' earth ; and that every tongue fhould 
*' confefs that Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the 
•* glory of God the Father V 

y St.Matih, xxvii. 6^. « Phil. H. 9. 

To 
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Td tfee unparalleled confirmation of all Disc, 
his wordis atid doClfiries, which Chrift gave ^ " 
by his- Tefurredlion, the difciples of ouiT 
Lord iacrifited/firft their prejudices, and 
t^iert their lives : but before this manifefta- 
<ion of Divine power, even his own dif- 
cipl^ forfook and denied him. In his 
knowledge of that • weaknefs with which 
-men are accuftbmed rather to be influenced 
by outward circumftances in forming their. 
opinion, than • enquire maturely into the 
caufes and wait patiently for the refult of 
adlions ; in his knowledge of that bafenefa 
with which too many defert their friends in 
the hour of diftrefs and anguifh ; in his 
prophetic fpirit, by which he forefaw the 
whole coiSe of events that would befal 
himfelf, he warned his difciples of the 
apoftacy which would enfue among them, 
when he fhould be betrayed ; he checke4 
the confidence with which they profefled 
the moft inviolable conftancy, the moft 
indiflbluble attachment to him. He di4l 
not indeed queftion the fincerity with 
which they fpake at the moment, biit he 

difcouraged 
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B I s c. difcouraged too prdumptcious a reliance oa 
; thqir own firmnefs in the midft c^ trial : he 
told them plainly, that notwithftandipg the 
proteftation8 they had made of being ready 
to die with him, yet they would all be 
o£fende4 and prejudiced againft him, when 
the malice of his periecutors began to exe- 
cute Uie iniquity and cruelty which they 
had long been meditating againft him. The 
4)redidion of our Lord was but too literally 
accomplifhed ! With that artlefs fimplidty 
which chara6:erifed the language of unre« 
ferved truth, the Evangelifts confefs^ that hia 
difciples '' all forfook him and fled ' !'^ 

But now mark the reverfe of their con-^ 
du£k. They who were full of doubts and 
tmcertainty, become confidently afliired that 
Chrift was the Mefliah; they who had 
been difmayed at the fight of bis danger, 
become bold and regardlefs of all the perils 
which might threaten them/elves y they 
who, like the Scribes and Pharifees, had 
jDUfconceived the nature of Mefliah's king* 

» St. Mattk. xxvi. j6. 

dom. 



according to Appear and i. 15^ 

dom, become unwearied and undaunted D I s c^ 
jpreachers of fpiritual reformation, of an ^ * 
atoning facrifice, of a future recompenfe* ' 
And how are we to account for this 
extraordinary change? There is no other 
principle on which human nature is ob-* 
ferved to a£t, there is no other motive by 
which the mind of man is cohimonly in« 
fluenced, that could be adequate and fufii^ 
cient towards the eflfe£ting of fo fuddea 
and marvellous an alteration; ocular de^ 
monftration alone could have operated {9 
ftrongly, as to produce this difference of 
fentiment and condud in our Lord's dif- 
ciples. Their eyes, faw, their ears heard^ 
their hands touched the body of Chrift j a 
body, which they had lately beholden dead 
on a croft, but which the teftimony of 
their own * fenfcs now proved to be alive# 
By Cephas, by James, by all the Apoftles, 
by above five hundred brethren at once^ 
was our Lord feen, after his refurredion, 
and for forty days he converfed with hb 

• See Palcy'i View, &c. vol. ii. p. 305. Ed. ift. 
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DISC, difciples " on things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God '*"." Proof thus infallible 
could not be refifted by ingenuous* minds : 
the offence of the crofs was done away; 
and thofe very perfons who had forfaken 
their Leader at the approach of perfecu- 
tion, now, on the contrary, in the moft 
public manner, in the very midft of Jeru- 
falem, in terms forcible and perfuafive, 
proclaimed, ** Let all the houfe of Ifrael 
** know afluredly, that God harh made that 
'** fame Jefus, whom ye have crucified* 
** both Lord and Chrift'V' 

By fuch confeffion and enforcing of 
truth, did the Apoftles atone for that late 
raflinefs, which hurried them to judge from 
appearances that Jefus was not the Chrift, 
They now faw the weaknefs of concluding 
againft the validity of his claim to Divine 
miiEon, from one part only of Chrift's 
charader ; and with more wifdom corapre^ 
hended the liobole of his hiftory, in deter- 
mining on the certainty of what Jefus ha(i 

'° Aas, i. 3. " Aa<, ii. 3(5. 

profeflTcd* 
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profefled* The ftriking co-incidence of D I s c. 
his birth, life, and fufFerings, with the 
Scripture prophecies; the miracles he had 
wrought frequently and openly before all 
the people ; the many intimations given by 
him of the death which he was to endure ; 
the caufe for which he was to lay down his 
life ; and the manner in which he rofe from 
death to life, from weaknefs to power, from 
ignominy to glory^ from the grave to Hea- 
ven ; all tbefe circumftances taken together 
as one body of evidence, impelled the 
Apoffles to receive and worfhip him, wha 
^as " declared to be the Son of God, with 
^* power, according to the fpirit of holinefs, 
^* by the refurredion fjrom the dead"*.'* 

ITiofe, to whom the Apoftles firft 
preached Chriftianity, were confirmed in 
their belief of what was delivered to them, 
partly by the undoubted veracity and com- 
petent knowledge of the perfons who had 
witnelTed the fads they aflerted, partly by 
the influence which the Qofpel dodrines 

" Rom. i. 4. 
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D T s C. produced on the 'morals of converts, but 
'\^-^^^ more particularty^ by the miracles which 
the Apoftles were enabled to wotIc in the 
name of Chrift. ■ Thcfc miracles were of 
fuch notoriety, that even the Jewifh Riilef s 
could not deny the reality' of them : ftill,' 
however, perfifting in their inveterate pre- 
judices, they continued^ acWiftg error to 
error, and lin to fin, till the- meafifre of 
their iniquity was full. 'When Peter arid 
John were queftionfed about t'he ciire whkt 
they had wrought on a man that was lame/ 
and when in reply they attributed the whole: 
of their power to the name of Chrift, the 
Jews marvelled. From the dignity and' 
fpirit with which the refurreftion . and' 
divine influence of Chrift were jdcdared by* 
perfbnis who had been ^ neither well edu- 
cated, nor teachers of the law, ' nor ma^' 
giftrates in authority, the Rulers, con- 
fiftently with fairnefs and candour, ihould 
have acknowledged bpehly what they felt 
. and confefled fecretly, thiat there was fome-' 
what extraordinary in the language, and 
fupernatural in the work of the Apoftlei. 

/ But 
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But fairnefs and' candour are unknown toDISc, 
minds already determined not to obey the 1 
truth : they beheld the man who had been 
healed^ and could fay nothing againfl the 
cure ; they reafoned thus ; " What fhall 
•' we do to thefe men ? for that indeed a 
*' notable rpiracle hath been done by them 
" is manifeft to all them that dwell in Jeru- 
** falem; and we cannot deny it'V The 
obvious refult of fuch a confeffion fliould 
have been a belief of Chrift's refurredi'on, 
in atteftation of which this miracle had 
been wrought ; on the contrary^ the Rulers 
** commanded the Apoftles, not to fpeak at 
** all, nor teach in the name of Jefus/' Dif- 
ferent, Jhbwever, was the efFed of this and 
other miracles, on the minda of the people; 
for, in defiance of all the endeavours and * 
threats of their raagiftrates, they " glori- 
" fied God for that which was done '*:** . 
and the number of thofe that believed 
increafed daily. Upon the credibility of 
Ihe Evangelical hiftoty, wherein are re* 

Ma corded 
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DISC, corded the miracles which convinced and 

^'_ converted the firft Chriftians, a fucceffion 

of believers, through the moft civilifed 

parts of the vrorld, have from age to age 

continued to embrace and pradife Cbriili- 

anity: upon the fame grounds, upon an 

aflurance that thofe v\rho have gone before 

us weighed ferioufly and confcientioufly 

the proofs of our religion ; upon the tefti* 

mony of prophecies which are at this time 

completing ; upon the progrefs of Chrifti- 

anity by the mere energy of truth, in 

oppofition to the paffions and interefts of 

the world ; upon the internal excellence df 

its moral precepts; upon the hopes and 

promifes with which it comforts the foul; 

*• let us hold faft the profeffion of our faith 

•' without wavering "/' 

But the confidence with which we re- 
ceive this difpenfation of God's mercy, is 
not to be a barren affent unprodudive of 
moral efFeds. As to the irrefiflible evid- 
ence of the Gofpel we facrifice our pre- 
judices, fo. to .the pure precepts of the 

Gofpel 
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GoiQpel we muft facrifice our vices, our DISC, 
pafiions, our appetitee. It is not enough 
that we abandon crimes of notorious pro- 
fligacy : it is not enough that we ceafe to 
be drunkards, liars, fwearers, fenfualifts, 
blafphemers, difhoneft, irreligious, fo far 
only as not to be thought cenfurable by 
fociety in the general courfe of our lives. 
The Gofpel requires more than this: it 
requires us to refifl: the very firft motions 
of the heart that have a tendency to evil; 
it requires us to fupprefs the principle, 
which, if followed to its confequences, 
would lead to criminality j it requires us to 
fubdue the affe^ions, which if indulged 
would terminate in vice j it requires us to 
abftain, not nierely from the outward com- 
mifEpn, but even from the '•^ mental concep- 
tion of f^n. la the ftruggles againft de- 
praved iqclination confifts the Chriftian 
warfare; and in the purity of foul and 
manners prefcribed by the Gofpel, confifts 
the fuperior excellence of Chriftian morals?. 

• Sec Palqr*« View, ^c. pa^t 11. cb. u. vol.. ii. p. i ijO* 
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D I s C. To the obfervancc of thefe morals we are 

VI. 

called bjr every the moft pre£Gng mo- 
tive. As beings endued with reafdn, we 
are bqund to live according to that law 
^vhich reafon approves as moft beneficial to - 
human nature. As beings caj5able of dif- 
tinguifliing between right and wrong, and 
accountable to our Maker for the propei;; 
life of our talents, we are bound to a<3: on 
the beft principles of condud which have 
ever yet been made known to n^ankind. 
As children of light, w^ are bound to walk 
in that light. As we know the heinous 
natur? of fin to be fuch, that to reconcile 
the mercy and goodnefs of God^ the.facri- 
fice of his own Eternal Son was necefliary ; 
from deteftation of what is in itfelf fo fla- 
gitious, we fhould " abhor that which is 
^* evil, and cleave ^o that which is good 'V 
Taught as we are, that Chrift •* gave him- 
" felf for us, that he , might, redeem us 
^' from all iniquity, and purify to himfelf 
** a peculiar people zealous of good 
V works 'V we are bound not to fruftrate 



»<^ Rom. xii. 9* " Tit.ii. 14. 
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one great and important end of his fufFer- Disc, 
ings, by continuing to commit thofe Vfery 
(ins which he came into the/world to forbid 
and condemn. Confcious that we are ever 
Siting anii thiriking in the fight of our 
Maker, our -Redeemer, our ' Sandifier ; 
confcious that to Them muft be open the 
inmoft receffee-of our hearts; confcious 
that from Them we muft receive that por- 
tion of happinefs: which J we; would en- 
joy in. a fpiritual ftate \, by reverentis^l ^we 
of*^ th? Divine prefence, by fe^r of adding 
to the guilt of our natural depravity, by 
the profpedl of obtaining an eternal recom- 
penfe for our endeavours after holinefs in 
this life; by all thefe confiderations we are 
called upon. " in all things to adorn the 
*' doi^inc of God our Saviour "/* 

M Tit. ii. IO. 
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DISCOURSE VII. 

On the Choice of Friends j and reading 
the Scriptures* 



Psalm i. i, 2. 

Blejfcd Is the man that walketh not in the 
counfd of the ungodly ^^ nor Jiandeth in the 
way ofjinners^ nor Jittcth in the feat of 
thefcornful: but his delight is in the Law 
of the Lord^ and in his Law dotb be 
meditate day and night. 

#D I S c- np HOUGH every portion of Scripture 

* I in the Old Teftament is highly valu- 

able, yet the Book . of Pfalms in a parti- 
cular manner appears to be incomparably 
excellent. Thefe iacred hymns recom- 
mend themfelv^s to our attention under 
feveral chara^crs, and deferve our admi- 
ration 
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ration on various accounts. For, whether Disc. 
we would be elevated by the nobleft ftrains 
. of the moft fublime poetry ; whether we 
would pour forth the efFufions of pious 
gratitude to the Author and Giver of every 
blefling ; whether we would find confola- 
tion to our fouls in the hour of diftrefs and 
atiguilh; or whether we would furnifh our 
minds with precepts of virtue and maxims 
of religion ; we need but have recourfe to 
the feveral Pfalms, according to the feveral 
fubjeds of which they treat, and according 
to the different* ftyles in which they arc 
each adapted to the different arguments 
they illuftrate. Hence, on every occafion, 
in every condition, and under every cir- 
cumftance of life, we may find in one or 
other of them fomething applicable to our- 
ielves, fomething th^t will fpeak forcibly 
to our own bofoms, fomething that will 
either gratify the pious affe£lion which is 
predominant in our hearts, or fomething 
that wiirrightly inform the underftanding 

* See BiHipp Lowth^s tif^entx-fifih and four foUoiriog 

licd»rc| Ojp Hebrew Pocirj, 

ia 
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D I 5 C. in that wifdom which is good, and leadeth 



VII 



unto l^vation. Under this laft defcription 
i^omes the Pfalm immediately .before ns : 
for in it is contained an earneft exhortation 
to the right condudl of life j enforced, on 
the one hand, by confiderations of that 
happincfs which the virtuous and religious 
enjoy j on the otl^er, by a coiitraft arifing 
from that mifery which the corrupt 34nd, 
impious experience. . . 

A bleffing is firft proqoi[;n9ed 00 him 
\yho does not affpei^te with the ungodly, 
with (inners, with t|ie., fc;or;^u^ ; but who 
rather meditates pn the important truths 
of religion, ^nd ^ndeavours to f9llow ^hc 
duties they eiyoiu in al^^is ^^dipus. ' 

It is to be obferved, that when in (he 
Old Teftam?nt ia bleffing is promUed to the 
righteous, the I^aw- giver, o^ Prpphet, who, 
utters the benedidipnj^ refers in the firft 
inftance to the pecu^ar. covenant by which 
the Jewiih nation was direded. That, 
government was carried on by the fandiion 
of rewards and punifhments, not fpiritual 
find remote only, but temporal, and pre- 
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fent alfo: hence the efFedt of obedience to Disc, 

• - ** VII y 

the Divine Law was to the Jews produ<3:ivc 
of immediate profperity. With us, who* 
live under the Gofp^l, the cafe is different/ 
For though a due • obfervjance of virtue 
and piety has a natural tendency towards 
prompting our happinefs, yet it does not 
uniformly and invariably terminate in 
worldly fuccefs. We are taught to a^ oa 
higher principles than nierely expedations 
of welfare in" this ftate ; we are animated 
to purfue what is juft and right with the 
profpe£t of 4 recompeiife to be given here- 
after ; ' a recompenfe which wijl conlifl: 
neither . of wealt^i, nor power, nor gran- 
deur : fatlsfadofy reflexions on paft endea- 
vours to obey, the compjiands of Chrift ; 
increafe of knowledge in divine truths, 
progrdSive improvement in moral perfec- 
tion, thefe will be the eflential parts of that 
recompenfe, the attainment of which i$ 
referved for a futpre period of our exiftence 
in the world of fpirits. 

It is neceffary to recolleft this diflin^ipa 
between the fandions of the Old and New 

Teftaraent, 
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DISC. Teftament, that we may not now take in 
I a literal fenfe expreilions, which, though 
ftridly applicable under the Jewifh dif- 
peniation, are n<H: to be ufed without a 
confiderable degree of latitude and (jpiritual 
interpretation, under the Chriflian CoFe- 
nant. With this precaution we fhall not 
be in danger of creating^ to ourfdves 
groundleis ansdety, if, in the experience 
we have of the world, we fhould find that 
the virtuous and religious are not always 
rewarded with outward profperity, though 
they always will be comforted with inward 
ladsfa£bion, and a confcioufnefs that God 
and good men approve of every a&ion 
proceeding from motives of faulty and 
benevolence. 

In this enlarged acceptation, and with 
reference chiefly to fpiritual happinefs,^ 
though not without fome view to worldly 
profperity, we may proceed to examine the 
Pfalmift's aflfertion, and demonfbrate the 
truth of it. 

The adions of men proceed in great 
meafure from their principles, and their 

principles^ 
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principled depend very much upon the com- Disc, 
panions with whom they contradl familiar ( 
friendfliip. The efFeds which are pro- 
duced through familiar friendfliip, arife 
from the natural influence of converfation, 
and example. Converfation, carried oa 
without reftraint or referve, hy frequent 
repetition, imprints on the mind whatevec 
opinions are_ entertained by the perfons with 
whbm we are clofely connected. Hence it 
has happened, that in procefs of time a 
fatal change of fehtiment has been made in 
many, who once abhorred the very thought 
of what was bad, and who turned away 
with difguft from the very conception of 
what was improper. A change oifentiment 
from good to bad, prepares the way for a 
reverfc of condudl in the fame unhappy 
extreme. Added to this is the powerful 
impulfe by which example hurries us on to 
imitate the adions of thofe whom we con*^ 
Ijder as our patterns. * Man is of all crea- 

* To Ti y«g /Aif^r(y9a» cvfA/Jivrov toi; apS^^iroK «« iro»)W» in> 

Arut. Poet. 

A tures 
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D I S 0. tures the moft prone to imitation; and it U 
* ^Imofi impoffible but ihat fimilarity of mai>- 
hers and a<aions niuft be contraded by thofe 
bet weep whom there fubfifts long intimacy. 
Sometimes imperceptibly, fometimes, de* 
fignedly, either with a , view of gratifying 
thofe with whom they aflbciate, or froni a 
perfuarron that what their companions do, 
cannot be blameable in themfeives ; men in 
general conform themfelves to the prin- 
ciples and pradiice of their moft intimate 
and confidential friends. 

Such then being the elFeds of converfa- 
tion and example, we may indeed pro- 
nounce that perfon happy, who has never 
liftened to the inftigations of the (Corrupt, 
has never been the companion of the vici- 
ousVhas never connefted himfelf in clofe 
intimacy with thofe who in, their folly 
*• make a mock of fin'," and treat religioa 
with difrefped, 

OF all companions, the fcoffers at rdigion 
are the moft dangerous and peftilential. It 
^ their unreafonable and unnatural pleafure 

* P/ov. xiv. o. 

.. ., to 
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«... 
to fap the very foundation of all virtue ; to b I s c. 

deftroy the dif6n£tion of right and wrong, ^ 
to fubvert the main ground on which fo- 
ciety fubfiftsi^ to' difturb the peace of good 
minds, and to take from the world the 
Providence,* the Attributes, the Exiftence 
of God. Of him that is negligent in the 
duties 6f Religion merely from inattentiqn, 
there may be h6pes that he MR at length , 
fee his error, and return to a fenfe of |)ief y 
towards' Ws ^ Maker and* Redeemer : Of 
him \^hoV though he has deviated from the 
paths of virtue, has not'^ yet learned to juf- 
tify his i^cloiis irregularities, there may be 
hopes thiat he will at length amend the evil 
of his ways : but of him who has fo far 
perverted his judgment, fo far refifted the 
ftrongeft fuggeftions of confcience, fo far 
oppofed the cleareft reafonings of the hu- 
man mind, of him who has fo far differed 
from the general co6fent of mankind, and 
is fo far loft to all fenftf of ddfcency, and to 
all love of virtue, as to 'deride the leading 
truths of religion; of fuch'a perfon there 
can be formed no hopes, that he will defift 

from 
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O I S ^4 from beine a monfter in the * rational 

VII 

world, and a nuifance to the fociety which 

he frequents* The pains which he muft 
have taken to deftroy the heft inftinds and 
jnoft favourable prejudices in his natures- 
preclude all expedation that fuch a per- 
fon can be reclamed* Sooner fhall the 
^ Ethiopian change his fldn, and the 
" leopard his fpots *," than the empty and 
petulant fcoffer at religion and virtue return 
to a juft way of thinking and aAingi From 
him, therefore, in a more particular man- 
ner, fhould we turn away, on any advances 
of intimacy which be may be difpofed to 
make. Nothing that can tend to diminiih 
our reverence of Almighty God, nothing 
that can tend to loofen our principles of 
morality in thought, word, or deed, Ihould 
be fo admitted into our daily habits as to 
become familiar : from " the counfel of 
*' the ungodly, from the way of finners, 
** from the feat of the fcornful," we 

* C^icaDqoe Deum aot ouoien non agnofcit^ Boa Uft- 
torn ratione carets fed etiam feofa. 

AricENN A, quoied by Monxay dc Pleflca. 
^ Jerem. ziii. 23. 

muft 
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ihlift remove ourfelves in the forming; of D I s c. 

VII 

our friendlhips, if we value and wifli to , 
fectire peace of rbind dnd the faVour of 
God. 

Thus cautious are we to be in the form** 
itig of friendlhips, and in the choice of 
compahiohs } and the happy cbnfequenctf 
of dilr circumfpedion will be, the preferta* 
tiori of tout innocence. For fuch a reward, 
it is not only our doty^ but our inteffeft 
alfo, to obferve the Pfalraift's admonition. 

It is however to b^ remembered, that, 
although the Pfalmift moft powerfully dif-** 
fuades us from contrading ititifnades with 
the vicious and wicked, yet he does not 
fall into that rigid and fupercilious auftcrity, 
tvhich would prohibit all intercourfe virith 
men as they chance to be found in a mixed 
tnultitude. There is a wide differdncc be- 
tween forming intimacies with par^culaf 
perfous, and tranfadting the common con- 
cerns, or following the common purfuits of 
life, with the public in general. In the 
forming of intimacies we muft be fcrupu- 
^ous : in tranfadting of bufinefs with the 
public, and in difcharging the ordinary 

N duties 
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DISC, duties of civil fociety* we mull be content 

VII ' '^ r 

'^ tp take men as we find them. Nature and 
reafon point out the propriety, and even 
the neceffity, of making this diftinflion in 
cafes widely different. 

] Man is born for fociety j and feels in his 
ttind an irrefiftible propenfity to mingle 
with the company and engagements of hi» 
fcllow*(;reatures. In the common inter- 
eourfe t>f life, atid the general bufinefs of 
the /world, it is utterly impoffible for the 
moft prudent and cautious perfon to avoid 
oli. connexion with others whpfe charac- 
ter .perhaps may be , fulpicious, or whofe 
principles and practice n^^y be highly cen- 
furable. .Shopld any mai) be fo ui^reafon- 
able- as < to expe<a ftria morals in every 
individual member of aaextenfive commT>- 
nity ; or ihould any be fo morofe as to 
withhold, all converfe wiih perfons perhaps 
more vicipus. and more imprudent than 
himfelf, fuch a man would flxew neither 
experience in the frailties of human nature, 
nor Chriftian charity in bearing with con- 
defcenfton and lenity the imperfediona of 
Others. It is the duty of every individual 

to 
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to lodfc well tb himfelf : to corred what' is ^^^ ^« 

VII. 
vicious in his own condud ; to rectify < 

what is erroneous in his own judgment ; 
to watch over himfelf with unremitted vi- 
gilance J and then to keep himfelf not un-^ 
conntQed with the world,' but unftiUied by 
it. If by uniform adherence to virtue and 
piety be ^may filently admonifli others 
through the force of example, or if in fea- 
l^nahLe opportunities pf prudent infinuation 
he may inftrudJ:,' by gentle counfels, thofe 
who have cancjour enough to receive ad*^ 
vice, fiich a man, by Jiving and mixing 
with fociety, will produce in it infinitely 
more moral good, than if he . were in 
peevifhnefs to defift from taking liis fhare 
in the common concerns of mankind and 
the world. . ' 

Still however, in thefe commendations 
of the patience and forbearance with which 
every good man fliould condud: himfelf in 
carrying on the general affairs of fociety at 
large, no arguments can be found, no 
reafons can be implied for the defence of 
particular intimacies with the debauched 
N 2 and 
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I>|^^6-and wicked. When the dutiqj cif Vts 
ftation are fully difcharged, fociety has no 
farther claim on any man ; it remains with 
himfelf, in his private capacity, to feled 
thofc friends whom he may moft approve, 
and to follow thbfe purfuits which he may 
think mod agreeable. To his own iblly 
miift it be imputed, if he make a wrong 
choice either in his friendlhips or his re- 
tired employments. He is warned by 
cxpeSrience, he is warned by rcafon, he is 
warned by the word of God, to contradl no 
intimacies with the wicked, to flee the con- 
tagion of ^ evil communications V' to ab- 
ftain from every thinfe which in any degree 
may tend to violate innocence or corrupt 
the foul : and that he may :be enabled the 
better to a£t with this regard to his moft 
important concerns, he is pn<iouraged " to 
" delight ia the Law of the Lord/' 

** The Law of the Lord," in the Pfalmifl's 
acceptation, means that part/ of Scripture 
which was written by Mofcs: and it is. 
fcarcely poffible to meditate on it, without 

-^ I Cor. XV. 53. 

I agra- 
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:a gradual difapprobation of whatever is *> I S C. 
xdntrary to the purity and holinefa which 
that Law inculcates. 

Of all the ftudies In which we can be 
engaged, thofe which concern man are to 
man moft intercfting. Whence came he? 
what his deftination? what his hiftory? 
whence the mixed condition of his nature f 
what confequences will enfue from a cer- 
tain courfe of adions ? All thcfe are fub* 
jeds of enquiry which force themfelves oh 
minds at all habituated to refledion. In 
all thefe queftions we are rcfolved by the 
writings of Mofes: That man was ori- 
ginally created by God ; that immortal 
happinefs was defigned for him ; that he 
forfeited his title to immortal happinefs by 
difobedience to the Divine commands; that 
he became degraded from his primitive 
rank, and introduced moral evil, by the 
abufe of his free-will j that the connexion 
between moral virtue and mental happi* 
ntisy between moral evil and mental miiery, 
is ultimately, if not immetdiately, infe-^ 
parable: tbefe circumdances, by the.faireft 
N 3 inferencci 
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DISC, inferencej »we coUe<3: from the Mofaic 
VII. • -^ * 

hiftory, A renewal of that mor^l law, 

which was originally ftatnped on the heart 
X)f man, but which through the corruption 
of ages was effaced and obliterated, we find 
to be contained in thofe pofitive precepts 
which form' a ftriking part of the Mofaic 
ordinances, ' The grateful and pious adora- 
tion of , God, the difcharge of all duties 
which man Ihould obfcrve towards his 
fellow-creatures, and • the felf-comraand 
with which he £hpu}d govern his own ap- 
petites, are the three . leading points^ en- 
joined and ixiculcated by the Two Tables: 
points they are fo confonant with reafon, 
and fo conducive to; the happinefs of man, 
that whoever will reflect on them muft be 
convinced, of their- fitnefs and utility ; and 
wljpever will meditate on ihem, mtift fee 
the impropriety, the indifcretion, the folly, 
the wickedftefs . of a<3;ing in defiance of 
principles which have .God. for their Au- 
thor, and human fdidty for their objedt. 
The impreflion left on our minds, by con- 
tinually reading the fame books, is in no 

degree 
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degree lefs forcible, than the influence Disc, 
arifing from intimacy with the fame com- ._— ^;^ 
panions. If " he that walketh with wife 
•^ men, fhall be wife*;" he that is coii- 
verfant with " the Liaw of the Lord^^*^ will 
feel in himfelf 'a difpofition to obferve that 
law, a difpofitidn which will continue to 
grow more prevalent in proportion as its 
tendency is more purfued, and the good 
effeSs of rational and religious condu(9: are 
more fenfibly apparent. 

But if moral inftrudion a,nd rdigioiis 
wifdom are to be derived' from the ftudy 
of what the Pfalmift meant by ** the Law 
** of the Lord,'' much greater advantages 
in the improvement of our hearts, and in 
the enlargement of our knowledge refped- 
ing Divine truthis, niay we exped from 
meditating on what we underftahd by " the 
'' LawoftheLdrd/' 

" The Law of the Lord," to us Chrift- 
ians, is the whole body of Scripture. It is 
therein given us to fee the completion of 

♦ Prov. xiii. lo. 

.>. N 4 prophecies, 
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D I s c. proj^dcs, which to the Jews were ob- 
fpure ; tp comprehend the defiga of cere- 
monies^ for which the Jews could not 
account; to view the important end to 
wj|ich the Providence pf Qod direded for 
ages the concerns of Je\^ifti and Genjiie 
nations : it is given us |0 fee the Sjaviour 
cf mankind} to h^^r froqpi his voice the 
fpiritual do^rines which Rife the foul to 
;ifpire after the moft exalted virtue ; to be 
aiTured by him, that through the iacriQpe 
of himfelf once oflTered fpr the fjns pf the 
"^prld^ mankind ^re put into a capacity of 
recovering their loft cpnditiop, if they will 
follow the precepts of his holy religion : it 
is given us to Ifnpw beyond do^bt, that 
there fliall be a fpture ftate, in which the 
foul of every perfon (hall bp rewarded with 
fpiritual happinefs, in a degree fqitablc and 
proportioned to the ufe which, iq this life, 
each of us has made ot thp powers, oppor- 
tunities, and abilities tp do good, imparted 
\o u? by God, accordidg to his i^nerr^ng 
V^ifdpm, 

A5 
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As ia its moral precepts the Gdfpd ex- DISC. 
plaiiM, by a wide and refined fenfct ^e 
commandments of th^e Law, and tend« 
xftore imioediately to prevent what is vi-p 
cious, by reftraiBiOg even the firft emotion^ 
of the heart ; as in its narrative of fa^p 
the Gofpel moft ftrongly points out the 
heinous nature of (iOf by exhibiting the 
death of an immaculate and divine perfom 
in atonement for the tranfgrefiions of the 
human race; as in its aflurances the Go- 
fpel is exprefs and pofitive, that good deeds 
ihall be rewarded and bad deeds punifhed 
in a future flate, to which this prefent lUe 
is but preparatory ; as the Gofpel is thus 
ie0entialty conducive to vital principles a£ 
r<eal exc^ellence, thus inftrudtive in teach^ 
ing us the enormity of moral evil, thus 
perfuafive ii} prging us to the pradlce of 
levejry .duty intrijifically virtuous, and thus 
earned in deterring us cvea from every 
](hought of what is immoral, unjuft, or 
^nholy ; as the Gofpel, in thefe refpeds, is 
ib fuperior to the Jewi(h Law, Chriftians 
fLTp blefled wit^ advantages in point pjf 
J . knowled|;e. 
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DISC, knowledge, incitettieats^ and profpeds, 
^^' , which the Jews did not enjoy in fo ample 
a minner ; we thercfoFe* fhbuld be Influ- 
enced m«)re by the ftudy of the whole body 
of Scripture, as received among us, than 
the PfatrAift could be when he meditated on 
what tt) him had been coihmunicated as 
the " Law of the Lord/^ If contemplating 
the ♦* Law cf the Lord** in a more limited 
form were to him produdlive of good dif- 
ptrfitiotis, much more (hould refle&ion on 
<!j'ofpel truths create in us a love of what- 
tever is laudable, and tepel us from par- 
lading of aiiy meafures which ftand con- 
demned, either in the fight of God, or in 
the judgment of difc'rcet men. Whoever 
has confidered the " Law of the Lord,** 
with attention fo ferious, and rccolleaion 
fo frequent, as to have effeded this great 
ptltpofe of all teligidus exferciile, may be 
pronbunced a nfiah happy in this world, 
and biefled in his jpl^ofped of that which is 
to* come: happy is he in the only fenfc 
"which deferves that name, in having a 
ttind intent on thinking and ading a^ be- 
^ 2 comes 
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comes a reiforiaBle being who hopes farDI.S^?. 
iramcMtality ; and blefled is he iri his hopes^ 
that he -fhall receive the approbation of his 
C!rear<Jf and Redeenaer, for having endea- 
voured to tiiink and a£t confornaably td 
that degree of knowledge and convidiori 
of Divine truth, vsrith which he is eh*- 
lightened. . ; : . » 

What times are moft feaforiable for reHl 
gious reflexion o« Gofpel truths, niuft b4 
left very much to the difcretion arid cJr- 
cumftances of every individual. The ^ Safi* 
bath, however, is e^^prefsly pointed out ^t 
peculiarly proper for meditating on G^o^ 
Chriftianity, and eternity ; and to continue 
in habits of paffing over the Sabbath witfi- 
out a thought on religion, is ufually the 
fore-runner of diflblute principles, profli- 
gate manners, and a debauched life. Who- 
ever begins to feel in himfelf a difinclina- 
tion to obferve the Sabbath, would do well 
to fufped that all is not right within hiS 
own breaft, and to fearch out the vice that 

• Sec Biihop Port^us*s 9th Sermon, vol.'i. p. 2i7,'2]$# 
£d. 1734. and Gifbjrne's Enquiry, p. 628. 
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D I s c. entices faim from/jlircfaaTging the duties 
which he awc3 to his GD<i^ to hi$ Saviour* 
to himfelf. 

A kfs portion of time for religious me- 
ditation^ and for the reading either of the 
Scriptures, or pf books that are cakulated 
to impart religious wifdom; a lefs portion 
of time for fuch ufeful^ and proper employ- 
menty than what the Itifure oi tvcry Sab- 
bath affords, would be accounted fuflicient 
by no one who thinks at all of his own 
tmperfedions and the work of falvation* 
^ow much greater portion fhould be 
allotted for iacred ftudies it is impoflible 
to prefcribe, as the rule muit vary, not 
only according to the difpofition and abi- 
Bties, but alfo according to the worldly 
callings of every fingle perfon. For though 
the P&lmift encourages us to exercife our- 
selves in ** the liaw of the I^ord d^y ?ind 
♦* night,'* yet reafon and common fenfe 
will tell us, that this admpnition is not to be 
taken fo f^ridly as to preclude induftry ii^ 
our worldly concerns. A prayer to God 
jIt the return of every morning and even- 
ing, 
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ing/i4 indeed the rcafonable and cafy &>• D 1 8 6. 
vide, which evety dependent creature ia 
hound to pa jr ^ilj^ to his Almighty Creator 
and mod mierciful ProteiStor: and if fome 
part of Scripture were daily read, it t^tmtA 
be doubted that imprefBons of a religious 
nature would remain more deeply and 
ftrongly on our minds : but this daily read-* 
lag o£ Scripture muft nM be enforced as of 
indifpenfable neceffity in all fituations ; ht^ 
caufe, as the world is made for our habita«» 
tipn, and we are made to people and pofieft 
the world, fo in general, when our firfk 
thoughts have been turned to the Author 
of our exiftence, we^c obliged to refume; 
the bufmefs belonging to that flation which 
the Providence of God ha» allotted us. 
Thofe who are preparing for any parttculac 
employments, muft be diligent in qualify- 
ing themfelves for thofe employments, by 
gaining previous information, and by ac- 
quiring fuitable habits. ^JThofe who are^ 
adually engaged in bufmefs, are required' 
to be indufbious in th^r fev^al occupa*^ 
. tions* To the greater par^ of mankind/ 

their 
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D ? s C- tH«lr very fiibfiftence makes bodily labour 
Utccflary : to many, a competency for 
themfelves and families depends on mental 
^xerti6n: on many is itnpofed a debt of 
gratitude^ vrhich, on every principle of 
honour aftd equiiy for maintenance re- 
ceived, Ihould be repaid by fervices pcr« 
fbrpied ; regard to cbara£ker and reputation 
^jsra^nds tlie efiprts of many, others: and 
consideration jof public welfare clainis of 
eyety, pqrfon Jn every fituation, that he 
Should contribute his (hare towards the 
profperity^ the happinefs, the credit of 
the nation in .which he lives, and by 
which he* is prote£ked. But in executing 
the /^veral offices to which we ar^ ap* 
pointed, Ehucb carfc, much attention, much 
thought is employed J yet in all this bufi- 
rjefe we are adjbQg r^ligioufly, if we are 
a^^yring faithfully and honeftly. Induftry 
ija our calling is part of religion ; fo mate- 
rial a part, that he who qegledis this, may 
be fulpedicd of infincerity in his religious 
profcffions on other occafions-j for if he 
v>jU not endeavour to do good for tbofc 

with 
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with whom ht h coancded by'ivcry tie disc; 
of endearment, it is fcarcely to be conceived 
that he fhoi^ld be much iaeurneft, whenrho. 
contemplates) fijgeds relative to conGcrns 
of a nature remote and iavifible; The 
beft proof of ading confcientioufly towards^ 
God, is -acting ftren'uoufly for the good of 
man ; and he that hath fpent bis day in 
ufefnl labour for fociety, with approbatiotit 
may refied on his pad employment, and 
with propriety m^y fupplicate his Almighty^ 
Preferver to give him fueh reft, as may 
fit him- for the bufmefs of the fucceeding 
day» . ' - •. -^ ' ■ ■ 

The fpirit of "€hriftianity rightly under- 
flood, has nothing iff it {rtappUcable to gene- 
ral' ufe J on the tontrary,: bne peculiar excel- 
lence of the Chrlftiah" refigibn is, that it 
enters into a^ll the* conciethi of man^ and i^ 
meant to pefv»3e, dir«ft,*atld influence all 
forts and *co*ditibt>»"6r human life: io 
that even in"thc>fe hdUrs when we are moft 
Ivufied'in the' engagements of foc:ety,^v/Q 
may fhew by oiri* adions how far we are 

• See Paley's View, &c. part lii. ch. vL vol. fii. 
p. 203, 204. Ed. X, 

.. ^ improved 
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Disc, improved by religion ; and may judge ffbnf 
the reditude^ or defers, in our tempei' 
and condu^ how far we need pzf greater 
attention to the goTemmeht of oxir fcols 
by the reftraints and precepts of tht Go* 
fpeL Happy is he^ who hath fo long 
habituated himfelf to obey the Gofpel, that 
be can difplay the Chriftian chara<^er in all 
bis behaviour: fuch a man will fecure 
l^eace to his foul^ that firft and greateft of 
all bleflitigs; and (though it be but a 
ibcondary confideration) yet he will bd 
purfuing the moft dired courfe towards 
enfuring profperity in his worldly calling) 
^' Me (hall be (as the Pialmifl: fays) like a 
•* tree planted by the water-fide, that wiB 
^^ bring forth his fhiit in due feafon : bis 
^ leaf alfo fhall not wither: and look< 
•* whatfoever he doeth, it (hall -profpcr'.*' 
The only ground on which we may rca* 
fonably hope for fuccefs in our undertake 
ings, is in poflefiing the qualities^ and 
pradifing the virtues which, from tbdt 
general utility, will procure recompenie, 
j^ gain efteem from the public. SkiUi 

9 Pfal. i, 3, 4. 

affiduity, 
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affiduity, fobriety, civility, jufticc, Upon DISC, 
the whole, cannot fail of meeting with en- 
couragement: for as they are extremely 
inftrumental towards the well-being and 
comfort of civil fociety, thofe who are 
known to be uniform in the application of 
fuch excellent talents, wilt be fought out 
and encouraged by their fellow-citizens. 
But thefe endowments, which greatly re- 
commend us to the favour of others, are 
all pointed out as accomplifliments, which 
every Chriftian, who hath capacity to ac- 
quire them, (hould labour to attain. When- 
on one occafion St. Paul exhorts his con- 
verts to be " not flothful in bufmefs V' 
on another, " to ftudy to be quiet and to 
" do their own bufinefs 1 ;'^ when he en- 
forces that ftriking fummary of perfedion, 
" Finally, brethren, whatfoever things are 
" true, whatfoever things are honeft, what- 
** foever things are juft, whatfoever things 
** are pure, whatfoever things are lovely, 
** whatfoever things are of good report ; if 

* Rom, xii. ii, ^ I Thcf. iv. 11. 

O " there 
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D I s c. ^ there be any virtue, if there be any 
i" praife, think on thefe things*;" what 
does he lefs than inftru£k us in the means 
which are moil efiedlual towards concilia^ 
ing univerfal eileem? and what is more 
conducive than univerfal efteem towards 
promoting our general profperitjr ? The beft 
Chriftian therefore has the faireft profjped 
of being the happieft man on all accounts. 
In obedience to that Gofpel which he pro- 
fefles to obferve, he will take pains to 
render himfelf ufeful to fociety, and to ac- 
quit himfelf with credit in the difcharge of 
thofe duties which on all occafions may be 
required of him : hence, with reafon, he 
may expedi from others fome return for 
the fervices conferred on them ; at leaft, in 
juftice and common right, he is warranted 
in fuch expedations ; and therefore, when 
he hopes for profperity, he dbts not hope 
for what he has not endeavoured to d^ 
ferve* And in this perfuafion, he will 
perfevere without murmurs, be the event 

• PhiHpp. ir. 8. 
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In this world what it may ! If profpcrity Disc, 
fhould attend him, he will be thankiful to 1 
God, who has blefled his labours ; if ad- 
verfity flxould be his lot, he will never- 
thelefs feel an in Ward cotifolltion in re- 
fleding that he has aded his part with 
propriety; and ftill more will he be ani-^ 
mated, when he looks forward to that 
future period of exiftence, in which every 
Chriftian expeds to receive the j/inal re-* 
compenfe of his upright intentions and 
honeft adions : As " the leaf of the 
** flourilhing tree fhall^ not wither," the 
good defigns and virtuous deeds of the true 
GhrifHan fiiall riot periih, Difregirded or 
unrewarded they may be in this world ; but 
this world is not the limit of man's conti- 
nuance in being : the efitdls of probity, of 
charity, of piety, of intrinfic excellence, will 
follow the foul beyond the grave j and then 
will be the feafon in which we ftiall have 
♦* our fruit unto hblinesft, and the cind 
^ cverlafting life\'* 

' Rom. vi. 2z« 

o 2 
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DISCOURSE VIIL 

The Neceffity of Vigilance ati^ Prayer. 



. St. Matth. xxvI. 41. 

Watch and pray ^ that ye enter ;not if^^ 
temptation^ 

D [ S C. ^T^HAT man fliould think favpurably 
VIII. X ^£. j^.^ ^^^ fpecies, that he Aould 
be difpofed to magnify the excellence of 
his own nature, is a partiality to be ex- 
peded from felf-lovc ; and not altogetlier 
indefenfible on the obfervation of fafts: 
for in the experience we have of the world, 
we fee many actions that are kind and 

generous, 
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generous, difinterefted and honourable, Ku- 1>I s c. 
mane, virtuous, and admirable. But the 
commendation with which fuch adions 
are extolled,, is itfelf a proof that they are 
not of daily occurrence, not of general 
prawSiice ; not fo common as to be ranked 
amiong the ufual and ordinary proceedings 
of mankind. The familiarity of general 
ufage MtuGts not our notice : .thofe great and 
noble deeds therefore that do engage* our. 
attention and call forth our praifes, aije not 
familiar, not general ; they are occaiional 
inftances of moral goodnefs, which are 
hdthei: fo frequent as to fail of exciting 
adtniriidofl^; nor fo infrequent as not to . 
fefl^ fijqa? credit on the nature of man. 

But in eftimating the real cbarader of 
man, we muft not determine by adions 
feleded from the niore rare examples of 
moral goodnefs j we muft decide according 
to the univerfal courfe of life and manners^ 
.which we fee purfued in human fociety; 
and if we judge impartially on this ground, 
we muft confefs, that too often our prin- 
ciples Are not produdive of fuitable effods 
O 3 in 
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p I s C. in practice j our approbation of what it 
right does not lead to the obfenrance pf it} 
our reafon is contradi<Jted and overpowered 
hj our paffions ; in many things wc itt 
offend againft our better knowledge j and 
fo imperfect, fo inconfiftent are we, that 
as there lives not a man fo wicked but tbrt 
he fometimes does a good adion, fo there 
^ves not a man fb good but that be fome-^ 
times falls into wickednefs ! 

This mixed condition of man's nature, 
this repugnancy of appetite t^ better judg* 
ment, this oppofition of practice to prift« 
ciple, this weaknefs of yielding to finfut 
temptation after the moft firm refolutioos 
of perfeverin^ In virtue, this frailty of a 
mere animal with refpe£t to condud^ b a 
being, who, from his fenfe and even love 
of goodnefs, feels confcious to himJelf that 
he is infinitely fuperior to beafts which 
have no underftanding of truth and refl** 
tude ; thefe contrarieties fo vifible in man's 
charader, what do they but declare Aat he 
is fallen from a higher to a lower degree 

in (he fcale of ratiprxal and fpiritual beings! 

that 
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that the image of God was once ftampt D i s C. 
on his foul, but is now fo much effaced, ^ 
that although he ftill retains fomc impref- 
(lons of it, yet thofe impreilions bear but a 
faint refemblance to the Divine original! 
What do they but declare, that man in a^ 
ftate of priftine innocence held more im- 
mediate communication with his Maker, 
but that he loft all fuch intercourfe by 
finning; and that from the period of his 
difobedienee to God's will commenced his 
miferies, bodily and fpiritual ! Every ap- 
pearance of the world without us, and 
every obfervation we can make on what 
paffes within lis, tend to con6rm the 
dod:rine of Scripture, that as the vifible 
parts of the inanimate creation have ex-» 
perienced a violent convulfion, fo the fpi- 
ritual powers of rational man have been 
wonderfully and woefully degraded : in 
the natural and moral world a change has 
taken place, a change which has introduced 
the mixture of good and evil fo prevalent, 
and counterbalanced through every fyftem 
of earthly things ; but difcemible in no order 
O 4 of 
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D r S C. of creation more manifeftly than in that 
>J-^r^ of Man. With us the fpirit is willing to Jo 
good^ but the flefh hurries us to evil*: our 
reafon difcovers the true line of duty, but 
our appetites entice us to fwerve from it ; 
our judgment direds us to the better 
choice, but.our. weaknefs acquiefces in the 
worfe : Confcience* alarms us with appre- 
henfions of the dire confequences entailed 
on guilt ; but in our vehemence to obtain 
the objedl in purfuit, we difregard the 
voice of that faithful monitor : the purer 
longings of the foul would rife to Heaven, 
but the grofs corruptions of the body de- 
prefs and fink us down to the earth. 

To man thus circumftanced and thus dif- 
pofed, the religion of the Gofpel is peculiarly 
adapted and highly acceptable ; for it is ac- 
commodated to the mixed condition of his 
nature, and addrefles him in terms that can 
influence each capacity under which he ap- 
pears. It does not, on the one hand, fill him 
with high conceits of his own perfeftion, 

Jvi^. Hifp. V. 385. Mnfgr. Edit* 

fo 
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fb as to encourage him in prefiimptuous Disc, 
thoughts of independence on his Maker : it i_ , -^ , -^..^ 
does not, on the other hand, fo abafe all felf- 
refpedt, as that he fhould put himfelf on 
a level with brutes. It warns the beft of 
men, in the very moment of fecurity, to 
" take heed left they fall ' ;" it holds out 
to the worft of men, the comfortable 
aflurance that ftill God is their Father, 
long-fuffering, full of pity, and of great* 
mercy to all, who with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto him. It reminds 
the moft virtuous that they are never fafo 
from temptation ; it animates the i^turning 
finner not to defpond* It concludes all 
men fo be more or lefs finful before God j 
it teaches all men that falvation of their 
fouls is the gracious gift of God through 
Jefus Chrift. 

But in order to obtain this gift, we are 
required '^ to exercife ourfelves unto godli* 
** nefs *; " to run with patience the race 
*^ that is fet before us'j" "to prefs to- 



* I Cor. X. I a. • 1 Tim, iv. j. 
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1> I s c. " ward the mark for die prize of our higb 
" catting*;" " ta work out our falvation 
" with fear and trembling';" ** to follow 
** hdinefe, without which no man fhall fee 
•* the Lord ^" By which expreflioos we 
are forcibly taught that the bufinefs of a 
Chriiliaa is great and arduous : how theiv 
with all the infirmities adhering to our 
nature, how can we perform this difficult 
ta&? Our Lord bath told us in this direc^ 
lion, " Watch and pray.*' 
. Vigilance and prayer are the means mofl: 
coaducive to the prefervation of oor inao- 
eence ; and means they are, which will be 
raquifite for o^r fecurity through every 
period of our exigence in this world ; fori 
be our age, be our temper, be our * con- 
dition what it may,. temptaticHis within aad 
without us endanger our rirtue. 

layouth^ the enticing .aUurements of.fbr- 
hidden pleafures feduee ua from^ our duty^ 

♦ PhiLiii. 14. « PhiKii. is. 

• Hcb. xW* 14. 
« See Ariflode's Rhetoric^ b. ii« ch. 12, 13. Ed. 

Qxon. 1759* 
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A will unfiibdued, impatience of reftmnt^ D i s a 
confidence in the propriety of whatever 
a warm imagination can fuggeft;, hopes 
of concealment, inexperience of the fatal 
^^dh which fin entails both on body and 
ibul, all theie delufive inftigators add force 
to the foKcitationa either of corrupt appe-- 
dtes or debaucl^ed companions ; and beguile: 
us to offend againft modefty and fobriety. 

If the days of youth are perilous, the 
years of manhood are befet with equal 
danger. For however our underftandings 
may have been cultivated, however oud 
manners may have been formed, however 
our pafiions may have been regulated by 
the moft careful attention, yet we ftill carry 
in our bofoms^ the feeds of corruption, 
ivhich began only to fpring up in out 
youth, but which grow to maturity ix\ 
manhood. The reftraints of local autho« 
lity are removed, and the man is left free 
to ^£X at bis own difcretiom But how few 
are there^ who do not abuie this freedom, 
and pervert it to their own guilt! The 
gratifications of fenfuolity; anxiety for 

riches I 
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DISC, riches ; perplexity amidft the cares of the 
, world ; envy at the fuperior profpcrity of 
others; pride that values too highly the 
qualities in ourfelves, but- eftimates in too 
low a degree the excellences i^of' others; 
ambition that by any means wbufd acquire 
afcendency ; and' revenge, that prompts to 
deeds of thccfouleft atrocity; 4hcfe are the 
temptations with whiph- we are furrounded 
in manhood,, teraptauions aigaiiifl which we 
can never be fufficiently. guarded ! *. 

Even in the laft ftage of . life man is 
cncorapaffed with enernies, which remind 
him that perfedion is not the lot of human 
nature. Againft impatience under mala- 
dies, againft dejedioh at the lofs of friends, 
ag^rift peeviflinefs, againft cenforioufnefs, 
againft; fufpiqions, , againQ; avarice,, it bC" 
boves old age to be vigilant. 

Of thefe '• temptations, incident . to. dif* 
ferent ages, the force vajries according to 
the variety of our temper j for the temper 
of every perfori has a natural prx)penfity to 
ibme particular vice. Warmth of temper, 
if not corredled by prudence, leads thp 

generous 
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generous man to indifcriminate profufion, Disc. 
the affedionate to weak partialities^ the ^ _' p 
foqiable ta riotous diflipation, the frank to 
breach of confidence in revealing fecrcts, 
the brave to indifcreet raflinefs, the fpirited 
to haftinefs and irritability. On the other 
hand, a cold temper inclines .the referved- 
man to difgufting fullennefs, the cautious 
to groundlefs fufpicions, the frugal to 
penuripus meannefs, the prudent to timid 
indecifion, the patient to degrading con- 
ceflions. A temper of *. malevolence may 
firft be knovsm to the mind it torments, by 
the fretfulnefs, the felfifhnefs, the envy, 
the hatred, v^^hich it excites at an early 
period of life. This temper is a fource of 
naifery to thofe vvho indulge its baneful 
pi-openfities ; nor is the roifchief of fuch 
indulgence confined always to thofe alone 
who encourage fuch enemies to their own 
repofe: the foul flanderer, the dark con- 
fpirator, the infidious affaffinv the daring 
murderer, the bloody perfecutor, thofe 
difturbers and deftroyers of fociety, niay 
date the origin of their enormities from* 
* See Dr. Gerard's tenth Sermon, vol. i. p. 24.2. 

a na- 
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D I s c. a natural malevolence of t<mjj>fer, which 
^"^* was neither correfted in its firft afppe^orancc^ 
nor refitted in its progreffive teridehcies. 

Every condition of life aHb is ptbdb^BW 
of fome peculiar temptation. Authority 
has led to infolence; magiffratey to nii- 
righteous judgment ; the legal prbfdfioQ to 
chicane; themilitary to rapacity; the com* 
mercial line to frauds ; the learned to fetf* 
conceit and arrogance; the religiotte to 
fpiritual pride, intemperate zeal, vgA faash 
tical enthufiafm: riches and profpOTty 
Jiave tempted fome to forget the Grod froffl 
whofe bounty they receive all bleflSngs: 
poverty and adverfity have induced others 
to murmur at the difpenfations of Provi- 
dence, and to relieve their wants by methods 
unwarrantable, difhoneft, and criminal. 

To fuch temptations by age, temper, 
and condition, are we all expofed: but 
added to thefe obftacles in the way of our 
perfection, are the wiles of an adverfary, 
againft whom we require the whole " At^ 
« mour of God '^ To that fallen * Spirit, 

^ Eph. vi. ij, 

• Sec Biftiop Portcos's third Sermon, vol. li. p. 65. 
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who is for ever excluded from the prefence Disc, 
of God Moft Holy, and whofe malicious ^^^^' 
happinefs is to corrupt and ruin the moral 
ftate of man, to Satan, for the trial of 
our faith and virtue, permiffion is given 
to tempt us from our duty. Through his 
fuggeftions, even the moft guarded are 
ibmetimes furprifed with thoughts which 
they abominate; through his deceitfulnefs 
the lefe vigilant are fometimes betrayed into 
the commiilion of fins which in principle 
they condemn: through his inftigation, 
thofe who totally negle£t all human and 
divine means of preierving themfelves from 
perdition in body and foul, are plunged into 
the mofl vile profligacy and moft abandoned 
wickednef^ 

The firfl ftep^ towards fafety, is to know 
that we are in danger: the next is, to 
adopt every poffible method by which we 
may be defended. 

Religioa fays to the young man, ** flee 
** youthful lufts*;*' ** know that for all 

' 2 Tim. ti« zu 

3 ^ thefe 



io8 7he Necejity of Vigilance and Prayer^ 

DISC- " thefe things God will bring thee into 
^"^- " judgment %'' « be fober-minded " {' 
" Remember thy Creator in the days of 
** thy youth "V* 

Religion fays to the middle-aged, " Put 
" away childifh things'*;" " have no fel- 
** low (hip with the unfruitful works of 
** darknefs '^ j " let all bitternefs, and 
•* wrath, .and anger, and clamour, and 
** cvil-fpeaking be pqt away from you, 
•* with all malice'*;" " with quietnefe 
** work, and eat thy own bread ";" " take 
** heed and beware of covetoufnefs, for a 
*' man's life confifteth not in the abundance 
" of the things which he poffefleth *" ;" 
*' in underftanding be men"';" " be not 
** wife in thine own eyes ; fear the Lord, 
" and depart from evil";" " whatfoever 
thou doeft, do all to the glory of 



« God''." 

» Eccl. xi. 9. *^ Tit. ii. 6. 

" Eccl. xii. I. ** 1 Cor. xiii. 1 1. 

'' Eph. V. II, »* Eph. iv. 31. 

's 2 Thef. iii. 12. »« St. Luke, xii, 15. 



*^ I Cor. xiv. 20. *'.,Prov. iii. 7. 

»9 I Cor. x, 31. 
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Religioii, in exprefs words, exhorteth D ISC. 
the man of advanced years to " be fober, \ 
** grave^ temperate, found in faith, in cha- 
** rity, in patience *^'* " For the hoary 
** head is a crown of glory, if it be found 
•'in the way of righteoufnefs**:*' with pe* 
culiar application it ren^iinds him, that •' as 
** it is appointed unto men once to die, 
" and after this the judgment**,'* ^ " the 
*' time of his departure is at hand*'.'' 

Religion thus adapts its particular ad- 
monitions to the different ages of men : 
but on all, in general, it enforces this 
command, " Watch and pray." From 
obedience to this univerfal precept not one 
of us is exempt, lince through every ftage 
of life man is furrounded with various 
temptations. However the nature of pur 
temptations may be gradually changing, 
yet the danger is the fame if we once grow 
remife in vigilance over our hearts, our 
paffions, pur conduct. Every avenue that 
can lead to our bofoms, every obje£t that 

^ Tit. ii. 2. " Prov. xvL 31. 

»* Hcb. ix. 27. *' 2 Tim. iv. 6. 
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PJ^^^C. ean afFe(3: our fenfes, every i:]@kQ&ve that 
r,— y Li can influence our actions, muft be ipr^chcd 
by us with a jealous miftruft of ojur own 
refolution. The " fin that doth tftoft ea% 
*' befet us **;" the vice to which we find 
burfelves, either by age, incBoation, or 
fituation, pequliarly expofed, muft be 
fearcned out with uijilpariag impartiality, 
and re0ed with uncomplying inflexibility^ 
But in this reManct lies cikr chief i^ifi&- 



. culty* Vigilant we may be to knavsr our- 
felvcs, ta commune with our ow^it heaite^ 
to ihun plac€3 and objedts whence tempUr 
tioDS may have arifen : ftill, howev^^ £ei^ 
fbn$ of frailty requr, i^ which of ourfelvea 
we are not fuflScient to withftand the force 
of fome importunate folicitation to eviL la 
ihe general courfe of our Uve^ therefore^ and 
more efpecially in the hours of dijEpolt trials 
we muft have recourfe to prayer j ai^ ear 
neftly implore the protedion of God againfl 
all the enentjies of our falvation. 

One principal defign of Gqd*s ^mcicy in. 
the Chriftian difpenfation, is to renovate 

die 
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the fallen nature of man ; to raife it from DISC, 
a condition of finful depravity, to a pro- 
greflive ftate of moral perfedion. And 
towards the efFefting of this gracious pur-^ 
pofe, Chrift hath promifed us Divine afEft- 
ance, that in our endeavours to overcome 
the temptations with which we muft con-* 
tend, the weaknefs of our flefli may ht 
ftrengthened by the help of God's Spirit. 
But the promife of this, as of every other 
bleffing, is made conditionally: he that 
would receive, muft humbly afk ; he that 
would find, muft diligently feek ; he that 
would obtain, - muft, " by prayer and fup- 
^ plication, let his requefts be made knowii 
** unto God *'." Not that He who is om- 
nifcient can be ignorant of our neceiRties 
before we lift up our fouls in devotion to 
him J but that prayer fhould be the mbde, 
by which we are to apply through the 
merits of our Interceflbr, for the relief of 
our wants, whether temporal or fpiritual, 
is the Diving appointment; an appoiqt- 

^5 Phil. IV. 6. 

P 2 meet 
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^vrr ^' ^^^^ wifely fuited to the nature, and cal* 
culated for the improvement of man. 

By the bufinefs of the world, in which 
we muft neceflarily engage ; by the pl*a- 
fures of the world, in which with inno- 
cence we may take a * moderate fliare ; by 
that ruling paflion in the human mind felf- 
love, whence originates vain conceit of our 
own powers, and prefumptuous confidence 
in our own fufficiency j by thefe feduSions 
our thoughts would be carried too widely 
from confideration of our dependence on 
God, were not prayer ordained as inftru- 
mental to the attainment of help in the 
time of need, and of comfort in the day of 
trouble. But prayer recals our attention 
from earth, and diredis it towards heaven : 
it leads us to the Father of mercies, the 
God of all confolation : it places us in that 
fituation of refigned fubmiffion, which be- 
comes beings who are indebted to their 
Creator for their life, their prefervation, 
their faculties both of body and fdul ; and 

* Sec Biihop Portcu&'s fourtceaih SermoD, vol. i. 
- p. 336- 340. 342. 
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thus it is peculiarly adapted to the condi- Disc, 
tion of human nature. It is moreover an « ^ -'^ 
inftitution moft highly conducive to moral 
improvement. For in prayer, to whom do 
we! addrefs ourfelves? To God infinite in 
'wifdom and goodnefs j to God moft per- 
fedly juft and holy ; to God moft pure, 
moft true, moft righteous; to God in 
whom is combined every attribute wHicti 
we can conceive to be moft facred, exalted, 
.adorable! We cannot raife our fouls in 
fervour to Him, without an aweful recol- 
le<9:ion of his abfolute perfedlion ; nor can 
we be habituated in recollecting that fuch 
is God, without fixing on our minds a 
deep impreffion of the fublime pattern, 
which at leaft we muft endeavour to imitate; 
for that we Jhould aim at copying the 
higheft and heft example, which can be 
known to us, is an indifpenfable duty fug- 
g^ed by reafon j and that we fhould be 
perfe£t -^ even as our Father which is in 
♦\Heaven is per{eft*V' is ^^^ cxprefe 

»• St. Matth. V. 48. 

P 3 command 



a 14 ^^ Ne^effity o/" Vigilance and Prayer. 

DISC, command of Revelation. Every repetition 



VIII. 



of prayer, made with earneft fmcericy, re- 
minds us of the Original after whofe fimili* 
tude v^re are to conform our hearts and 
manners, and ilrengthens in us that feoie 
of obligation which points out how abfo* 
lutely incumbent on us it is to " walk 
" worthy /of the vocation wherewith we 
♦* are called *V' 

Compliance with an appointment thus 
reaibnable, is a condition of our obtainiog 
Pivine grace. Were the terms infinitely 
piore diflBcult, yet wlien the cn4 is coo* 
fidered, a ncgleft to ohferve thofe terms 
could no( he juftified on any ground by 
one who pretends to loye God and virtue ; 
but when the duty of prayer is not labo^ 
ripus, when on the contrary it is fimpte 
and eafy, to omit the performance of fuch 
an ad,' what is it but to ihew that we 
rather choofc, through indolence, to fiofc 
deeper into corruption, than . mal^e aoy 
,^Sbrts to preferve our purity \ Sloihfulncfe 

*? Eph. iv. \. 



The Nece^y ^f Vigilance and Prayer. ^ 15 

of this kind may be fiiitaWfe to mere crea- DISC 
tures of paffion^ who have no knowledge 
t>f God, and whofe fhallow views extend 
no farther than " Let ns eat and drink, for 
••* to-morrow we die**:" but it can tievtff 
be confident in a man of *reafon, much Jefs 
can it be excufable in oiie who profefles 
the religion of Chrift. The gtiilt of negleft, 
in all cafes of duty, is in proportion to the 
knowledge we li^ve of that duty, and to 
the powers with which we are enabled to 
perforiff it. That he fhould eleanfe his fouJ 
from ill impurity j that he (hould glorify 
God in his body and in his fpirit ; that thcr 
end of bis calling is fandiiication and holt- 
ne& } that to continue in the wHfnl pradice 
of fins, which his confcience, his religion, 
bis Saviour forbids, is a imfoft heinotis 
aggravation of wickedneisj all thefe truths 
aore familiar to hitn^ who hath been in-' 
ftrudled in the Gofpel; felf^cOndemned, 
therefore, in his own judgment, and iti 

*■ I Cor. XV. 32. 

f UtTs-irsvM SERVES DOB expargifceris ? 

HoR. L. i* £p. 2. 33. 

• P4 the 



2l6 Xbe NeceJ^ty of VigUanfe and Frayetn 

^vm^' the fight of God, muft that Chriftian ftand, 
who, againft convidlioQ of what is good, 
will p^rfift in evil, whether love of deprar 
vity, or indolence refpedling his habits be 
the caufe of his perverfe tranfgrefEon:* 
•^ the unprofitable fervant," who employed 
pot to ufeful purpofes the talent with 
which he was entrufted, was •* caft into 
*' outer darknefs*^;'* and he who through 
unconcern for the ftate of his foul difire-f 
gards all improvement in fpiritual excel-; 
lencejs, muft expert to. incur the difappro- 
bation of his God aud Saviour ; apd the 
confequences of Divine diipleafure will 
punifh him with fo jnuch greater equity, as 
the means of obtaining Divine afliftance 
by earneft prayer were obYious and eafy* 
God is to all and each of us a tender Fa^r 
ther J , it is not his will that any fliould 
perifh, but that all ihould have everlaftiog 
life; and therefore to all who call upon 
hijii faithfully, he giyes the. grace of his: 
Holy Spirit : but as the means of grace an 

*• St, Matth. 3PCV. 30. 

, • thus. 
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thus offered us, we are bound to fulfil the DISC. 

. vni. 

condition on which they are offered, and 

to promote the purpofes for which God 

will help us ! That we fhould ** add to 

" our faith virtue; to virtue, knowledge; 

" to knowledge, temperance; to temper- 

*• ance, patience; to patience, godlinefs; 

" to godlinefs, brotherly kindnefs ; and to 

^* brotherly kindnefs, charity ^*^;'' are tke 

great duties of our profelEpn, the duties 

which God the Spirit will aid us to dif- 

charge. In this work of falvation, this 

attainment of Chriftian perfection, this 

completing of the Chriftian charader, our 

own vigilance, our own endeavours, our 

own defires, are requifite ; but ftill * more 

xequifite are our frequent and fervent 

prayers to God, that of his mercy he will 

dired and fandify us : fuch prayers will 

not be ineffedual ; ^* For this is the con- 

^* fidence we have in him, that if we afk 

^* any thing according to his will, he 

?o 2 Pet. i. 5. 

f See Dr. Scurges's ninth Sermoni p. 173* 

** heareth 



21$ The l^eeeffitj of Vtgikmce and Prafer. 

DISC** hearcth us*'j" and ** be will not fuife 
VIII 

^^ us to be tempted above that ^e are 

^ able, but will, with the teaiptatioQy aUb 

*^ make a way to efcape, that we might be 

•• able to bear it^V 



'Vi St. John, ¥. 14. '* 1 Cor. x. 13. 
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DISCOURSE IX- 

Vldorjr by Faith, over External Condkioiiy 

Inward Temper, and Infirmities of 

Mortality. 



I St. John, v. 4. 

Wbatjoever is born (f God ovtrcomtth the 
world ; and this is the vi&ory that over» 
Cometh the W9rldy even our Faith. 

^Tp O be born of God, is to obey from D 1 8 a 

the heart that influence of the Divine < 
Spirit, which direds, and enables us to 
forfake the paths of wickednefs, and to 
follow the commandments of God made 
known to us by Chrift, Whoever hath 
5 cxpc- 



2ae . ViSlory by. Faitb^ ever 

DISC, experienced in his foul and manners fo en- 
tire a change, as that from being regardlefs 
of religion he fhould become ferious ; from 
fcarcely acknowledging God,, he ihould 
now make it his firft and chief care how to 
ferve, honour, and glorify God ; from be- 
^owing not a thought on the ftate of his 
foul, he fhould now be anxiolis to fe^ure 
his falvation in a future life, by embracing 
the Gofpel promifes and obferving the 
Gofpel precepts, by believing and ading 
as a Chriftian ; fuch a man is ffyled, in the 
language of Scripture, a " New creature V 
new he is in his thoughts tpwards God; 
new in the feelings and refledions of his 
own mind ; new in his aftioris towards hi? 
f^ilpw-creatures. By unfeigned piety to 
his Creator, his Redeemer, his Sandifier; 
by the feafonable pradlice of religious 
exercifes ; by reftfting the temptations of 
corrupt appetite j by confcientioufly avoid- 
ing every kind of lin ; by a difpofition to 
fupplicate his Heavenly Father in all wants 
and ncceffities either of foul or body ; hy 

■ 2 Cor. V. 17. 

reliance 



External Condition^ i^c. 0,11 

reliance on his mercy and goodnefs for fuch D i s ex 
relief as may be expedient ; by a firm con- 
fidence that thofe who walk humbly with 
Chrift, fliall be recompenfed in a future 
ftate J by ftri£t juftice in all his dealings ; 
by fincere benevolence to all mankind; 
by forgivenefs of injuries, and pardon even 
of enemies, fo far as confideration of his 
own fafety will allow ; by all thefe tokens 
tvill the convert from fin manifeft, that 
through God's grace he is in a manner 
" born again*:*' and to him it will be given, 
by the ftrength of religious faith, to over- 
come the world. Let us examine how 
faith is to operate with an energy fo 
powerful. 

By the world may be underftood, the 
various circumftances which affefl: the 
condu<3: and happinefs of man during his 
continuance upon earth ; and of thefe the 
chief are. External Condition, Inward 
Temper, and the Infirmities of Mortality, 
jn all thefe, religious faith will make us 
Ipiritual conquerors. 

* Su John, iii. 7. 

That 



dli Vl^ory by Pmth^ d^ef ' 

DISC. That which we all moft naturally &t(iri 
n a ftatc of prosperity : it is not oxAj 
innocent to wifli for fiich a condition, it is 
even laudable to labour for it. But what 
ve the general effedls of profperity on a 
man of no religion ? Prefumptuous fecurity 
in the abundance of what he poflefleth| 
cxceffive indulgence in the gratifications 
of appetite, total indifference to the diftrefs 
t£ others, immoderate value of the ridbeS 
which belong to him, undue attention to 
the fecond caufes that have made him 
c^ulent, but not a thought of gratitude to 
the God by whofe providence every good 
gift is diipenfed to man ; thefe are the evils 
to which profperity inclines the perfon 
who devotes himfelf entirely to the world. 
Againft thefe evils the religious are guardeH 
by faith : for by faith they are conftantly 
reminded, " not to truft in uncertain riches, 
•* but in the living God% " to do good, 
** to be rich in good works, ready to dif- 
** tribute^ willing to communicate ; to lay 



^ 1 Tim. vi. 17. 



up 
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Exttrnal Condititm^ t^c. a^J 

up for themfelves a good foundation D is c 
againft the time to come, that they may 
^* lay hold on eternal Kfe\'' Faith will 
extend their views through all the changes 
which are daily and hourly happening in 
every walk of life ; it rnll convince them 
that ftability is nc^ the law ordain^ for 
things fublunary ; it will teach them that 
God putteth down one, and fetteUi up 
another, as feemeth beft to his infinite wi£* 
dom ; it will carry their fouls beyond the 
precinds of this world, to a ftate more 
perfed and altogetl\er fpirituaJ, where^ 
with God, there can be no other refpefl: 
oi perfiDUS, than as in their trial they have 
done righteoufly. 

As faith, by fome motives, difcouragcs 
the infolence of profperity, fo, by others,. 
it alleviates the afflictions of adversity* 
The language of faith is, " Humble your- 
** felves under the mighty hand of GodV^ 
And wherefore ? becaufe God is wife, be- 
Caufe he is good, becaufe he is powerful* 

♦ 1 Tim. V?. 18. 5 1 Pet. v. 6. 

The 



224 VtSlory by Faiib^ over^ 

l> I S c. The wifdom of God at once comprd-* 
hends the whole arrangement of man's life. 
Human prudence can at beft but conjedbire 
the refult of any a^on immediately to be 
performed ; through a long feries of cauies 
and eflfe^ our bounded view is not able 
to reach. From the contraded limits of 
our forefight muft naturally arife extreme 
Ignorance of our future deftiny : the very 
meafures we adopt for the attainment of 
ibme worldly advantage^ may terminate in 
confequences dire^lly contrary to our ex- 
pe^tions; and the acquifttion of an objedl 
which we think moft defirable, may be the 
occafion of fome circumftances that may 
embitter our days. Obfervation of occur- 
rences that happen conflantly, fhould teach 
us to know our own blindnefsj fhould 
convince us^ that all we can do towards the 
forwarding of our profpeds, is to aft cirt 
cumfjpedly, diligently, and uprightly, in 
Qur peculiar ftation ; which duty, when we 
have carefully performed, then, as *' the 
•* race is not always to the fwift, nor the 

" battle 



! 



Exfetnai Con^ioftj ^c. isj; 

^* battle to the ftrong*;" as the tendencies Disc. 
t)f ftcond caufes are not uniformly in the 
fatoe diredionj but are made fubfervicnt to 
dib i)ivine will in the government of the 
tmiverfe ; and as God in his wifdoni muft 
know better than ourfelves the condition 
beft fuited to UB as beings in a ftite of pro- 
bation; faith bids us ^^ commit all out 
*• works unto the LordV' ahd bear the 
event with becoming pitientee. 

This fubmiffion of our will to the Divine 
adminiftration^ 13 tecommetaded to us by 
coniideration not only of the wifdom, but 
alfb of the goodneifs of God^ 

God, who i^ infinite in all perfection, 
can will nothing but the happinefs of his 
creaturesib If in the courfe of our lives we 
encounter fo many difficulties, which, at 
the time of fufFering, diminiih our happi* 
nefs^ ftill the goodnefs of God is thus to 
be juftified. God bath called us into exifl* 
ence, not 2^ creatures of fome few days, 
but as beings defigned perhaps to continue 
for fome years in this world, and certainly 

* Ecclef. b. II. ^ Prpv.xvir 3. 

O t* 



2l6 JTiBory hy Faith^ a^W 

D I s c. to live through eternity ia a future ftate# 
The Providence. of God hath r^fpe^ pnio 
both thefe conditions} aad therefore!, va its 
difpenfations it coniiders not laerety tibfi 
prefent moment, but fo ordaia* all eveots 
^s that the prefent fliould be preparatoxy to 
a more diftant period in this life, and the 
v^hole of tl^ life be a courfe of moial 
difcipline for ^ another wbkh is to follow. 
The goodnefs of a parent is siamff^4 
not by momentary indulgeuce of pcnnerfc 
humour, not by p^mittii^ ^ child to abatis 
don himfdf to plea&re^ not by confidttt^ 
pnly how to make provifion for the mor* 
row : the good parent cOrredts whajBever is 
vicious, trains up his (thild in t^npents 
regularity, lays the foundation of hisi^idirc 
character by a fuitable i^^lem of learmng, 
and in prudence cdnfiders how to fiirnifli 
him with fOmte means of fupport, when he 
ihall have, arrived at years which remove 
him .fr<xm parefttsjl .diredicm* In fom^ fuch 
.view we fiiould consider the diiptiniktmns 

• S^ 5* Tivmt Boievotence Afferead ;'• by»^ Bdgay, 
p. 70. loi. ; and Hutchcfon oa ihc Pafficns, S. vi- 
p* 168^ 169*^ Ofafg. Ed. 1769. * 

6 of 



tof God. Wc are bom for * liigher and Disc, 
nobler purpofcs thaa merely to eat, drink, i ^^' 
and perifli like btrute ftnimala. We have 
duties to difcharge towards ourfelves, to- 
wards our fellow-creaturesj towards our 
Maker: we have bodies to be preferved 
for a mature feafon by temperance ; we 
have? fouls to be. prepared for fpiritual im^ 
provement, by various methods fuited to 
our various difpofitions and various e:&i« 
gences* God, in bis goodnefs, appoints 
for lis that fucceflion df profperous or ad- 
yerfe circumftances^ which may beft fit us 
to ad as becomes men endued with reafony 
intended for fociety, and deftined for im- 
xnortality ; . and i£ in this appointment the 
portion of adverfity <hould be the greater, 
yet faith in God^s goodnefs will bid us 
conclude, that however unfearchable may 
be the ways of his Providence^ yet they 
teuft neceflarily be conducted with mercy 
9iid benevolence. Perhaps we have/^nced 
i)f apparent feverity to teach us humility : 

^ Ad titiora qusedam t% magnific(Qtiora/crede mihi^ 
Hati fumii^. Ci^..deFiii. L. s« 

0^2 perhaps 
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^ lY ^' Perhaps we are of tempers that carir be kept 
under rcftraint only by diftreffes : perhaps 
we have been imprudent, perhaps we hav6 
been indolent, perhaps we have been de-^ 
bauched and prodigal, and are now only 
reaping the natural fruits of foUy and neg*- 
ligence, of corruption ^nd 'profligacy : per- 
haps we may have been attached to the 
things of this world more than we ought, 
and are now admonifhed to recolleft that 
God and virtue fhould be the firft objeds 
of otlr heart. Or put the cafe another 
way. Conceive a itian excellent in prin- 
ciples and manners as the frailty of human 
nature will admit, aad yet ftruggling with 
adverfity. Think ye that God's goodneft 
doth herein fail? Afluredly not. The 
mifery of every man is jufl: fo much as he 
feels it to be : but whoever hath devoted 
his foul tb God, and direfted his iaionl 
by the commands of religion, experiences 
not from adverfity a degree of forrow in 
any proportion adequate to the confola- 
tions of piety and right cpndudt. Nor to 
iuch a man will adverfity appear under the 
*: ' .'. > fame 



External Cwdition^ tfc. ±2^ 

fimc view in which it is fcen by perfons Disc, 
iadi&reQt to. religion. In the opinion of< 
him that believes and trufls in.God, pro- 
ip^ty and adverfity are no marks either of 
God's favour on the one handy or of his 
difpleafure on the other. The diftribution 
of temporal gifts to individuals is indifcri- 
roinajte; wealth and power imply not 
merit*; poverty and low condition be- 
fpeak not demerit : in thefe allotments the 
beft and the worft of men meet together. 
But faith looks -beyond thefe tranfient cir- 
cumftances : to the peace of the foularifing 
from a confcience vcad of oflfence towards 
God and man, it turns for its moft pure, 
lading, and independent happinefs; and 
in finding that, it fays in the imdft of ad- 
verfity, *' O heavenly Father, not my will, 
V but thine be. done ';" for that will which 
created^ which preferves, which enlightens, 

^ Savaroq it yt xa» ^vv$ ^o|« x^st aio^^»$ ironi Mai nioin/if 

crXarc? xat 'jrmay carrot ravra sTnaviq ffVf^MVBi MB^eJTfOi^ to*{ ti 

Bctf ^rt xutucin* M. Antonin. L. ii. II. 
9 St. Luke^ xxii. 4a. 

SL3 whi(?h 



pjs-c. which redieems man, carniot be otherwl^ 
I than benevolent and ^ood in 3AI ite ^ 
pointmentt.^:' 

By fuggefting God's power. Faith ^fo 
gives comfcftt in adverfity. It afcribes tq 
God aa abfolute cootrol orei all creat^re| 
in the iinlverfe ;. a control which, to dif* 
pute ^ere folly, to refift wftre madpefs. In 
this acknowledgment erf Ood'$ irrefiflible 
power it is not to be irnpUed, that maq 
^ould not exert, tp the utmoft of hh abiir 
lities, all his atflive and ^fi>ning faculties 
both ill temporal and i|)iritaal cpncems ; 
the calls of nature, the voice of reafon, the 
qommanda of God, ui^ lum to unwearied 
diligence in honeft and religious purfuits ; 
and 4 woe is denounced on that unpro-* 
fitable fisrvant, who ne^^ tp improve 
bis talent. But by faith yrt are taught, 
that though ^ there are many devices in 
-^^ man's heart, neverthelefs the counfel of 
" the Lord, THAT fliall Hand";" and the 
canyidion pf this truth which lead? to re^ 

? Prov.xix. 2.U 

fignatipn, 



External Con^tion^ Ssfr* ^^i 

fignation, prevents unreafonable murmurs DISC, 
and unavailing fretfulnefs. A full per- v-^ 
fuaiion of God's omnipotence aflfbrds con- 
folation in another view. However dif- 
tf effing may be our adverfity, yet He hath 
power to relieve and reverfe it. The proud 
may treat us with contempt, the wealthy 
with infolence ; companions of our better 
days may be faithlefs ; friends may want 
ability to help us : but as in God there is 
nothing of human weaknefs, fo on Him 
alone can we place our reliance, confident 
that He is able to remove the evils which 
opprefs us, and that He will remove them 
it> far as in his wifdom and goodnefs' he 
iBay judge expedient for us. 

Such then is the influence of religious 
^ith on the two leading diftindions of 
ittan's condition, profperity and adverfity, 
lict us no*r fee its efficacy on fome of our 
pkflions and difpofitions. 

Through faith, our chief Joy is founded, 

not on temporal poffeffions, not pn fenfual 

gratifications, not on fanciful amufements, 

jf^Pl on pleafures that are Meeting : a found 

Q 4 . mind| 
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DISC, miody an cnKghtened underftanding, a pur^ 
hearty a quiet confcience, domellii: ha? 
mo^y, imercourfe of friendflupy woite^ (f 
benevolence, the . ^xercifes of devQUo^, % 
love of Gpd and virtue, and a hope of 
falvation through his blefliad I^edeqi^er} 
thefe are the fubftaqtial and perqiaueot 
grounds on which the Chriftian build$: his 
joy, a joy *^ which, r^o man .t^ketl^. from 

Occafioqs of SoRRO^ are tq all of us 
manifold, and to mpft of us bitter. The 
^mprudencp of fome friends, tl^e diftre&of 
others J the ficl^nefs of fome whoi|i w 
pearly Ipve, ^nd tb? lo^s of others whp 
were to us as pur o^n fouls j thefe art 
caufes pf grief, whiph, s^s we can neither 
prevent, fo neither caii v?e Qxpepenoe.with 
cold unconcern. Faith do^fi not cqnd^mp^ 
it only regulates gri^f ; oqy feelings of 
humanity are not ^o be fupprefl^, bi4 
they Ihoiild be modprat^d : ^e^fppable in- 
^ulgctncf of them is crayed by our nji^urej 

ff St. John, i?i. zz. 

excels 



Etiternal Conditfo^ ^f$ ^|3 

fxcefs IS fprbi^tt both by nature andDisq, 
grace. That we ** forrow not as men 
*^ without hope 'V' ^^ t^^ precept of faith, 
{applicable to all qircuiplli^nges of worldly 
concern. . 

. That wbif b creatcjs. the nioift piercing 
forrpw,. is the lapUefliion of fm* On 
this, as. we make fa^rtjher advances in good-^ 
%^t&y we look ba^Jc with increafing abhcnr^ 
rence.; We ftand, in our own judgmenC|, 
£elf-condemnedj we lament our folly, puv 
w^aknefs, oiu: wlckednefs, in the commit^k 
lix^. of offences aj^kirift our conference, and 
^igainfl the Ip^own^ oomnokands of a righteouft 
fU)4 good God* In fuch finrow there can 
fcarcely be excefs; yet faith bids the truly 
penitent b^ pomforted; bids them come 
pn}:p Ghrift for reft in their fouls; bida 
them " return ui^to the Lord, for he will 
f* have mercy on them ; and to our God, 
f * for he will abundantly pardon them ".'* . 
Are we by nature difpofed to hasti- 
J^Ess of TEM?ER, which, in momenta 
pnguarded, betrays us either into improper 

V I Theff. iv. 13. " Ifaiah^ U. 7. 

^ lan^^uagc 
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J> I s C- language ix >riolent bdbavioury fmpeMkg 
us fo dffend agaln(^ eft^blilbed manoersi 
and to cfifregard humane forbearance, ia 
feme fuch way as win afterwards oeeafiod 
to us remorfe and (hame? 

Arc we by nature dlfpofed to fuch hafti^ 
nefs of temper ? By fiiith wc are led to 
cveroome this enemy to the repofr of our* 
felves and of all around us* The Word of 
God pronounces thus: **^He that is foon 
^ :ingty, dealeth fbdifiily '^" •* An angry 
•• man ftirreth up ftrifc, and a furious maa 
^ aboundeth in tranfgtrfSbn ^\^ ^ Be not 
^ hafty in thy fplrit h> feeangry '*•** ^ Let 
^ all bitternefs, arid wrath, and anger, and 
^ clamour, and evil-fpeaking, be put away 
•* from you, with alj malice; and be ya 
^ Mnd to one another, tender-hearted, for* 
^ giving one another; even as God, for 
"^ Chrift's fake, hath forgiven you V^ By 
faith in God we fhall believe, that what he 
tondendns muft be finful, what he forbida 
rnufl be avoided, what he counfels muft 

•^ Prov. xiv. 17. »♦ Proy. xxlx, 2%^ 

M Eccl. yH. g. •• Eph. Jv. 31; 



Maternal ConJiticm^ ^c^ , ^^j 

l>c wife, what he commands muft be Indif- DISC. 

IX 
pcnfablc : and by continual recoHedtiou 

pf his declarations agamft violent paffioilSi 

we fhaU gradually form thofc habits b£ 

gentlenefs, which fweeten the whole |nter- 

courfe of fife, and which peculiarly adorn 

the Chriftian profeflion, I 

Is there in our natural difpofition a 

tendemby- to Envy ? A taore tormenting 

paffion can fcarcely be harboured in the 

breaft of man. On every fide perpetually 

ariie occaiions which excite uneafinefs to 

the e^nviou^ perfon : the flour^lhing cbndi-* 

tiion of one, the reputation, of another j the 

fuocef^of this, the general efieem of thfit 

man, »re never«failing fourcesof vekatioui 

and con:oding anxiety. His own ciixuiii«« 

fiances, however in themfelves defiraWe, 

are ovedpoked; his own attainments, of 

whatfoever kind they may be, give hini' 

no fad^dllon ; there are thofe whom ht 

|ancie^ * to be in a better fituation, though 

Aristot. Rhet. L. n« c. to. f. if 

of 



ftj6 Vlffory hy Faitb^ over 

p I s c* of leis defcrt^ thaa himfelf ; and. on them 
' he fixes a jealous and maHgnant eye. Noc 
fo the man who i^ ^^ transformed in the 
^ renewing of his mind ";'* the Ijpirit that 
|s in him hath overcome an afie<£lion fo 
vile and fo uncharitable. He does not 
pretend to defpife the gifts of Rt>vidence; 
^ ]!;aow§ their value» and is thankful for 
that portion^ of them which is conferred 
upon him : hut then he has learat to check 
CTery wifh that the libend bounty of G^ 
^y|d be limited towards others ; he has 
learnt to prefer the fatisfadions of equani- 
mity to the reftlefs agitations of discontent; 
lie has le^umt to coniider wc»:ldly poflfdOionSy 
which ^ve fleeting, as infinitely lefs worthy 
his attention than fpiritual bleflings. That 
charity ^ which fufiereth long, and i$ kind; 
^. which enVieth not, which vauntetfa not 
** itfelf, and is not puffed up; which ho- 
•* haveth not Itfelf unfeemly, feeketh not 
^; her own, is not eafily provoked, and 
^* thinketh no evil ; which rejoiceth not in 

*' Rozp. xii. 2. 

^ iniquity, 



]£9ctehtal Condition^ tfft* i^f 

^ iniquity^ but rejoiceth in the truth J D I S C 
*• which bcareth all things^ bdieveth all '^* 
** things^ hopcth all things^ endureth all 
" things** J*' if thereby the advantage of 
a feUdw-creatute may rcafonably be pro^ 
moted; that moft excellent endowment, 
the fruit of God^S fpiritj it \;^ill be the ob-« 
]€&, of Faith to obtdin and manifefti 

Faith in God through Chrift diredls us 
to overcome the temptations which may 
arxfe, either from our own appetites, ot 
from the corruptions of the world* 

He that believeth on the Son of God^ 
hath every inducement, every motive, every 
help towards the refilling of temptations^ 

He hath an example of perfed: virtue fet 
forth for imitation in the life of ChrilL 
•* Holy, harmlefs, undefiled '^ j'* intent on 
the great purpofes Which he came on earth 
to accomplifh, by no allurements of worldly 
pleafure could our Lord be feduced, by no 
proffers of power could he be diverted^ by 
no fufferings of torment could be be de- 
terred from fulfilling all righteoufnefs. It 
*» I Cor. xiii. 4. •» Hcb. vii. 26. 

IS 



i^ft ti&ory by Falth,^ wif 

D I S c. is an advantage peculiar to Ghriflianity tliilt 
we have a pattern of confummate eKcel** 
lence, after which we {houl4 be cartful 
to direa our condud. ** Tempted Eke 
•* as we are, yet without fin *** j" our Lord 
hath fhewn us, that man, with all hiis in* 
firmities, if he will drive to xegukte his 
paffions, and pray fervetotly to God fot 
pivine affiflance, may tnake confiderable 
progrefs in fpiritual perfe^on, though he 
cannot refemble Chrlft in unblemiihed ki- 
nocence. 

He that believeth on the Son of God^ 
knowcth the recompenfe that is promifed 
to wellr doing, and the vengeance which 
ihall overtake finners ; he confiders that a 
glorious immortality awaiteth him who 
overcoraeth in the conteft with fin and Sa- 
tan ; but that tribulation and anguifh muft 
be the doom of him who has yielded his 
body and foul to the dominion of corrupt 
appetites j and in defiance of every warur^ 
ing which nature or grace could give, bath 
perfifted wilfully and knowingly in. tref- 

' *« Heb. iv. i|. 

pa0es. 



External CanMoHy Csffc *3^ 

|»ff^. As " by Faith, Mofes, wlten he was Disc. 
" cocfte to years^ refufed ta be called tic 
^> iaa cf Pharaoh's daughter, ehuHng ra« 
"' ther to fuflfer afflidioaa with the people 
•* of God, than tp enjoy the pleafures of 
^^ fm for a feafon ; efteeming the reproatfa 
^^ of Chriil greater riches than the treafures 
^ of Egypt ; for he had re/ped unto th0 
^* recompenie of reward : -as .by Faith he 
** forfook ]5gypt, aot fearing the wrastli of 
** the kiiig, for he endured as ^feeing him 
" who is invifible";" fo by Faith will he 
that is bom of God reiinquifh, the iridul- 
g^nee of vicious gratifications^ for the more 
pure joy of a foul undefiled^ and the iip« 
prdw^tipn of God. 

. That promlie of Divifve aififtance which 
k given " to us, to our children,' to all that 
*' are afar off, even as many as the Lord 6trf 
« God fliall call**f that promife will be 
received with full affurance by Faith, and 
wiU encourage us, in the hour of trying 
temptation, to fupplicate our compaflionate 
lutcrceflbr, " that we may obtain mercy, 

" Hcb. xi. 24. ■** Aas, ii, 39. 

"and 



^4^ ^iSorjf by ^aitb^ over 

» I § a ^* and find grace in the time df need ^V* 
I In our petitions for * WorkUy things; We 
know not whether the objed: of biir ptdyer 
may eventually produce the greater degree 
of happinefsi or the krger portion of 
inifery; requefts thetefoire of this kind, 
we muft beg to be granted fo far only, as 
God may forefee theoi conducive to cur 
welfiure : but when w6 pray for the Holy 
Spirit to ftrengthen m againit: the force 
of any temptation^ we are cbnfidient that 
the refult of oilr petition can lead only to 
good» The reformation df our lives, and 
the purifying of our hearts, are the chief 
works we have fo perform as preparatory 
towards the attainment of falvation : when 
to the accomplifhment of thefe ends weafk 
for that ability, which by nature we have 
not, we afk for what mufi prove a fpiritual 
blefling, and as fuch, what God will cer-^ 

*^ Hcb. iV. 16., 

* OvkHv luyuiTiO'eu tt ff'o^^1) avo^i» fe^xuv uvm, oTtf? fut 
>ASnt Ciovrof ivxo(^^oi xouta, ^otcup h ayz^a ; See Pj2tO S 

Second Alribiades, p. 13s. in Et wall's £diuo'ii> and 
that Editor's Notes on p. i35» i^6» 

tainly 



.tairiiy grant to our earn^fl: :prayers. " ][f p i s c< 
i ^ ye, h^lqg eyil^ know hpw to give gpqd 
V** gifts unto your children, how much 
." more .fliall your Heavenly Father gi:ve 
** the Holy Spirit tp them that ai him **r 
If men, with all their infirmities, a^e 
i^^verthelefe inclinod to make their children 
ihappy, by conferring on them favours 
.vrh^ch may innocently gratify them, much 
more will God, "^hofemoft adorable attri- 
bute is loye^ impart to us that portion of 
Divine affiftance, which may be needful 
tofecure us from, the moft formidable of all 
^dangers, the dangers of fin. For this affift- 
ance Faith will impel us to pray ; and 
t?ie cflfed of our prayer will be fpiritual 
•vidkory. 

As the prevalence of Faith correi^s our 
inward difpofitions, fo its ftreng^h fuftaina 
our infirmities of mortality. Look to the 
h^ of ij^nefs, and fee the patient refig-, 
nation and lively hope of ^ Chriftian ani- 
joaated fa^ Faith in God ! Th^ pains of 



-*♦ St. Lokc, xi. 13. 



difeafe^ 



442 YiSory hy Faitb^ i>i)er 

DISC, difeafe, however they may torture him, 
and force frofti his body deep groans of 
agony, yet they excite tiot in his foul any 
thoughts of complaint, as though God were 
not gracious in all his difpenfations. That 
in the midft of life we are in death ; that 
in Adam all die ; that ** by one man fin 
*' entered into the world, and death by fin, 
** and fo ^eath paffcd upon^ all men, for 
" that all have finned *V% on thefe truths 
he has frequently m^itated, and has thus 
prepared himfelf for an approaching diflb- 
lution of his mortal botfy. But Fjiith looks 
beyond the prefent fcene. It fays to the 
foul, though •' in Adam all die, yet in 
♦« Chrift (hall all be made alivfe:*^" thou^ 
** through the offence of one many be 
*** dead,'* yet ** by the obedience of one, 
' ** Ihall many be made righteous ;" " and 
*^ as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo 
** grace Ihall reign through righteoufndTs 
"unto eternal life by Jefus Chrift our 
-^ Lord*'." This is the encouragement, 

*5 Rom, V. 12. »« I Cor. xv. 22. 

*' Rom, V. 15. 19. 21. 

the 
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the comfort, the aflurance which Faith im- P ^^ ^* 
parts to the dying £!hriftian, in confidence of 
which he exclaims triumphantly, ** O death, 
** where is now thy fting*! O grave, where 
^* is now thy viaory *'!'\ To him that hath 
believed and fincerely endeavoured to obey 
the Gofpel^ the terrors of death and the 
grave caAnot be formidable. For how- 
ever, upon a review of his paft life, he 
muft feel himfelf hnmbled and contrite fdr 
niiany adions which ^* he now condemns, 
yet he trufts that Gfid, for Chrift's fak^, 
will confider repentance as a recoftimehda* 
tion to his favour; that He will regard 
fincere and earneft efforts of amendment, 
M grounds for his meity, his approbation, 
his bleffing! 

Thus powerful as Faith is in its influence 
on the various conditiohs, affediohs, and 
profpeds of man, it well deferves the high 
appellations with which it is extolled in 
Scripture. It is the principle which firft 
turns us to God; it is the inducement 

*• I Cor. XV. 55. 

R 2 which 
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DISC, which prompts us to conform our wills and 
'^* adions to his Gofpcl; it is the fpriig 
whence flow our moft admirable virtues; it 
is the grace which adorns thc^e virtues ia 
the fight of God ; it is the fource yrh^ncc 
we derive the moft fubftantial comforts; jt 
is the only folid foundation of reli^on in 
this world; .it is the only firm rock on 
which we can fecurely reft our expedation 
of fpiritual happinefs in a life immortal! 
In Faith therefore towards God, through 
Chrift our Redeemer^ and the Holy Spirit 
.our Sandifier, may we " be ftedfaft 2^ 
J* umnpveable j always abounding in boli- 
/* nefs, that wo?k of the Lord; fpn^frowh 
^^ as we know that our labour is not in vaifi 
•* in the Lord V 



*• 1 Cor, XV. st* 
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DISCOURSE X. 

The Satlsfadione derived from Religioa^ 
are more pure^ permanent, and effedual 
towards the Attainment of Happinefs^ 
than the Pleafures of the Worlds 



St. John, xiv. 27. 

My peace I give unto you ; not as the World 
givetb^ give J unto you, 

T T cannot be denied by any reafonable DISC* 

obferver, that the world is made inftru*\ 
mental to the happinefs of man in various 
refpefts. The objeds which it prefents 
to our fenfes, the duties in which it en- 
gages us, the honours with which it adomS|. 
the wealth with which it fuppbrts, the 
pleafures with which it relieves us, the 
intercourfe of friends and endearments of 
R 3 kindred, 



24^ The SatisfaStohs derived from Religion^ 

DISC, kindred, and that peaceable enjoyment of 
^ / _f what we poflfefs, fecured to us by civil 
fociety ; thefe are fources, from each of 
which Mankind in general derives at leaft 
fome, if not a very confiderable degree 
of fatisfa^on. Let us allow then to the 
world the full powers which it pofieffes, to 
make glad the heart of man : yet there are 
confiderations which tend to diminifh the 
charms of the world, and which leave to 
religion a decided fuperiority in its efficacy 
towards procuring mental felicity. 

The objeGs of our fenfes are the beau- 
ties of creation, and the productions of 
inventive and elegant art. A mind of 
fimplicity loves the one, and the man of 
tafte is enraptured with both. But for 
what continuance is this our admiration of 
external objedls ? Familiar repetition creates 
* indifference ; and the fenfes themfelves by 
degrees become toipid. Not fo the fatis* 
fadions of religion. The mind that hath 
been accuilomed to contemplate Divine 

♦ Omnibas in rebus, voloptatibas maximis Faftidiam 
fioiiimQin c&. Cic.de Orat. iii. 25. 

truths. 
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truths, and by prayer to hold frequent Disc, 
intercourfe with Heaven, is fo far from 
becoming infenfible by habit, that it grows 
more fervent as it advances nearer towards 
the clofe of its exiftence on earth. 

The duties of life are fo infinitely ex- 
tenfive, that no man can live entirely 
exempt from them, and no man who 
values his real comfort Jkoidd wijh to be 
difcharged from them. Whatever be the 
occupation, and whatever the purfuit, yet 
whilft the mind is intent on the bufinefs to 
be performed, it is in a ftate of adivity na- 
tural to man's conftitqtion, and * conducive 
to mental and bodily health. The human 
mind is in itfelf reftlefs. Something ade- 
quate to its powers muft call forth its at- 
tention, or its fpirits recoil on itfelf, and 
thence enfues a languor irkfome and in- 
jurious. But let either choice or neceffity 
direft man to follow fome employment 
fuited to his years and abilities, he will then 
find either fuch a continual fucccflion of 
new thoughts, or fuch complete filling- up 
• See " Divine Benevolence Aflened," p. 34, 35, 36. 
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D I s c. of his time with ordinary baflncfr, **^ ^^ 
will leave little leifure either for fecKog 
real, or for fancying imaginary evib. Such 
is the general tendency of a bufy life^ Yet 
amid thefe advantages, hay and eveQ as % 
price by which thefe advantages are atr 
tained, is much vexation. The man of bu- 
fiflefe, whether private or public, whether 
literary or active, meets with m^uy dif- 
ficulties which retard his purfuit. The on6 
bas to lament that his conceptions are not 
jdways clear, nor his proficiency adequate 
to his thirft for more knowledge; the othet 
Jias to bewail that fome untoward circum? 
fiance very frequently dgranges his purpofe 
^nd impedes hig fyccefs. But how is it 
with the praftice of religion ? He that is 
habituated to piety, finds ferious meditatioa 
and prayer the moft effeftual prefervativc^ 
jigainft vexation ; for then is the foul raiied 
towards that Being, " who healeth the 
^* broken in heart 'j-* that Beipg who \% 
the Father of mercies and God of all con- 
solation j that Being whofe moft adorable 

* Pfel. cxlvH. 3. 

attribute 
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aitribute is his goodaefs to the children of D i sc» 
men in all cafes. 

Though the means of temporal hap- 
pinefs differ confiderably in kind, yet they 
are diftributed in equal proportions through 
all ranks of life. No condition is fo en- 
tirely bleffed, as to be exempt from fo- 
licitudes annexed to it ; and, * commonly 
fpeaking, no fituation is fo totally wretched, 
as not to contain in it many reafons, for 
which it jthould be confidered by the 
poffeffor as the heft in which he could be 
placed. But it is the nature of man to be 
diffatisfied ; and fo long as in the fcale 
pi fociety there is one degree attainable, 
which he has not hitherto gained, ambition 
prompts hinqi to look upon it as an objeft 
worth competition. There is too in human 
pature a love of diftindipn laudable and 
ufeful J laudable, becaufe it wiflies for the 
jcfteem of rational, virtuous, and ^yorthy 
men; ufeful, becaufe it fuggcfls adions, 
that tend to the advantage of fpciety. 

Whether then it be from diffatisfadion, 
a bad caufe, or from a defire of reputation 

f Stf •• plvine Bej^evolence Affertcd," p. 107, 108. 

among 



tso The SathfaSlions derived from Religion, 

D i^ c. among perfons themfelves admirable, which 
is a generous principle ; fo it is, that the 
honours of the worid are gratifying to man. 
But it is equally certain, that during the 
feafon of novelty their influence in com-, 
municating fatisfadion is moft ftrong and 
captivating. * Satiety here alfo obtrudes ; 
and what with avidity was once grafped at, 
cither from caprice, or difguft, or weari-» 
nefs, is not uncommonly relinquiftied. 

Religion operates in a very diflferent man- 
ner ; like all other excellences, it prefents to 
the beginner an afpe£t not very alluring ; but 
as its votary perfifts in following its didlates, 
it progreflively removes diflSculties^ and 
gradually becomes fo powerful in its in* 
fluence as to poflTefs the firft place in the 
foul's afledions. In this influence the foul 
finds its chief happinefs ; it therefore ftrives 
to increafe rather than diminifli an energy, 
under which it experiences daily acceflSon 
of comfort and joy, fuch as the world could 
neither confer nor take from it. 

• Uaifruf yutv Ko^o<i B^i. HoM. II. xiii. 636. Sec aifo the 
Pltttus of Ariilophanes, v. i89> &c. Kvstbr's £d. 

That 



moufurc than the Pieajures ef the WorlJ. aj^l 

That the love of money, merely for it$ I s c. 
own fake, or for the miferablc vanity of i 
being reputed wealthy, muft be a low and 
groveling paflion, is univerfally agreed ; 
all concur in detefting thofe infatiably co- 
vetous and meanly penurious perfons, who 
f^crifice every confideration either of gene- 
rpfity or humanity, or even of honour or 
religion, to the fole gratification they feel 
in amafling riches. To avarice and par- 
fimony thus fordid, no terms but thofe of 
reproach and condemnation can ever be 
applicable- But there is a defire to increafe 
wealth which is commendable, a defire that 
would attain its objcdt by the moft equitable 
means, and which has principally in view that 
decent provifion, which every prudent man 
is bound to make for himfelf and family, 
fo far as his abilities will enable him, or his 
ftation requires of him. The fatisfadion 
experienced in the acquiring of riches, by 
any one who through fuch methods and 
for fuch purpofes has laboured for opulence, 
cannot be blameable ; he is reaping only 
the recompenfe of paft fervices, and in- 
3 dulging 



2'^2^ 7be SaHsfaBions derived from ' Religion^ 

Pisc. during a natural and laudable hope, that 
he fhall, by the Divine bleffing! fecufe 
froril want,' thofe that are deareft to 
him. Nor blanieable can be the fatis- 
fadlk)n which they feel, who aire born to 
opulence; they live' irl the enjoyment of 
many advantages themfelves, and have, 
what to every good mind' is moft defirable,, 
the power of aduainiftering comfort to many 
around them* 

Be it' granted then, that riches are in- 
ftrumental to human happinefs; yet, on 
the other hand, let it alfo be acknowledged, 
that many caqfes contribute to diminilh 
their value* So infecure is the poffeffion 
of them, that by contingencies * unforefeen 
and unavoidable fome are involved in fud- 
den ruin, the bitternefs of which revcrfe 
they feel more keenly, from having expe* 
rienced better days. Others, when placed 
in eafy circumftances, are tempted to re- 
linquiih thofe habits of regularity and fo- 
briety, which invigoralted their health in a 

Epii^. Fhcpn. 571. 

ftate 
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ftate of labour; and by the exchange of D i s c. 
competence for abjandadt .wealth, they feepi ^, 
to have gained little but ipore frequent 
opportunities of hurtful indulgence, and 
more rqpeated returns of acute ^ difeafe. 
Others, after. having aded tl^e part of be- 
nefactors, undergo the vexatious pain of 
feeing their. Jiherality either repaid with 
unkindnefs, or fruftrated by folly. 

The ifatis^dions, which arife from reli- 
gion, are afieded neither by cafualties, nor 
ficknefi, nor ingratitude, nor difappoint- 
ment. God, who is the object of religious 
contemplatbn^ £xifls through eternity, im- 
' mutable, invariably?. In the exqrcife of 
faith, fupplication, and gratitude towards 
him, there is no fear that thoie san ]>e 
exceffive, who live (as Providence defigns 
all to live) in fdciety with their fellow- 
creatures, and ami^ft cares and employ- 
ments of which they are bound Ui,£bme 
proportion to partake. Such are the ra- 
tional votaries of religion ; and men thus 
circumftanced cannot be immoderate in the 

* See the Plutua of Ariftophanes, v* 559. 

4 difchargc 
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DISC* difcharge of religious duties* By every r<i* 
. ^^ -^:, , .i petition. of thefe duties, the health of the 
foul is ilrengthcned ; and though fuch fer- 
vices are plainly calculated for our own 
advantage in > fpirit^al improvement^ yet 
God of his goodnefs deigns to regard theta 
as acceptable to Himfelf^ and repays increafe 
: of religious perfedion with increafe of men- 
tal happinefi. 

It is in the cotiilitution of all- animal 
nature^ that it fhould . require reft. Pro- 
digious efforts are made by the robuft and 
diligent ; but after all^ even the moftftrong 
and moft induftrious, muft q£ neceflity fe^ 
repofe j and to the ,general condition of 
men, : an * alternate fi^cceffion of relaxa- 
tion to bufinefs is neceffary at intervals not 
far diftant. On this law of our nature is 
juftified, as indifpenfably requifite to the 
health of our bodies, and vigour of our 
minds, recourfe to pleafures. But it is an 
obvious duty, that in his purfuit of plea- 
fures, man is not to forget the objedi for 

• " Gcd hath fet 

Labor and reft, as day and night to men 
8occcffivf.>— — Milt. Par. Loft, L. iv. 613. 

which 
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which they are allowed. Pleafures are D i s Ql 
defigned for the purpofe of renewing the , 
^exhaufted ft rength, cither bodily or mental, 
in order that,' after recreation * and dlverfion^ 
we may return with' frefh alacrity and abi^ 
lity to the profecution of the 'fev^eral works 
impofed on us by bur particular ftation. 
Any kinds of pleafure therefore, that will 
adcfeat the: end for which they may be 
fought, muft be criminal ; and any excefs 
ift pkafureS, not d^trimentaL'if ufed mo- 
derately, muft ^ilfo be criminal; becaufc 
'hoth. fo afFedt^ us^ as to render us uiifit for 
arehewed difcharge of the duties incumbent 
'Oa us p and becaufc they difgrace> beings, 
who are ncA to glut their pafiion's .with the 
inlatiability: of brute beafts, but who, in 
aUcafesi are required, for their prefcnt and 
future welfare, tb be guided by the con*- 
trol of fbbfii: : reafon and prddicable reli- 
gion^. But under thefe reftridions, plea- 
fures; rational .pledlures, are lawful and 
gratifying. For the eye, and for the ear, 
are aumberlefs amurements, which, may 
be enjoyed innocently and to advantage. 

Added 



^^$ 95k SathfadHotti dcPioedfram MeHgtost^ 

DISC. Added to thefe may be the xcpaft of hof- 
pitality, and the fweets * of focial poa* 
yerfe^ vrhich^ when fought in due feafon^ 
^nd temperied with regularity, are allow- 
able, and of good tendency towards pro- 
moting mutual harmony. For the ima« 
gination, artifts of different denominations, 
by their ingenuity, fupply abundant mat- 
ter, in which th^.polifhed mind finds liberal 
pleafures. 

The pleafures of the world, then, in 
their different lands, are, according to our 
feveral difpofitions, gratifying. Yet not fi> 
fox a long duration. Men who have been 
accuftomed to a laborious Ufe, after in« 
dulgense taken for a fhort time, find their 
exigence burthenfome, till they return again 
to their former habits of indufti^; and 
thinking men are foon fatisfied, that the 
pleafures of the world are not in themfdyes 
conunenfurate to that conception and retiib 
of more noble purfuits .vdth which die 

Eu&. Hipp. 588. 

mind 



% 



fmre pure than the Pkafures of the World. 257 

toind is ammatfed in the acquifition of DISC, 
knowledge and fearch after truth. 

The pleafures of religion are neither To* 
fatiating nor fo unfubftantial as thofe of the 
world; for religion holds out that, which 
continually excites new admiration, and is 
infinitely more than adequate to all the 
capacities which man can poffefs. It holds 
out to the view of our ihinds God ever 
adorable, bccaufe ever good} it prefents 
for our contemplation and wonder the ia« 
comprehenfible works of creation ; it fug* 
gefts for^r confolation under all circum- 
dances, an afTurance that the paternal care 
of a Divine ^providence is ever watching 
over and preferving iis. In meditations on 
fubjefts thfls deeply intcrefting, there is a 
fober, folemn, yet cheerful pleafure, which 
gathers force by being indulged, gains more 
ftfongly on our affeftions by being chc- 
lilhed, fills the thoughts and raifes the fouls 
of thofe who havQ bad yecpurfe to religion, 
and have made trial of the fatisfa^ions to 
be thence derived. 

S , Ta 
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DISC. To the natural impulfe of human paf- 
fions he muft l>e a ftranger, who feels not 
that in friendflbip and domeftic love are 
charms, which fweeten and endear life, 
irrefiftibly^ powerful, and exquifitely cap- 
tivating, beyond all the attradtions of odiar 
worldly bleffings. But on what day do 
we not behold ddier looks of dejedion or 
tears of weeping, for the lofe of fome 
whom mutual regard hdd made to the 
mourners ** as their own fouls*!" and the 
mote fufd^ible the heart is of aff^dkionate 
impreffiohs, the more is it aUre to the 
pangs of grief iA the day of ieparation. 
All, however, is utlavailablefc forrdw caii* 
not bring baek the abfent from their diftant 
abodes; cannot recall the dead from dieir 
graires j nor change the irreverfiWe dectee 
of the Almi^y^ that aUdiings fttfaioaary 
ihould be fleeting' and tranfitory* 

Religion hae nothing thus cormpdE^ 
«&nd evanefcent: the gratifications dbieiKC 
"axirmg are permanent ; for refle^ons on isi 

* Deut, xlii. 6. 

life 
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IJfe habitually fpent in virtue and piety, D i s c» 
\vill create joys which fhall be immortal as 1 
the foul itfelf. 

The duties of life could not be per- 
formed, nor could honours, liches, plea- 
fures, friends^ relations^ or even life itfelf 
Be fecured, were we not guarded and pro- 
tefted by the laws of civil foclety. Laws 
(fehfiire poffeffibti of all things valuable, by 
the" operation of reftraintis. That, Whidh 
irenders the weaker man frfe from infult^ 
is reftraint on the ftrotiger j and that which 
keeps this ftrbtiger man iitihurtj either by' 
any indivifdual oi any number ftlU ftrongeif 
than himfelf, iis reftraint laid on themi The 
cafe is the fame with regard ib property ; 
and thus It is^ 'that by the genet^l influence 
of rfeftraintsr, we are blefled with liberty 
truly fo called j and retain lindifturbed our 
fefpeftive properties, as far as the pre- 
talence of laws can fecure us againft ini- 
quity. 

'Commonly fpeaking, then, the protec- 
tion of laws gives us peace from without ; 
but what is to harmonize otir ill ward 
difpofitions ? what Ihall curb our paf- 
S 2 fipns, 
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DISC, fions, reftrain our appetites, check all 
.._„^ irregular emotions, and calm our bofoms 
with placid tranquillity ? The world may 
be at peace with us ; but it does not thence 
follow that we fliall be at peace either with 
ourfelves or others. We may be juft and 
honeft to fuch an extent as thelawprc* 
fcribes, and yet, from unfubdued temper, oc- 
cafion much uneafmefs,firft to ourfelves, and 
then to thofe with whom we are conneded, 
by captiQus fretfulnefs about matters of *do 
confequencej by fufpicious jealoufy that 
others mean^ tq offend us, and by rigorous 
claim of our right in all cafes^ without 
any regard had to particular eircumftaace^ 
which might make ftrid right r»ugnant 
to the wider priaciples of equity^ ^ With- 
out being^ a&ually bad men^ we may 
neverthdefs be morofe to our families, un- 
kind to our acquaintance, and vexatious to 
the community of which we are members. 
What fhall reach the heart fo effeauallyi 
as to foften it into complacency >nd for- 
bearance ? It is religion only that cap tortt 

* Al\tt AaXui it luti fa^pe ctpnna. 

HoR. B.i. Ep.i8. IS* 

* it 
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it from perverfenefs to realbiiahle accom- D f s c, 
modation, frdm pride to humility, from 
wrath to meeknefs, from revenge to for- 
givenels. 

But it is by no means an improbable 
icafe, that however inofFerifively we may 
tconduft ourfelves, yet others may difturb 
and injure us. From the violators of law, 
■who, in our fallen (late, will ever infeft 
human fociety, no one is fo entirely be* 
yond the reach of danger, as to prefume 
on palling his lif(? without fuftaining fome 
decrees of moieftation. Under ^ircunr- 
ftances of oppreffion and iniquity, civil fo- 
ciety can indeed infift on recompenfe, and 
^punifli the offender; but it cahnot infule 
iiito the bread of the fufferer a conipofure 
that fhall be little difturl^ed by injuftice.' Ha- 
bitual religion can produce this effeft j for 
Tt trains the mind in patience, aceiiftoms 
-It to exped from human nature many ads 
of depravity, and fuggefts to it motives of 
Comfort from refledions that wprfe evils 
might have befallen j that no events hap- 
pen without God's permifTion j that every 
S 3 wife 
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D IS c. wife and good n^an fhould refign himfelf 
humbly to the difpeufations of Provi- 
dence* 

Thus then have been ftated to you the 
feveral means^ by v^hich the, world afibrds 
fatisfadlon to the generality of mankind ; 
and in this ilatement the bleffings of the 
world have been confidered according to 
their real effence, and according to the 
effedls which they aftually produce on the 
human mind. That thefe blefCngs (hould 
be fought ami enjoyed, is ia fome .cafes 
natural^ in fome allowable, in fome com^ 
mendable. But in the greater part of them 
are mixed ingredients^ which make the 
poffeflion of them kfs defirable; fatiety, 
vexation, lofs, incompetency, *inftability, 
feem to be more or lefs inherent in all that 
the world can give. On the other hand, 
in reviewing the fatisfa^ions which reli-^ 

Ka.% iAci}arc^ T1J ij^oni 4iX««{b»T« n rat vovf foQonx, u ry rvf^ 

M^'Antonin* Ja. il, 12* 

gioa 
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gion 1^*8 to offer, we find them contin'ually i> ^ s c 
more defirable, the moft powerful reflaedies 
sjgaiaft inquietude^ fubje£t to no external 
cafualtiee, infinitely more than adequate to 
qlj the conceptions of the foul, unchange- 
able, permanent, eternal. And (hue reli-*. 
gion imparts to .ua peace, of fuck a kintfy 
after fuch a manner, and to fuch « degree, 
as the world cannot give. 

But a« the fatisfaftions arifing from 
religion fo far exceed thofe which can be 
derived from the world, it may be a 
queftion, how it comes to pafs that they are 
not fo univerfally experienced as the fatif-^ 
fa<3:ions of the world ? For this plain reat 
ion; becaufe they are not fo univerfally 
fought. The world influences our e^ter-^ 
nal fenfes ; religion operates on our inward 
minds. The faculties of the mind, like 
thofe of the body, are improved by * habit. 
In vain are the feeds of fine tafte fown ia 
the mind of man, unlefs they are brought 
to maturity by culture; and in vain are 

» See Dr. R bid's Third " EfTay on the Aaive Powers 
pf Man i^' Ch. viii. p. 253—6. Ed. 1788. 

S 4 moral 



a 64 T'bc Sathfa£iions derli)cd from Religion^ 

D IS C. moral and religious capacities ingenerated 
in man, unlefs they are brought into a&ual 
exertion, and applied to pradical ufes. 
Tafte for virtue and piety may be gradiiaHy 
heightened, like tafte for any works of an 
or fcience : and by difufe, refiftairce, and 
carelefs living, it may in a iimilar manner 
decline, and even be loft. We fometimes 
fee inftances of men quite reprobate as to 
all matters of religion: the fa£k is, they 
have either totally neglected, or grofsly 
perverted, and then entirely extinguifhed, 
that fenfe of religion, which, by proper 
care, they would have found as * congenial 
to man, as a moral fenfe, or as a love ^of 
knowledge, or any other good afie&ion 
of t^ie mind. If it were abfurd to fay 
there were no .beauty in a pidure, becaufe 
the blind cannot perceive it ; nor charms 
in mufic, becaufe the deaf cannot hear 
it; nor intelledual pleafures, becaufe the 

* ^* Nor is that mind come to the proper (late and 
«« vigour of its kind, where religion is not clie main exerciib 
•^ ^nd delight.'* 

Hutch Esow on the PaiSonss p. 298. Ed. 1765. 
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fcnfualift has never felt them ; Equally ab- DISC, 
fbrd would it be to fay, there are no re- 
ligious comforts^ becaufe a man who has 
Etevcr thought much of God or religion, 
has never fouqd their calm and benign in** 
fluence« L^t thofe, who are ftrangers to 
(hem, firft endeavour to do the will of 
God in obeying Him, and praying to 
Him; they may then expedt that the 
refult of repeated efforts fincercly made, 
will be a gradual increafe of mental hap* 
pinefs, that regular and ordinary effect, 
which religion, fpberly cultivated, and con* 
fcientionfly pra£tifed, feldom fai]s to produce. 
It remains that we fhould now take our 
Saviour's words in their ftri£k and literal 
fenfe; ^^ P^ace He gives j not as the world 
♦* gives, gives He unto us»" The world, 
with all its wifdom, could never affure the 
mod profound reaibner, that God in his 
juftice would not vifit the fins of this life 
with due punifhment in the next* From 
what paffes in this world, it is more pro- 
bable to conclude, that as repentance caui- 
not reftore innocence, and avert the legal 

confe-« 
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P IS c. Goaregaences<if ttaitfgre£<m here, fo nd* 
ther can it avail to the fame pmpofea 
heieafi». la- this ftate of doubt and fear, 
the Cro^d moft feafonably and acceptaUj 
comes to our* rdief: " C3iri^<fay the facd-» 
^ fice of Himielf once offered, hath made 
V a full, perfed, and fufficknt faciifice, 
^ oblation, and fatis&^on %'' to the juf« 
tke cf God's moral goTcmment, feu: fins 
fo repented of as to be detefted and for* 
fs^cn, and for thofe lighter offences againft 
the ievere rule of rci^tude and perf^pdtion, 
iiiibich,:thpMigh. the infirmities of our fidleA 
aatuxe, we alliinvoluntanly commit. Thus 
it is that Chrift gives peace to tmr finds in 
thcie hours wh^x we are gradt^y retreat* 
ing botxi the world, and expe^ng that 
aw^l and folemn period at which we 
SBuft p2^ hence and appear in the prtc^enc^ 
of a 'God njoft Holy? Towards the final 
clofe of life, , all objefl* of fenfe, ^1 en^ 
g^tg^eoci of bufiae&, all honours, riches, 

• See Bp.BARRiN'cTON's Charge, delirered in 1794. 
p. 17. 19. 
^ l»itiirgjr-^oiiimiinioii.f«nric«. 
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and pleafures, all endearments of friends^ DISC, 
all the bleffings of civil fociety, by degrees 
are regarded with increafing indifference; 
to its own refpiirces the foul then turns for 
comfort, and if at peace with God through 
Qiriftian faith, till the moment of depart-^ 
ure it is fuftained by a hope which affuT* 
edly fliall not be difappointed. 

If it be moft defirablet .as to every 
thinking perfon it certainly muft, that our 
latter end (whether fooner or later) fhoul4 
be made thus tranquil by reliance on God'« 
mercy through Chrift, it is of importance 
that we fhould confider the means by 
which our fouls may ,be brought to the 
well-grounded confidence which wiU give 
(hem fuch compofure. 

For the efFeding of this purpofe, the 
(ludy of the Holy Scriptures is firft to be 
reqonjmended. In thein are contained the 
word of God, which diredts us to good- 
jiefsj the denuRciatigns of Ggd^ which 
deter us from evil j the promifes of Gqd, 
which encourage us to feefe, love, ■ and 
jprajEtiie whatever is virtuous, pure, and 

holy ; 
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DISC, holy ; in them, moreover, is exhibited the 
compaflibn of God, which points out to 
us a Redeemer, in whom, if we fo believe 
as fincerely to obey, we fhall become ob- 
jefts of Divine favour. It is in the nature 
of habit, that impreffions fhould be made 
pn the mind, by every thing with which 
the mind is much converfant. He who 
frequently reads the books of Scripture, 
and duly meditates on the fublimc truths 
which they communicate, will gradually 
fd conrie(fJ; the Gofpel precepts, expe£l:a- 
tions, and hopes, T/?ith all his modes of 
thinking and reafoping on religious fubj.efts, 
that in his ferious hours he will conftantly 
refteft on them, and by repeatedly refled- 
ing, will implant tbetn fo deeply, as that 
no Worldly concerns fhall eradicate them. 

To the reading of Scripture fhould be 
add^d prayer, at the* return of every fuc* 
ceeding day; and more particularly in fhofe 
moments when the (oul is iendangereii by 
ftrorig temptations. Priyer' reminds us of 
the being and attributes of God; prayer 
directs our thoughts to our Great Inter- 

ccflbr, 
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ceflTor. and confirms our faith in Him; Disc, 
prayer gains to our aid that powerful aflift-', 
ance^ with which the Holy Spirit ftrength- 
ens human infirmity* 

The end produced by thefe means fliould 
be a life blamelefs, as the life of man, an 
imperfed and fallen creature, can poflibly 
be* With the Scriptures for our rule, and 
prayer for our help, our thoughts, words, 
and adions iheuM be fo^ ordered, as not 
wilfully and defignedly to violate the law 
by which we are to be guided, nor offend 
that Almighty Being, on whofe approbation 
all the comfort of our exi&etice depends! 

He that can turn to his own confcience, 
and thence be fatisfied that he hath thus 
endeavoured to kt^ow, and obferve the vvill ;^, 
of God as revealed by his Eternal Son; 
:fuc|)i a man, without ptefutaiption, mayhap- 
ply to bimfdf the Gofpelaflurance that he 
hath " peace with God through Chrift";** 
and in this affuraince his fptrit may rejoice 
to pafs from earth to the regions of im* 
mortality. 

♦ Rom. V. 1, , 
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DISCOURSE XL 

On Thanksgiving for the Fruits cit 
the Earth. 



t^SALk tJCV. i2i 

f • . . . . 

Thw emwneji ^ year vfitB tl^ gtodtiej}, 

DISC. 'T^HERE Was a law^ amotig the Jews^ 
^^' which ojdamed that they feould 

<«mually obfervei" the ftaft bi hatveftj'* 
and iti the celebra^a of tMa feafti they 
were to offer unto the LbM ** th6 fiift 
"fruits of the jk-mcipal gftiln, wfiich 
•* they had fown Jn theit fields '.** iTh* 
defign of this ordinance wab to impr^ 
their minds with a due fenfe ofgraticodtt 

■ Ex. xxiii. 16. 

for 
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for* that goodnefs of Providence, Which, Disc, 
with every returning year, gave theth 
^ fruitful feafons,"^ and thus "filled their 
" hearts with food and gladnefs V' • 

Tht; ritual part of this iordiriance, the 
waving of ^ a fheaf before** the altar, the 
fimplkity of Chriftian worflhip . cannot 
adopt ; but it ihould adopt that; part which 
is ipititual } it fliould enforce tbankfgiving 
to Aboftighty God for his unbounded bene- 
fitrenc? in fupplying oiir wairts with a: rich 
abundiaike of herbs, fruits, and corn* At 
thU ' feafon <i)f tfa^e year thfen, kt us medi- 
tftttfon the Divine goodnefs, as it is exhi- 
bited in the fiiftenafloce of man I . ^ 

The regions of the icarth arel immenfely 
'extended, and from the divei^ty of their 
fitUations, are cxjpofed to different degftea 
of Joteat and cold ; yit notwithftanding the 
wfarld is fo wide,. and its climates are fo 
various, there ' is fcarc^ly a ipot inhabited 
by die human race, which does not pro* 
duct fome fort of vegetables, peculiarly 
ac^mmodated to the fopport of thofe who 

f A£l», xiv, J 7. ^ Autumn. 
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DISC, are placed in any particular quaiten T!bd 
^^- Almighty Word, which firft faid, ** Let 
•* the earth bring forth grafs, the herb 
•* yleldiilg feed, and the fruit-tree yields 
*^ ing fruit after his kind %" ftill continues 
to make the earth produi^ve, either by the 
force of natural growth, or by means of 
human induftry* Whether it be from 
fpontaneous fertility, or from the labours 
of man^ that the earth gives prpvifion, ftil) 
the praife beings ultimately to God| fince 
the innumerable kinds of jplants whicE con«» 
tribute to our fupport, were firft furnifhed 
vrith feeda^ and are propagated to us with 
increafe, by the wifdom and providence 
of God, It was Jn wifdom that he firft 
formed them i it is by providence perpetu- 
ally exerted, that He continues to multiplyi 
and make them yield fruit in due feafi^a. 

We who inhabit this quarter of the 
globe, experience the effects which arife 
from viciffitude of atmofpherc, and fenfibly 
feel the influence of climate* Thankful 
fliould we be to God, that notwithftanding 

* Gen* i. v\% 

this 



'tht Fruits of the Earth . ^^73 

this perpetual change in the air which fur- I> I S C* 
i-ounds us, we yet fee " our barns filled, 
*' with plenty '." Hath it pleafed God at 
one feafon fo ** give fnow like wool ? hath 
^^ hfe fcattered the hoar froft like aihes? 
^* hath he caft out his ice like morfels **?** 
Yet, in ali this feverity of winter, the fruits 
of the earth have teen hut^ retarded in 
vegetation, they have not for ever loft their 
vital qualities ; their native properties hav6 
been only hidden, but not deftroyed. Hath 
God at another feafon caufed " the fpread- 
" ings of the clouds^? hath he made dark- 
^* nefs his fecret place, hath h6 made dark 
** waters and clouds of the fky a pavilion 
"round about him*? Yet in his hand were 
** the balancings of the clouds^;" yet by 
his decree was there " a courfe. for the 
** overflowing of waters 'V' ^^ ^^^^^ rain 
** defcended in mercy on our land"j'' not 
to the corruption- but the growth and re- 

* Prov. ill. 10. ^ Pfal. cxlvii. i6. 
^ Job, xxxvi. 29^. ^ * Pfalm xviii. n. 

* Jol?, xxxvii, 1 6* '^^ Job> xxxviiL 25. 
" Job, xxxvii* 43. 
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D I s c. freflimcnt of our fruits. The curfe of 
Wafting, of mildew, of drought hath been 
gracioufly averted from us ; the locuft, the 
canker-wocm^ the caterpillar, thofe aveng- 
ers of Heaven, have been mercifully kept 
from doing us injury ! 

The value of thefe bleffings efcapes our 
notice, from the frequency with which 
they recur. Objeds, which are repeatedly 
familiar to our view, excite lefs admiration : 
gratifications, which are continually ojBTered 
to Our fenfes, fcy degrees lofe their pleafure : 
and even the favours of Heaven, which 
arc enjoyed without interruption, are in 
general received with a hand not uplifted, 
with a heart not attentive in gratitude to the 
All-bounteous Donor. But let us reverfe 
the fcene of a land blefled by God's pro- 
vidence ! let us conceive a country, where 
inclement feafons, where intemperate ele- 
raentsj where the difpleafure of God have 
fbrely vexed the inhabitants! Inftead of 
fertility, there will be found barrennefs; 
inftead of plenty will appear dearth; in- 
ftead of the joys which proceed from fuf- 
l ficiency, 
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ficiency^ t^here will pre\'ail the anxious^ IS C, 
fufpenfe tvhich fcarcity creates. Call to 
your remembrance that part of Holy Script- 
ure wMch fets forth the hiftory of Jofcph. 
What, think y^, muft have been the con- 
dition of Jacob's family when the land of 
Canaan was aiHided with dearth ? The Tons 
of Ifrael afiembled in the Jiabitation of 
their father, to devife meafures for' the 
fupply of provifions : hut ftricken as they 
were with confternation, and oppreffed 
with fadnefs at their deplorable fituation, 
they viewed each other in filence with re- 
ciprocal compaffion, till at length their 
aged father exclaimed, *' Why do ye look 
^* one upbn another"?" In .which fliort 
addrefs the Patriarch feems to fty, " I xead 
** in your countenances the diftrefs of J0ix 
" minds ; I fee you Are opprelled yfith ap- 
" prehenfions left your families fhould 
" perifh with want ; the powers of yoijr 
" underftanding are weakened, tfie facul- 
** ti^ of your fpcech are difabled by th^ 

" Gen.xJii. i. 
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^ XI ^* " horror which has feized you ; I therefo^ 
^ muft difpel this confternation, and fi^- 
•* geft to yoH the only expedient that can 
." preferve us/' The fame family meet 
again a fecodd time ; but with this aggra- 
vation of forrow to the aged Patriarch ; his 
fon Simeon was detained as a prifoner and 
bond-man in Egypt* The famine wats ftill 
fore in the land ; and the quantity of com, 
which had been heretofore purdhafed by 
the fons of Jacob, was now almoft ex- 
haufted. " Go again (fays the father) and 
•* buy us a little food '';" buy us not" that 
meafufe^ which in times of plenty we 
might coftfume without ftint, but that littk 
fupply which nedeffity requires for the bare 
prefervation of our exiftence* A iecond 
purchafe of corn could not be made^ but 
at a price which Jacob valued almoft 
dearly as his own life : Benjamin, his young- 
eft and darling fon, was to be fent to a 
countryj whence the father apprehended 
he never would return. But even thfe 
price the Patriarch was compelled to>pay, fo 

*^ Gen. xliii. t. 

eameft 
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carneft were the folicitations of his other P i s C* 

. Xf. 

fons in their anxiety left themfelves and 

their houfeholds fhould die with hunger. 

Pitiable is the fight of a family, which 
conceives even fears of extreme want j but 
infinitely more pitiable is the lot of thofe, 
by whom all the miferies of aftual famine 
are really felt. There is not a calamity in- 
cident to man more terrible in its confe- 
quences than famine, and therefore is it 
frequently denounced in Scripture as a 
moft fevere threat of punifhment for the 
wickednefs of a people. We need bu* 
KCoUe^ the dreadful accompliflimcnt of 
our Saviour's predidions againft Jerufalem, 
to be convinced of the dire evils produced 
by famine. The Jewifh hiftorian tells us % 
the famine was fo great, that it deftroyed 
all refped to decency, and diflblvcd all the 
ties of natural afFedioiu Wives fnatched 
the meat out of the mouths of their huf- 
Ijandsj children, from their parents; and 
inothers, from their infants. The aged, 

♦ See Kidder, from Jofephat, in Boyle's Le^are^, 
Ypl. i. p. 98. 
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D IS €• wha defended their bread, were beaten j 
the wortien, vlrho had concealed it, were 
torn with violence: neither infa[ncy nor 
age was treated with pity ; but fome were 
put to the rack, and others fufFered exqui- 
fite torments, that difcovery of their food 
might lie forced from them. The dearth 
of all wholefome provifions was at length 
fuch, that the famiflied Jews were driven 
to eat what even the vijeft beafts would have 
refufed : and to complete the fcene of woe*^ 
fill defperation^ a mother fed upon the flefh 
of her own child ! 

A view pf the miferies fuftained by 
others, fets oiir own h^ppinefs in a more 
ftriking light. When we hear that fuch 
are the evils occafioncd by * faifiine, and 
then refledl: on the competency of food 
with which we are ftipplied, bilr hearts are 
lifted up with fervent gratitude to the Al- 
mighty, and with the Pf^lmift we fay, 
" O that men would praife the Lord for his 

• " T»rti KAKOEPFOS," is Homcr's expreffion ; Od. 
xv^ii. 54, *' Malxsvada Fariicd/' VirgiPs; i£n. vi. 

* " gpodnefs, 
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*^ goodnefs, and declare the wonders that ^ ^f ^' 
** .he doeth for the children of men ! for he 
" fatisfieth the empty foul, and filleth the 
** hungry foul with. goodnefs '*.*' 

The Royal Pfalmift, in another paflage, 
has thought it neither unworthy of partis 
cular notice, nor degrading the fligyiity of 
his fubjeft, to mention in e?:prels terms 
the grain of wheat as a moft valuable gift 
of Providence ". And in imitation of 
Pf. IxKxi. the devout author of Pf. cxlvih 
[whether Nehemiah or Haggai] has praifcd 
God for ^* filling the land of Judea with 
^' the fineft of wheat 'V 

-The pec^e.of Jud^a^ like the inhabitants 
of this our country, were much given to 
agriculture ; with Angular propriety there- 
Ibre were they reminded of that, which 
above all things beflr repays the labour of 
the huibandman. 

There is moreover an efpecial mark of 
Providence, which we of this laqd fhould 
pbferve, in the nature and fryttfulnefs of 

•♦ Pfal. evil. 8. «« Pfal. Uxxi. x6. 

♦«^ Pfal. cxlv^jt 14. 

T 4 «^e 
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DISC, the grain, that contributes chiefly to ou* 
fupport. *^ It ie worthy the noting, (f^ys 
^^ an ingenious ^ Naturalift) that wheat, 
^' which is the beft fort of grain, of which 
^ the pureft, moft favory and wholefbme 
*^ bi;£ad is made, is patient of both exr 
^* tremes^ heat and colds growing and 
♦* bringing its feed to maturity, not only 
^* in temperate countries^ but alfo, on the 
*• one hand, in the cdl<J and northern, 
•* oa the other, in the hotteft and moft 
*' fou^bcrly/' *^ Nor is it lefs obfervable, 
^* and not to be commemorated without 
" acknowledgment of the Di^vine benignity 
^* to us, that (as t Pliny rightly notes) no- 
^^ thing is more fruitful than wheat. If 
** Pliny, a Heathen, could make this fer- 
f* tility of wheat argumentative of the 
"f* bounty of Go^ to mat), making fuch 
" plentiful provifion for him of that 
f^ which is of moft pleafant tafte aqd 

* {lay« p. 1 12; apd Der1iam» B. !?• ch. xh 

f Tridco nihil eft fertilius ;. hoc ei naiura tribuit, qoo- 
|!|ain eo maxime alat l^ominem. 

Pl. Nat. Hift. L. xvii|. c. ig. 

** wholefoms 
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^ wholefome nourifliment, furely it ought ® ^ ^* 
*- not to be pafled over by us Chriftians 
^* without notice-taking and thankfgiv-? 
«iing." 

Nor fhould this gift of Providence be 
received with lefs gratitude, becaufe it is to 
be fought with much labour^ and to be 
acquired with unwearied induftry : on the 
^ntrary, we Ihould be the more thankful 
^r every blcffing, in proportion to the 
pains which were neceflary towards the 
attainment of it: for every objedt be- 
comes more valuable to the pofleflbr, 
when labour has been the price of acqui- 
sition; and it gratifies the mind with the . 
moft fatisfaftory pieafufe, to r^fteft that* 
the bleffing of God has profpered our 
labour. Indeed, the goodnefs of God is 
manifefted in this very appointment that 
induftry fhould be a law of our nature, 
jfhould be a condition indifpenfable for the 
fupply of our neceffities ; for, . in confix? 
quence of this difpenfation, the health ";of 
the body is invigorated, the powers of the 

mind 
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D I S cl mind arc called forth into adk)% * various 
art8 arc cultivated, and focial happinefs ex- 
ceedingly improved. 

Wherever the human fpecies is found to 
fubfift entirely by any other means, and in 
no degree by the fruits of the earth, . there 
the date of mankind is comparatively 
wretched f ; for their manners are lavage, 
their minds indolent, their inventions few, 
their intercourfe with each other limited; 
but no fooner is the art of raifing a pro- 
portion of fuftenance from the fruits of 
the earth introduced atid eftabli(hed amoi^ 
a people, than thei; condition becomes 
more happy, becaufe more produdive erf 
thoie enjoyments, which are 4^ fuited to the 
nature of inan« The chief fpring of thofe 

* Ut vaiias nfas meditando extonderet artes 
PtolatMn, et falcb froaiefid ^jaaereret herbam, 
£t fiUdt venk abftra(bm cxoUlenet i^nen. 

ViRG. G.i* 133. 
f See Forder'a Obfervations, made daring a Voyage 
rdottdtbe World, p. 573. Ed. 1778. 

1^ << If there be afty one ftate, better than all otbert^ 
^* for fupplyiDg tbefe wants, this date of all others, maft 
^ needs be moft natural.'* See Harris*/ Dialeikecui^ 
kirwing Hapfime/s, Parti, p. 149. £d. 1765. 

enjoyments 
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enjoyments is the exercife of induftry : 6 1 s 6* 
^od hath appointed that to be the fource, 
tvhence a confiderable (hare of our happi- 
nefs Ihould be derived. And thus k is, 
that every man may be very inftrumerital 
to his 6wn comfort : for tiiough God alone 
is the Author and Giver of all good things, 
yet he difpenfes not his favofurs without 
fome condition to be performed on g$x 
part : he requires the concurrence of man's 
induftry as a reoDmmendition to hi% 
Divine benignity; but when tmn htth 
performed all that his powers wHl eiiable 
him to execute, then Heaven will be gra- 
cious, and by infinite means of IVovidencef 
will fo direft the cpurfe of afl^irs, that 
fijccefs (tall be the rew»d of oUf p^itirful" 
endeavoulrt. It is God^ " that vifiteth th€ 
" earth and blefleth it *'}*' •^•^ that preparieth 
^ their corh,"^ — " that crdwneth the y^ar 
** with his goodnefs ;'' yet he does this not 
for the indolent, but for the induftrious ; for 
" He that tilleth hi? iand, fhall be fetisfied 
** with bread**}" and "the thoughts bf 

■^ Pfal. Ixf. 9, 10. 12. *^ Prov. xli. ii. 

" the 
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p I s C. " the dijigeot tend only to plenteoui** 
^^- '* ncfs '^'' but " the fluggafd, who will 
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not plow by r^afon of the cold, Ihall 
*^ beg in harveft, and have nothing**;" 
^' an Idle foul ihall fuffer hunger";" *^ he 
^'^ that loveth pleafure fjiall be a poor 

man . 

That raan is endowed with difcernment 
capable of diftinguifhing the different fea^ 
fons ^ ; that he can afcertain when it ispro- 
per to begin the different works ncccflary 
towards preparing for his fuftenance ; that 
he bath ingenuity to difcover ^arts by 
which to make ready ;his food, and to 
render it more falubrious than it would be 
i^ tak^n without preparation, ihould alfo 
exdte our gratitude; for in the language 
of Ifaiah, ^' His God doth inftrua bim to 
** difcretion, and doth teach him *^" Had 
man been only led like other living crea-» 

•«» Prov. XXI. 5. *® Prov. xx. 4- 

*• Prov. xix. 15. ** Piov. xxi. 17, 

• — - Tempeftates dubio pnedifcere c«?o 
PoiTumus ; bine meffirque diem, tempos Sc fereodi. 

* ViRO. Georg. L 25a* 
*' Ifauh^ xxviii. 26. 

ture$ 
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tures to the food beft fuited to his nature, DISC. 

XI 

even that had been a proof of Divine Pro- ^ ^^ ^ 

vidence; but when to this in(lin€t are 
^dded faculties, which no brute creature 
pofleflcs, and knowledge of arts, which 
by no brute creatures are attainable, the ' ^ 

paternal goodnefs of God towards his crea- 
ture man, is abundantly heightened, and 
(ignally di/played. It is therefore man's 
duty, to teftify his fenfe of gratitude to his 
gracious Creator, by every poffible aft of 
thankfgiving, piety, and virtue, which can 
become a fervant of God moft truly fen- 
fible of the manifold bleffings conferred 
upon him. 

We, who live in the glorious light of 
Revelation, can never be at a lofs to know 
what ads God, for Chrift's fake, will deem 
acceptable in his fight. 

By Chrift, " let us offer the facrifice of 

*" prafcife to God continually, that is, the 

^ fruit of our lips, giving thanks in bis 

>^ namc*^.'* Not to prai|e God, arid not 

.2 to 
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.9j[ B.C. to give him thanks^ is in effeiQ: eidier to 
,.^^ij#ny or to diflemW^ jthftt God is our Pre- 
server. 

By Chrift^ let us prefeat our bo^s, a 
** living facrifice, hojy, aoceptalile unto 
" tGod, which U pur fc^foivihJp feirvificV 
The thoughts of our fouls, the ftrength rf 
jour bodies, the defires of our hearts^ moft 
,be all confeqrated :to Him, and Mv^Q/^ ip 
obedience to his Supreme Witl : it is our 
fpiritual and rational fervice thus to devote 
to Almighty God thofe powers which from 
him we have received j received ibr nobler 
^purpofes than merely to indulge in fenfual 
pleafures, and to live unmindful of the God 
that made us. 

" To do good and to eopamunicarc, 
** forget not ; for with fuch facrifices God 
" is well pleafed*^" Charity and bene- 
ficence to all perfons in diftrefs, are duties 
particularly inculcated by the G^fpel ; ,and 
a reward is promifed to ?ifta of jkindnefS) 
which, in obedience to God's commands, 

»5 J^om. xii. X. *• Jleb. xiii, i6. 

. arc 
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arc done to die indigent and unfortunate. Disc. 
Thofe^ who in a more efpedal manner 
have caufe to thank God that ** he crown- 
** eth the year with his goodnefs,*' thofe 
to whom their fruits have yielded abund- 
ant increafe, fhould remember the charge 
given by St. Paul, " that they do good, 
** that they be rich in good worJcs, ready 
" to diftribute, willing to communicate, lay*- 
** ing up in ftore for themfelves a good 
** foundation againft the time to come, 
** that they may lay hold of eternal life *^** 
Thus fhould the wealthy fhew their grati- 
tude, and not adopt that thoughtlefs fecu- 
rity of the worldly-minded pcrfon, whom 
.our Saviour reprefents as faying within 
himfelf, ** Soul, thou haft much goods laid 
" up for many years j take thine eafe, eat, 
^* drink, and be merry *'.*' This is the lan- 
guage of prefumptuous lelf-^fufficiency, the 
conduft of inconfiderate folly ; for fhould 
the voice of God fay unto the rich man, 
^* this night thy foul fhall be required of 

*' I Tim. vi. jg, ^ St. Luke, xii. 19. 

" thee^ 



a88 On Thank/giving for 

DISC." thee, then whofe fliall thbfe things be 
^^' « that thou haft provided ^T fliould deat& 
fnatch him fuddenly from the world, then 
will his impiety towards God, and his in* 
humanity towards his fellow-creatures, be 
among the fins which will merit the Divine 
difpleafure *. 

The neceflity of obferving thefe and all 
other Chriftian precepts, arifes not only 
from their own real intrinfic excellence and 
reafonablcnefs, but alfo from the profped 
of a future ftate, which our Saviour has 
defcribed in a parable allufive to our pre- 
fent fubjeft, and which he thus explains: 
*' He that foweth the good feed, is the Son 
" of Man : the field is the world : the good 
*' feed are the children of the kingdom; 
*' but the tares are the children 6f the 
" wicked one : the enemy that fowcd them 
** is the Devil : the harveft is the end of thc{. 
" world : and the reapers are the Angels. 
As therefore the tares are gathered and 

«» St. Luke, xli. 20. 

* Aut qui diviciis foli incubuererepertU 

Ncc partem pbfucrc fuis. Virg^ Mn. vi, 610. 

** burnt 
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^* l>urnt in the fije, fo fliall it be in the end D I s C. 
*' of this world. The S6n of Man (hall, ^^' 
** fend forth his Angels, and they fhall ga- 
*' ther put of his kingdom all things that 
/' offend, and them which do iniquity; 
*' and fliall caft them into a furnace of firc^ 
*' where fliall he wailing and gpafliing of 
** teeth. Then fliall the righteous fliine 
*' forth as the Sun, in the kingdom of their 
« Father 'V That ^Vwith honeft and 
" good hearts, when we have heard the 
" word of God, we may keep it, and bring 
*' forth fruit with patience " j" that with a 
iove of integrity, a reverence for Chrift's 
religion, a refolution to follow it amidft all 
the diflScukksand ail the trials which muft 
attend a ftate of probation ; that our fpi- 
ritual harvefl: of faith and good works may 
render us th6 objects of God's favour, 
fhould be our firft and moft earneft 
prayer: but when we have fought " the 
•' kingdom of God and his righteouf- 
*' nefs ^V' when we have fupplicateft the 

3^ St. Matth. xiii. 37. ^^ St. Luke, viii. 15. 

'* St. Matth. vi. 33. 

U Almighty 
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DISC. Almighty for -Divine grace to affift ourfpi- 
' I ritual wants, we may then innocently and 
properly offer our petitions to the Author 
and Giver of all good things, *' That our 
*' fons may grow up as the young plants, 
« and that our daughters may be as the 
*' polifhed corners of the temple ; that our 
•* garners may be full and plenteous with 
•* all manner of ftore : that our flieep may 
" bring forth thoufands and ten thoufands 
** in our ftreets: that our oxen may be 
" ftrong to labour : . that there be no decay; 
** no leading into captivity, and no com- 
** plaining in our ftreets. Happy are the 
" people that are in fuch a cafe: ^^ 
•* bleffed are the people who have the 
" Lord for their God"." 

" Pf4l.CXliv. 12. 
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DISCOURSE XII. 

God the original Author of all BleiEngs 
enjoyed by Man. 



2 Cor. X. 17^ 
He that glorietb^ let him glory in the Lord ! 

T3 Y continual intercourfe with objects of D I s c. 

fenfe, and familiar habit of receiving 
the manifold bleflings of life through the 
intervention of fecond caufes, we fre-' 
quently negled to carry back our thoughts 
to that original Author of all exiftence, by 
whofe law the works of creation were or- 
dained and conftituted ; and we afcribe to 
powers, which are but God*s inftruments, 
U 2 that 
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DISC, that tribute of praife which in greater part 
Ihould be afligned to God himfelf! The 
ccconomy of Divine Providence, by the 
agency of fecond caufes, is indeed wonder- 
ful, and abundantly difplays the wifdom 
and goodnefs of that Almighty Being, by 
\vhofe appointftient it was eftabHfRed: it is 
however requifite, that we fliould not ac- 
quiefce in barely extolling the means by 
which bleflings are imparted to mankind; 
it is the part of humility, and the bufinefs 
of piety, to look with gratitude towards 
the Author of thofe means, and to refer 
all bodily, local, temporal, mental, and 
fpiritual advantages ultimately to God, as 
the primary and principal fource from 
Vhelice they all flow. 

In contemplatiihg man, vit are iiaturally 
Idd to confider him in tfhe 'firft iptace as a 
creature endowed with firigular properties 
in the conftitutioili of his frame. Inev^ry 
part ^ of him appears vifibly the hand rf 
a Creator, who, with exquiifite arrknge- 

♦ See Xcnophoft's Memorabilia^ lib, i. c. 4. 

mcnt, 
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ment, has admirably difpofed the feveral DISC, 
members of the body in a manner beft 
calculated to ferve each its refpedlive ends. 
By due exertion, every organ and every 
limb of the body acquires infenfibly addi- 
tional perfedion; infomuch that in men 
habituated, either through neqeflity or 
choice, rather to adive than fedentary em- 
ployments, are ittn inftances of agility and 
ilrength, which are almoft incredible. Yet 
in the pofleflion of thefe properties what has 
man to boaft ? Only that in this, as in other 
circumftances, he is * gifted by God with 
powers defignet^ firft for felf-prefervation^ 
and then for the benefit of his fpecies. 
Commend him ever fo much for the labo- 
rious pradice by which he has attained 
•uncommon ufe of his bodily faculties; ad- 
mire him, as you pleafe, for the firmnefs 
.of his contexture, or the proportions of his 
llature ; yet, after all, whence does he re- 
ceive it, that he is made capable of extraor- 
dinary efforts, and that he appears fuperior 

Ho^i, U.u tyS. 

V 3 ia 
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^hh ^- i^ external form ? The cheek of the lain 
p guid^ the couch of the infirm, the bed of 
the fick, will often remind us of a duty, 
which in the vigour of health we arc apt 
to forget : if reafon and religion are not 
heard, the harbingers of death at leaft will 
admonifh us that, as firft of all from God 
we derived ability to attain any corporeal 
advantages, fo confequcntly on God wc 
xnuft depend for the longer or fhorter con- 
tinuance of them. Without his will, we 
could not have begun ; without his will, 
yip cannot preferve our exiftence; where 
then is there room for boafting in outward 
excellences? That they are ornamental, 
that they are beneficial to the pofleffor of 
them, is unqueftionable ; but equally un- 
queftionable it is, that the pofleffor of 
them is indebted for them originally to his 
Maker : if therefore in health and ftrength 
he be difpofed to glory, let him glory alfo 
in the Lord as in the Giver of them. 

The regions of the world are widely 
^extended and infinitely diverfified. la dif- 
ferent climates are found yarieties, no^ 

only 
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only in produftions of inanimate nature, Disc, 
but in the human fpecies/ * Countries 
there are, where men appear in a condition 
worfe than that of brute beafts. Without gar- 
ments to cover, or huts to fheltcr them, they 
endure the feverities of inclement feafons ; 
and totally ignorant of all arts, they fubfift 
on food precarious and fcanty. 

Removed but a fmalj diftance from the 
barbarifm of thefe, are others who are clad 
in the fkins f of fea-mopfters, who fup- 
port life by the moft naufeous aliment, Vfho 
fttivcr, under hovels rudely conftruded, and 
who themfelves feem fo confcious of their 
own mifery, that they occupy their thoughts 
with little elfe than reflexion on their want 
and wretchednefs. 

Rifing ^bove them, in other parts of 
the globe,' are men, who do indeed ex- 
hibit proofs of ingenuity in the cultivation 
of ufeful arts, and who enjoy many com- 
forts of focial intercourfe j yet ftill retain^ 

* The inhabitants of New South Wales, 
f See Former's Obfervations made during a Voyag^e 
royn4 tb^ World, Sc^. iv. 

y 4 »ng 
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^YU ^* ^^S *^^ favage ferocity of unfubdued paft 
(ion, they fatiate their revenge by cxer^ 
cifing the moft horrid cruelties on the 
vidtims of rtheir fury, and complete the 
fcene of inhuman triumph by feafts of the 
fouleft and moft abominable nature* 

But leaving regions ftill barbarous, let us 
come to nations that profefs themfelves 
civilited. Of them, are many within our 
knowledge that experience not the inefth 
mable bleffings we enjoy ; they have nei- 
ther the fame freedom, nor the fame fecu* 
rity, nor the fame reciprocal helps, nor the 
fame general fenfe of reditude, nor the 
fame lights of reafon, nor the fame truths 
of religion, imparted to them, which are 
diffufed univerfally through the land we 
inhabit. In the comparifon of our own 
ivith innumerable other nations, we furely 
have inducements irrefiftibly ftrong for 
loving with deep attachment, and for ex- 
tolling with honeft pride, the country in 
which we' are born, proteded, and che- 
rifhed, 

m 
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But let us afk, by whofe appointment D I s C^ 
has it fo befallen us, that this fhould be 
the place of our nativity ? The choice of 
fituation, in which we would a<a: our part 
on the globe, was clearly not given to us, 
nor were the fathers that begat us enabled 
to fix on the fpot where they would be 
born. God alone could ordain for our 
anceftors, could ordain for us, that in this 
particular quarter of the world we fhould 
appear to fulfil the feveral purpofes for 
which we are created. To God therefore 
fhould our thanks be given, that our exift-p 
ence had its origin amidfl riumberlefs local 
advantages ; and when our hearts fwell with 
a natural, and furely pardonable, exulta- 
tion in the name of our country, let them 
alfo be warmefl with gratitude towards the 
Lord, by whofe deftination we belong to 
this country. 

For the due prefervation of that order^ 
without which the chief ends of human 
fociety could not be anfwered ; (fmce with- 
out order, neither property nor perfoa 
could be fecure, as neither political, nor 

liioral, 
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DISC, moral, nor religious advantages could be 
• derived from the lawlefs aflemblagc of 
ungoverned multitudes;) for the due pre- 
fervation of that order, it is the Divine 
jippointment, evidently manifefted in the 
conftitution and hiftory of man through all 
ages, that in every kingdom, not abfo-' 
lutely barbarian, there (hould be * inequality 
of condition. That there Ihould be high 
and low, rich and poor, in the fame fo- 
ciety, is a decree of the Almighty fixed 
gnd uniform, as that there fhould be young 
and old j difparity of circumftances is efta- 
blifhed by God's will on grounds as im- 
jnoveable, and on reafons as wife, as 
difparity of age. To repine under an 
arrangement which never can be altered 
fo long as there fub lifts the^ fame relation 
between caufes and effefts which is now 
ordained, to murmur that we cannpt all 
have the fame opulence, or power, or 
dignity, were a folly as culpable, and a 
diiTatisfadion as unreafonable, as it would 
)^e to complain that the heavens did not al? 

f Sc? Ariflot. Hegi na;^iT. 7. 8, 

ways 
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ways flied upon us the genial influence of D I s C. 
warm funs and ferene fkies. Our wifdom . ^]i 
and duty is to acquiefce in the general law 
pf diftina: ranks, in which man is formed to 
experience the greateft degree of happinefs. 

But fubmiflion of this kind to an uni-. 
verfal appointment, by no means precludes 
the fair, juft, and honeft endeavours of 
individuals, > to amend the condition, and 
%\k from the rank in which they are born. 
Induftry in our calling, whatever it may 
be, is another law of our nature forcibly 
binding as refignation. Both are to be 
taken together; the talents which are given 
ps muft bq diligently .exerted; but the 
efFefl: of fuch exertidh muft be left to the 
difpofal of that over-ruling power which 
nothing human can poflibly control. If 
in the courfc of our Jabours we meet with 
profperity, we have abundant caufe to be 
thankful; thankful to friends, who have 
given us fupport, but more thankful to 
God, by whom thofe friends were raifed 
Vp for us. Yet the language of the world 
|s after another mode. We are loud in 

commend* 
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p I s c. commending our own application ; we 
eilimate our ferVices at a high value ; we 
talk of oiu: forefight, our conjectures, our 
calculations ; we exult in what we term a 
lucky chance, a fortunate accident. 

Humility and piety forbid felf-arrogance, 
and direft the thinking mind to fomething 
higher than an iffue merrfy fortuitous. They 
impel us indeed to omit no fingle circum- 
ftance, by which the duty of our ftation 
may be zealoufly and confcientioufly dif- 
charged j but then, in every happy event, 
they prompt us to recolle£l:, that from God 
came the powers which h^ve enabled us to 
conceive prudent meafures, from God came 
the fuccds in which our enterprifes have 
terminated ; when therefore we would 
glory in our temporal concerns, we fhould 
glory in- the Lord by whofe Providence 
both the means and the end have been dif-r 
penfed to us ! 

That which entitles man to diftinguiflied 
fuperiority over the brute creation, is the 
faculty of reafon. In the ufe of powef$ 
merely animal, man is confe0edly inferior 

to 
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to many beafts of the field. But God^ in D ^ s C- 
having given him a mind capable of rea- < 
fon, has imparted that which is the founda-* 
tion of man's doitiinion over creatures irra- 
tional, that which is the fpring of all his 
neceflary, ufeful^ and ornamental arts, that 
vrhich improves, adorns, and exalts his 
nature, above ev*ry fpecies inhabiting thb 
globe *, that which difcovers to him die 
exiftence of an Almighty Being, who alone 
formed the univerfe, that which joints out 
to him the duties of gratitude and obedi- 
ence towards the Father of all men, and 
Maker of all things ! 

The degrees in which the faculty Of rea* 
Jfon Ihews itfelf either more ftrongly or 
faintly, depend on an infinite variety of 
caufes not at our own command. Differ- 
ence in the proportion of thofe abilitifis 
which we call natural, and are altogetb^ 
the immediate gifts of God, difference in 
education, difference in pradice, difference 
jn country, difference in climate ; all thefe 

* See Xcnophon's Memorabilia, lib. i. c. 4. § 13. 

circum- 
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^ xif ^' circumftances influence the mind with vi* 
rieties of force, and produce varieties of 
cfieft in the actual exertion and general 
application of the reafoning faculty. But 
thefe differences can no more be avoided 
by roan, than difference of foil, pofition, 
and produce, can be avoided by the earth. 
The mind of every man, indeed, commonly 
fpeaking, has by nature * a capacity for 
improving its reafoning faculty ; but whe- 
ther that capacity (hall receive proper aids, 
or to what extent it fhall be carried if duly 
aflifted, no one in the firft inftance can for 
himfelf choofe. In the lowefl ftate of de- 
graded nature, man fcarcely appears to have 
begun exerting his capacity ; in a condition 
raifed but little above the' loweft, he is ftiH 
found indolent, ftupid, and infenfible ; ifl 
fituations fomewhat fuperior to thefe, his 
capacity extends to no wider limits than to 
the art of providing fubfiflence, and of de- 

* Sec Rcid on the Aaive Powers of Man, Effiy >• 
€• 7. towardi the end j p. 55 of the Q^Ed. in 1788. 

fending 
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fending himfelf againft dangers. In coun- ^hh ^* 
tries civilifed, the means of inftrudion^ the 
opportunities of mental exercife, leifure fot 
invention, obfervation, and refledion, nei^ 
ther are nor can be given to all alike. And 
even if thefe advantages could be diftributed 
in equal proportions, yet ardour of genius, 
ftrength of imagination, quicknefs of appre- 
henfion, and depth of penetration, could hj 
no art of man be alike communicated. God 
is the firft Creator of our mind, and on his 
will depends the difpofal of us to fituationfe 
where the capacity of the mind fhall attain 
greater or lefs perfedion in its faculty of 
reafon. Does any poflefs extraordinary 
abilities? He is gifted by God. Is any 
educated in ufeful learning ? It is God who 
provides for him either parents or bene- 
fadors, by whofe beneficence he is'fo in- 
ftruded. Is any furniflied with means cf 
cultivating his mental powers more advan- 
tageoufly than others ? The train of events 
which may have led to fuqh opportunities, 
was direded by the counfel and permiflion 
oi God^ Are the country snd climate 

where 
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J> 1 S C. where any is born, better* fuited than others 
for exertions of the mind ? It was God's 
-appointment that in a region thus favour- 
5fble be fliould haj^ily exift. The previous 
circiimftances which chiefly conduce to dif- 
ference in the faculty of rcafon,being thus un- 
der God*s direction, and gracious difpenla- 
tions of his Providence, to hisgoodnefs fhould 
<he firft praife be afcribed, by thofe who have 
httn enabled toiroprove their caind j at\d in- 
ftead of that vanity which tooufually tarnifhes 
tfee beauty of fuip)erior attainments, fladiild be 
adopted a humble fenfe <^f gratitude to the 
!Qod who " givfiithiiQiianunderfta^ding;'* and 
«i adcoowledgcnent that in the Divine blef- 
4n@ is[the priginal c$.ufe, froin which, to one 
wan tather Ihanandtber^are impactedgreater 
opeafures of mental endowment. 

That mrfn fhould be religious, proceeds 
as much from the conftitution^ of his na- 
ture, as that he fhpuld be fodal or imi- 
tative. Obfervation :on rhanda:prefent and 
j>aft figes ^oves that hei, ^a«d he alone of 

• Sec Ariftot. Tle^* HoXiT. 7. 7. Abbe du Bos. Part 5, 
c. 16, 17. . * 

8 the 
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the.Beiiigs ih fhi8^*t^rld, is fbraibd to prac*» Disc 
tife religiou? duties. For however ignorartt 
of religious i^rineiplfes ihe moft barBatdwi 
faVagcs m^y be, arid however indifferent to 
teHgiblis fervicd the prelamptiidus and con*- 
teited, the earelefs and diffipated in civilifed 
ftations ihay appear, yet thefe conftitutt 
but a comjiarktively fnlali part of man-^ 
kind^ and it would be equally falfe to con* 
elude, either from the ignorance of the one^ 
ot the indifference of the other^ igainft the 
genefdl teridency of mankind to religion^ 
as it wotild be to cbnclude • that j beciufe 
favage^s ate wild, therefore men are' hot 
born for fbcieiy; and becauft thoughtlefs 
jperfons never refledl, tfaereforfe iiieii ait no! 
born to follow rcafon, Ar'giiing froihnf 
experience founded on iz€t% Wd are con- 
vinced, beyond poflibiliiy of dbubt, thit 
, God intended man to be a religious crea^ 
lure. Much of mari*s happiiiefs depend^ 
on his cultivation of re%io(ii prib:ciplesi 
and , oBfervance of religious duties j aiid 
this happinefs will be greatfef or lefe, iii 
proportion as the fyftem of rdrgion, which 
X we 
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1& T 8 c. we may have cmbtaced^ is more or lefi 
I pure. With refpe£i: to ourfdves, we have 
a fyftem calculated in every part of it to 
promote private and focial happinefs, by 
enforcing all that we can think or call 
virtue* Chriftianity fets forth to us, that 
there is an Almighty God, who will re- 
compenfe every one in a future ftatc, 
according to the goodn^fs he has exercifed 
in this life : that there is an Eternal Son, 
who intercedes for the return of God's 
favour to fuch as are fincerely penitent for 
f ranrgreffiqns V that there is a fan^ifying 
Spirit, who, by his influence Qn the foul, 
aflifts every one that devoutly and earneiUy 
prays for help. We are encouraged in the 
firft inftance never to fwerve . from our 
duty, by confideration that the recompenfe 
will be proportioned to our. degrees of per- 
fedion : we are then prevented from aban- 
doning ourfelves. to defpair. after the com- 
miflion of fin, by promife of pardon, upon 
unfeigned repentance and a<^ual felinquifh- 
, ing of wicked pradices : and we are lafllj 
afTured, that Divine aid will ftrengthen our 

natural 
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natural weaknefs in the hour of temptation Disc, 
to do wrong, if we will but lift up ouri 
fouls in earneft fupplication to Heaven ! 
Nothing is here omitted, that can be done 
for the inducement of rational agents to live 
in the habits of virtue and piety. The re* 
wards are diftant, that man may zQl with a 
more free choice in determining on the line 
of conduft he will purfue. Pardon is given 
to repentance, that man may ncrt, after he 
has done wrong, think it then unavailable 
to amend his life. Afliftance fpiritual is 
imparted to the fuppliant, that his endea- 
vours to be virtuous may be carried into 
^Sed* In effence ib .pure, in rites fo plain, 
Ghriftianity befpeaks its Divine origin, and 
exceeds every fyftem of religion that has 
hitherto appeared in the known world. 

Und^r this fyftem we ^e living j but by 
whofe appointment? How comes it that 
we, like our Pagan anceftors, are not ti^^ 
crificiDg unto idols? Whence is it, that 
our children, like thofc of the Ammonites, 
do not pafs through the fire to Moloch ?- 
From what caufe does it ultimately pro- 
X 2 eeed. 
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D I s C. ceed, that throtigh a fuoceffioa of ages the 
^^^•^ light of the Gofpel hath fhincd upon thU 
nation, hath difpelled the darknefs of gtofs 
fuperftition, hath baniflied all riteft of bor- 
rid cruelty, hath eftablifhed a mode of 
worfhip more fpiritual than ceremonial? 
The difpenfation of Providence, which or- 
dained that Chriftiahity (hould be preached 
here, neither we nor our anceftors dcvifed; 
from the counfel, the mercy, and bleffing 
of the Almighty it Originated, that wc 
Ihoiild be caljed to a' knowledge of the 
true God, and of his Chrift, whom he 
fcnt to reform and redeem us# When 
therefore we recoiled, is we often ihould 
recoiled, the excellence of our religion, fo 
infihitely fuperior to all others; when we 
glory, as. with reafon we may do, in being 
a people to whom are communicated Di- 
vine truths^ which firofh many regiona <^ 
-the globe are yet conceale^d;^ we ihoidd' 
glory in the Lord, through whx^ pcculiaf 
favour the Gofpel was hifiparted to our 
forefathers, and by them has been deHvercd 
down to us4 And thus mircfa for adran- 

tagci 
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tages of a fpiritual nature in a general Disc* 
view* 

How ifar individually through his Chrift* 
ian courfe each man receives the aid of 
Divine grace, every one, by comparing his 
own thou^ts and adions with the precepts 
of the Gofpel, muft judge for himfelf, 
That God gives ability, and that man has^ 
a great work to perform, are truths equally^ 
certain: but to what extent the Divine 
grace operates, and in what degree the en- 
deavours of man muft be exerted, no one 
pan determine for another, and perhaps 
few for themfelves. From analogy of what 
Is manifeft in the natural ^yorld, where on 
different perfons different bodily advan- 
tages aire evidently beftowedj and from 
the language pf Scripture alfo, which 
plainly intimates that the Holy Spirit wil] 
add grace to fome difpofitions, bijt will 
forfake others ; we may infer that there 
exifts a difference in fpiritual, nq lefs than 
in corporeal endowments. Has any man 
^ clearer conception of Gofpel evidences, 
' X 3 a ftro^e? 
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D I s C. a firmer faith in the Gofpel promifes, a 
confcience more alive to the calls of relw 
gion, a more earaeft folicitude to obey 
God, aad a manner of thinking and adHng 
more conformable with the didates of tem- 
perance, juftic^, and piety; has any man 
thefe qualities in a meafure beyond others? 
then he may be aOured that the Divine 
ailiftance has been communicated to him, 
Whether by the agency of fecond caufes, or 
whether by direa influence on the foul, 
fuch afliftance is communicated, flill it is 
from the Lord that he derives fuch blefling, 
and his glory fhould be not in his own 
merits, but in that help which cometh firom 
the Lord. 

And now, upon a review ^i what has 
been faid, it appears, that as man is to 
himfelf the original caufe neither of the 
ftrength or health which he enjoys, nor of 
his being born in any particular place or 
country, nor of the circumftances which 
have concurred with his own labours to 
promote fuccefs, nor of the powers with 

which 
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which his mind is endowed, nor of his l> i s c. 

• • • * XII 

being enlightened by Chriftianity, nor of » _ 1 ^ 
his ability to live conformably with the 
Gofpel ; it follows, that in every ftage of 
his life he is dependent on the Supreme 
Difpofer, Diredor, and Controller of all 
things. 

The duties arifiiig from this ftatc of 
dependence are, gratitude towards the 
Giver of the bleffings which at prefent 
we enjoy, and prayer for fuch a continu- 
ance of Divine favour, as may feem to 
God's unerring wifdom bpft calculjitcd fop 
our general happinefs. 

It is farther evident, that the method 
of God's Providence towards man is, com- 
monly fpeaking, to impart capacity for 
improving his condition. Thus in the 
faculties of his body and mind, and in 
advantages temporal' and fpiritual, man, 
among a civilifed people, by due exertion 
of the capacity allotted him, and proper 
employment of the means offered him, is 
enabled by God to raife his nature from a 
X 4 ^ fallen 
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' ^Jj^C*faUen and degraded to a xeiaovated and 

comparatively dignifie4 ftate. 

The duties arifing from this difpcaiation 
are, than^giving to God fxropordoxi^Ie 
to the abilities and opportunities with 
which each peribn is ^niflied, and 4li- 
ligence in making the utmoft improve- 
ment poflible of the feveral talents with 
which he is entrufled. God is a moral 
Governor, and will do right: " Unto 
H whomfoever much is given^ of biqa ihaH 
*^ much be required *•'' 

Laftly, it is evident, that as man is 
formed for the exercife pf reafon, the 
invention of arts, the comforts of fociety, 
the obfervance of moral duties, the know- 
ledge, pradice, and rewards of religious 
fervice, he has abundant reafba on thele 
accounts to glory in his prercmincnce 
^bove the brute creatioq, confcious to 
himfelf that his fpecies is peculiarly fa- 
yoiLired by the goodnefs of his Creatpr: 

^ S(. Lok^i xli. 48. 

yet 
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yet 4t the fame time he has greater D is c. 
reafon for referring the uhimate glory to * ' 
the Lord, fmceby Him, and through Him, 
are either pven or denied, either continued 
or withdrawn, all the faculties which are 
the ornaments of pur nature* 
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AUTHORITIES, &c- 

' [DiscoiiiisE L p< 13^ Hepice in all ages^ &C.3 

T N the hiftory of man, there is no fa(^ more 
^traordinary, than that ^xpeftations of 
Future Exiftericc fliould have prevaflcd fo uni- 
verfally throughout the world. This fad how- 
ever is confirmed by Writers of high antiquity; 
and* Navigators of cxtcniive enquiry, as the 
following extrads from various authors will 
abundantly prove. 

In the * Ph«do of Platoj Socrates is intro* 
duccd addrefling himfelf to Simmiad and Gebes 
in ti^fe words : £i fitv fiii tafiyiv fi^tiv ir^tdr^ 

iTThtci )tat ^6L^ AvB^amsg TilreXtvtipcoi'cci 

^ Tlw retfoniiigs of Phto and Gicei^^ mi the ImmoN 
tality c^ the Soiil^ are briefly flated by Dr. Stnrgts, in the 
Third Apptndix Cjd hit Diicovries. 



^ii APPENDIX. 

Tfli ^ctvctxtf^ vvv Si^ iv i^t on, irag av^^ ri 

av ^ayu Si'ia'xv^iO'otififif" on fizvrot irot^ot ^exg 
Aa-Trorag irmb uyu9^i ^aVj iV t^B on, BiTfe^ 
Tt etXXo Tuv roMTtav, ^;i*(r%ugij'«/ffcijv av xcu 
TKTo* . «r« ^^ Totvr» . ouJc ' ^fi^^^ uyuvoacruy 
€eXX' fi/eXTTiC tifit Btvcti n roig rsTiXBUTTiKOCi' 
%a4^ ucrTTif yB xm TFotXui XtyBTOij TtoXa 
afiBivov 70ig ayuBotg hi Totg xeacotg. 

'* Ifi indeed, I were not expefting to go, firft 
*^ to other gods both wife and good, and then 
*^ to men, who have died, and arc better than 
** thofc in this ftate, I had afted wtong in. not 
** being concerned at the approach of death; 
*' but now, be aflured, 1 hope to arrive amongft 
*^ good men; though this I would not pofi- 
*? tiveljr affirm ; but that I Ihall go to gods, 
** who are rulers altogether good, this "be 
«^ aflbred I would affirm, if I could affirm any 
*^ thing of this nature^ On.thcfe accounti 
*^ therefore, I am not fo concerned as otherwifc 
' *^ I fliould have been, but have earneft hope 
*^ that there . remains fomething for thofc who 
«« hare died, and, as was long ago iaid, fomc- 
«* thing much better for the good than for die 
«^ wicked." ' 

Plato's Phacdo. Forftcr's Ed. p. 170/ 

la 
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In his kfi: moments Cyhis is made Co Tpeak 
thus to his fons : Ou ya^ Sufw two ye cotpug, 
^okbTtb Bi^ivon^ tog }shv tcrofiou syco STi tTrit^oiv 
T» uvB^co'mvii (3m T£XevTifi(rca* isSe yoc^ vvv toi tvj^. 
y tfitiv 'l^vx^v eu^UT6j aXX\ olg SiSfr^uTTBTO^, 
mToig ctVTfiv, iSg vcruv x«r£^6i^aTH.— -Out^i. 
€ycayB,»^ci^ TTocmg^ aSt tujo 'TTcaTfon iinicBijVf 
iSg ^ 4^%iyi Bcag fitv oaf bv Bviit^ ceaf^uTi 7^ ^ 
OTuv is THTit ecTTuXXosyiOi reBv^K^4 ' 

'•^.Think not you know affuredly, that when' 
^\I fhall have finifticd my^life among men, I 
" Ihall thence be annihilated. In what is now 
'^ paft you faw not my foul, but by the a^ftions 
" which it performed, you difcovered its exift^ 
^' ence. — By no means, my fons, was I ever 
** perfuaded, that the foul lives only whilft it 
*^ remains in at mortal bodyi but is dead Whfcn 
" it hath departed thence.*" 

Xenophon's Cyropcfedia, B. viii. 

In the paffages juft cited, the opinions of 
Plafto and Xenophon are clearly delivered. 

TI^caToi Si )tui TOvSe rov Xoyov AiyuTFTioi Bicnv* 
Oi eiTTOVTigj dog avB^caTTv: ^v^nj ocBavurog Bfr 

TiS (TUftOCTOg Sb KCLTCC^^lVOVTOg^^ Bg ukXo ^ttiOP^ 
UiBl y^VOfJ^BVCV BG-hlTCCt* iTTBCCV Si TFt^liXB^ ^ffaiH^ 
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ru xi^Ckix %6u rei dkXwrtnk %m rot ^trMcSf 

*^ The Egyptians arc the firft who have 
, *^ aflcrtcd that the foul of man is immortal: 
'* when the body is dead, the foid enters ihtor 
^ fome other firing creature, as it is born in 
*^ that fucccffion which is continuallynjoming 
*' into cxiftcncci but ^;^h^h it has gone tiirough 
" creatures of hnd and fea, and through birdsj 
** it enters into the body of man when bom/* 

HiRODOTus, L* ii. S. xaj* 

liw9ayo^o6C XafjLto^ jceci rmg m^oi ro^y 

ayd^oiit(io¥ VTTU^xi^iv uBocvung. 

«' Pyth^tgoras the Samlan, and fomc others 
" of the ancient naturalifts, have declared liie 
« fovls of itien to be immortal/' 

DiODORus SicuLtJS, L* xviii. S. i* 

The praflice of the New AcddefHy was to dif- 
pute on both fides of a queftion. This mode 
of arguing fomerimes makes it diffifcult to afccN 
tain precifely the real opinions of Cicero on on- 
fiortant fubjefts. The refult therefore of Mid- 
^leton's enqmry into his fentimcnts concerning 
6 the 
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the foul's immortality, fhall be here given in that 
Writer's own words : 

" He held likewife the immortality of the 
^^ foul, and its feparate cxiftence after death in 
f^ a ftate of happinefs or mifery. This he in- 
" ferrcd from that ardent thirft of immortality, 
*^ which was always the moft conlpicuous in the - 
*' beft and moft exalted minds; from which 
«^ the trueft fpecimcn of their nature muft needs 
«' be drawn : from its unmixed and indivifiblc 
" eflence, which had nothing fcparable or" 
*^ pcrifliable in it : from its wonderful powers 
" and faculties ; its principle of felf-motion, its 
*' memory, invention, wit, comprehenfiont 
<^ which were all incompatible with fluggifh 
« matter/' 

" As to a fiiture ftate of rewards and punifh- 
^' ments, he confidered it as a confequence of 
" the foul's immortality; deducible from the 
'* attributes of God, and the condition of man's 
" life on earth ; and thought it fo highly pro- 
«« bable, that we could hardly doubt of it, he 
" fays, unlefs it ihould happen to our minds, 
«' when they look into themfelves, as it does to 
** our eyes, when they look too intenfely at the 
" fiin, that finding their fight dazzled, they give 
*^ over looking at all." 

Middleton's Life of Cicero, Seft. xii. 
vol. iii. p. 341 — 343. 

Y . Of 
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Of the Druids, Caefar relates, 

" In primis hoc volunt perfuadere, non i»- 
** tcrire animas, fed ab aliis poft mortem tran- 
" fire ad alios ; atque hoc maximc ad virtutem 
^' excitari putant, metu mortis negledto.'* 

CiEs. Com. de Bcllo Gallico, L. vi. i j. 

Hence Lucan, 
' Et vos barbaricos ritus, morcmque finiftrum 
Sacrorum, Druidas, pofitis repetiftis ab armis. 
Solis noffe deos et coeli numina vobis 
Aut folis nefcire datum : nemora alta remotis 
Jncolitis lucis. Vobis auftoribus, umbrse 
. Non tacitas Ercbi fedes, Ditifque profundi 
Pallida regna petunt : regit idem fpiritus artus 
Orbe alios : longae (canitis fi cognita) vitae 
Mors media eft. Certe populi, quos delpicit 

Arftos 
Felices errore fiio, quos ille timorum 
Maximus, haud urget leti metus : inde ruendi 
In ferrum mens prona viris, anim^que capaccs 
Mortis, et ignavum redituras parcere vitae. 

LucAN. Pharfal. L. L 

Speaking of the Northern People, who 
under the'feveral names of Goths, Vandals, 
Alans, Lombards, Huns, Bulgars, Francs, 
Saxons, and many others, broke in at different 
times and places upon the feveral provinces 

of 
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of the Roman empire, Sir W. Temple fays of 
their religious principles, 

" Whether (they) were deduced from that 
" of Zamolxis among the Getes, ftiled of 
*^ old. Immortals, or introduced by Odin 
*' among the Wcftcrn Goths, it is certain that 
*^ an opinion was fixed and general among 
** them, that death was but the entrance into 
'^ another life ; that all men who lived lazy and 
'^ unadive lives, and died natural deaths, by 
'* ficknefs or by age, went into vaft caves under 
^* ground, all dark and miry, full of noifom crea- 
^^ tures ufual in fuch places, and there for ever 
'* grovelled in endlefs flench and mifery. On the 
" contrary, all who gave themfelves to warlike 
'^ aftions and cnterprifes, to the conqueft of 
" their neighbours and flaughter of enemies, 
*' and died in battle, or of violent deaths upon 
'' bold adventures or refolutions, they went 
'^ immediately to the vaft hall or palace of 
«^ Oiiin, their god of war, who eternally kept 
*' open houfe for all fuch guefts, where they 
" were entertained at infinite tables, in perpe- 
" tual feafts and mirth, caroufing every man in 
'^ CcuUs of their enemies they had flain, ac- 
*^ cording to which numbers, every one in thefe 
" manfions'of pleafure was the moft honoured 
" and the beft entertained." 

Effay 3d of Heroic Virtue. 

Y 2 According 
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According to Hyde's account of the ancient 
Perfians, 

*^ Aliqui CTcdebant beatorum fcdem fore in cor- 
•* pore Solis, ut Manichaei et alii haeretici. Ortho-- 
** doxi, poft animas afcenfum ad Deum (ut apud 
" fepidchretacernitur) et requiemapud eum ulque 
" ad refurreftionem, credunt habitationem cor- 
*' poralcm, reunitis animaBm, rurfus tandem fore 
" in hoc mundo renovato et refidlo: terram enim 
" dc novo refingendam, et talem ejufdem ftatum 
" fore in ultimo judicio, ip(i Indo-Perfas produnt. 
«'- — -Quod haec fit revera eorum traditio, conftat 
"ex libro Sad-der^ ubi inter Zoroaftris pra^- 
** cepta et canones, traditur talem fore Paradi- 
" fum terreftrem amcenitate, ad inftar borti 
«^ gloriojiffimii ad quem etiam per pontem tran- 
* " feundum ad ftatum renovatun:L Di6tus itaque 
^* pons judkialis a Camufi autore defcribitur, 
*^ pons exienjus fuper dorjum gehenna. Et qui- 
«* cunque per hunc pontem, a nemine angclo- 
«' rum prarpeditus, pertranfit, ad Paradifum 
" pcrtingit : alias a pontc delapfus^ in Tartar a 
" cadit, et in ea praecipitatur. In ifto pontc 
" conftituti funt ' duo angeli examinatores : 
*^ quorum ille bilancem fecum in manu habct> 
" ut poflit examinare hominum bona opera feu 
" merita; ut fi nimis levia fint, a pontc dcjcdi! 
'' immergantur in gehcnnam; fi vero gpaviora 

« et 
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^ ct ponderofa, turn per praediftum pontcm 
*« tranfeant in Paradifum amcEniflimum, &c. 

« &c." 

Hyde's Vcterum Perfarum, &c, 
Religionis Hiftoria, C. 23* 

The fentiments of many modern Ferfians and 
Hindus^ we learn fron Sir William Jones's fixth 
Difcourfe on the Pcrfians : 

*' I \yill only detain you with a few remarks 
*' on that metaphyfical theology, which has 
«' been profefled immemorially by a numerous 
*' fe6t of Perjians and Hindus^ was carried in 
, '^ part into Greece, and prevails even now among 
'^ the learned Mujelmans, who fometimes avow 
*^ it without referve. The modern philofo- 
*^ phers of this perfuafion are called Sups, either 
" from the Greek word for a Jage, or from the 
^^ woollen mantle, which they ufed to wear in 
*^ fome provinces of Perfia : their fundamental 
'^ tenets are, that nothing exifts abfolutely but 
'^ God J that the human foul is an emanation 
*' from his effence, and, though divided for a 
** time from its heavenly fource, will be finally 
'^ re-united with it ; that the higheft pof- 
*^ fible happinefs will arife from its re-union, 
" and that the chief good of mankind, in this 
" tranfitory world, confifts in as perfect an union 
Y 3 « with 
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'' with the Eternal Spirit, as the incumbrances 
" of a mortal frame will allow." 

Afiatic Refearches, vol. ii. p. 62. 

The do6lrine of the Brahmans, concerning 
the nature of the foul, is delivered in The 
Bbagvat'Geeta : 

*' Thou grieveft for thofe who arc unworthy 
" to be lamented, whilft thy fcntiments are 
*' thofe of the wife men. The wife neither 
^' grieve for the dead nor for the living. I my- 
*' felf never was not, nor thou, nor all the 
" princes of the earth ; nor (hall we ever herc- 
'^ after ceafe to be. As the foul, in this mor- 
«^ tal frame, findeth infancy, youth, and old 
" age 5 fo, in fome future frame, will it find the 
** like. One who is confirmed in this belief^ is 
*^ not difturbed by any thing that may come to 
'^ pafs. The fenfibility of the faculties giveth 
" heat and cold, pleafure and pain ; which 
. '^ come and go, and are tranfient and incon- 
." ftant. Bear them with patience, O fon of 
*^ Bhar^^ ; for the wife man, whom thefe dif- 
" turb not, and to whom pain and pleafure are 
" the fame, is- formed for immortality. The 
" man, who believeth that it is the foul which 
*^ killeth, and he who thinketh that the foul 
" may be deftroycd, are both alike deceived i 

'' for 
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<* for it neither killeth, nor is it killed. It is 
'^ not a thing, of which a man may fay, it hath 
*' been, it is about to be, or is to be hereafter * 
*^ for it is a thing without birth 5 it is ancient, 
" conftant, and eternal, and is not to be de- 
*' ftroyed in this its mortal frame. How can a 
" man, who believeth that this thing is incor- 
** ruptible, eternal, inexhauftible, and without 
^^ birth, think that he can either kill or caufe it 
^^ to be killed ? As a man throweth away old 
*^ garments, and putteth on new, even fo the 
*^ foul, having quitted its old mortal frames, en- 
" tereth into others which are new. The wea- 
*' pon divideth it not, the fire burneth it not^ 
*' the water corrupteth it not, the wind dn^ ^ 
" it not away ; for it is indivifible, inconfum- 
*^ able, incorruptible, and is not to be dried 
" aways it is eternal, univerfal^ permanent, 
" immoveable -, it is invifible, inconceivable, 
" and unalterable -, therefore, believing it to be 
«' thus, thou fhpuldft not grieve." 

' X-efture 2d, Bhagat-Geeta, tranflated 
by Mr. Wilkins. 

In their difregard of the prefent life, their 

indifference for all things conneded with this 

ftatc of cxiftcnce, and their expedation of im- 

y 4 mortality. 
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mortality, the ancient Brachmans refcmbled their 
pofterity the modem Brihmans : 

nXus'fig Se avTOig tivui Xoyag ttboi Bavtm* 

arcfjLTiv KVO/zivcav Bivui* tov Ss davotrov yivitriv 
tig TOV ovTtag l3iov, tcoci tD^xifJLovx Toig (piXotro- 
(piijcrx(ri' ho T1J airKfiTCi wXeig'v ^^fjO'd'oci ir^o; 

TO BTOifAoBuvXTOV. OtyOcBoV Sb 71 KOCKOV [JLTiSbv UW 
TCOV (TVflGoUVOVTCaV uvB^coTToig. 

*' (Megafthencs fays,) they difcourfe much 
*' on death 5 for they think the life here prcfent 
" to be as the ftate of creatures fully conceived, 
" but death they confider as a birth to life really 
*^ fuch, a life happy to thofe who have ftudicd 
" wifdom : for this reafon they exercife them- 
*' felves in preparing for death. Of the events 
" which befall men, they hold that not one is 
'* either good or bad." 

Strabo, L. XV. p. 490. Ed. 1587. 

' That CoUeftion of Voyages and Travels, 
which was compiled by the laborious Purchas, 
and which led the way for fucceeding publica- 
tions of a fimilar kind, gives us this account of 
the x^fricans 6n the coaft of Guinea : 

" We afked them of their, beliefe, and what 
^^ opinion they had of divers thing? 3 as firft, 

« when 
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*' when they died, what became of their bodies 
*^ and fouls ? They made us anfwere, that the 
*^ body is dead, but they knew not what any 
^* refurrcftion at the latter day meant, as we 
*^ doe : but when they die they know that they 
*' goe into another world, but they know not 
*^ whither ; and that therein they di(Fer from 
*' brute beads, but they cannot tell you to what 
*' place they goe, whether under the earth or 
*^ up into heaven i but when they die, they 
" ufe to give the dead bodie fomething to carrie 
*^ with him, whereby it is to be marked that 
^' they beleeve that there is another life after 
*' this, and that there they have heed of fuch 
*^ things as they have here on earth." 

Part ad, Purchas's Pilgrims, L, vii. 
c. 2. § 4. p. 943. Ed. 1625, 

# 
*' They bind the dead bodie upon a planke, 
<^ and carry him to the grave, finging and leap- 
" ing : the bodie is carried by men, and the 
*^ women follow after one by one, about their 
** heads having a crowne or garland of ftraw, 
*^ and a ftafFe in their hands. All his goods, a$ 
*^ apparel, weapons, pots, bafons, tooles, fpades, 
** and fuch houfehold ftufFe, wherewith he earned 
*' his living, are carried to the grave, and buried 

« with 
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^* with hjm, which are fet round about the grave, 
" to ferve his turne withall in the other world, 
" as they did when he lived upon the earth/' 
Part 2. p. 961. Purchases Pilgr. L. vii. 
c, 2. § 6. 



*' For the King's death, more forrow is made 
" by fonie of the gentlemen, who in the king's 
** life ferved him ; when he is dead, fome give 
*^ him a flave to ferve him, and other men one of 
*^ their wives to wait on him and to drefs his meat; 
•^ others bring one of their fonnes to go with 
*' the king into the other world ; fo that there 
*^ are a number of people that are appointed to 
*' goe with the king to the other world ; which 
*' arc killed, and their heads cut off; but they 
" know nothing thereof, for fuch men and 
*' women ^ give them to the king when 
" he is dead, tell not them that they fliall 
** be put to death, to go into the other world 

" with the king. If any -of his wives loved 

" him intirely, they fuffer themfelves to be 
" killed with the reft, and are buried with 
*^ him, that they may reign together in the 
" other world." 

PuRCH. Pil L. vii. c. 2. § 6. p. 962. 



The 
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The circumftance of facrificing " wives and 
flaves at the funeral of any great perfonage, is 
confirmed by Edwards : 

" They tell me likewife, that whenever a 
*' confiderable man expires, feveral of his 
*^ wives, and a great number of his Qaves, arc 
" facrificed at his funeral. This is done, fay 
" they, that he may be properly attended in 
*' the next world. This circumftance has been 
" confirmed to me by every Gold Coaft Negro 
" that I have interrogated on the fubjeft, and 
*^ I have enquired of many," 

Edwards's Hiftory of the Weft Indies, 
B. iv. c. 3. p. 67, Ed. 1793. 

From Africa let the reader's attention be 
turned towards America : 

" With refped: to the other great doftrine of 
*^ religion, concerning the immortality of the 
*' foul, the fentiments of the Americans were 
*' more united: the human mind, even when 
^' leaft improved and invigorated by culture, 
*' (brinks from the thoughts of diffolution, 
** and looks forward, with hope and ex- 
" peftation, to a ftate of future exiftence, 
*' This fentiment, refulting from a fecret con- 
*' fcioufnefs of its own dignity, from an in- 
*' ftinftive longing after immortality, is univer- 

« fal. 
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" fal, and may be deemed natural • Upon this 
*' are founded the mod exalted hopes of man in 
** his highcft ftatc of improvement; nor has 
** nature withheld from him this foothingcoa- 
^* folation, in the moft early and rude period 
*^ of his progrefs. We can trace this opinion 
*^ from one extremity of America to the other. 
*' In fome regions, more faint and obfcure, in 
** others more perfetftly developed ; but no- 
** where unknown. The moft uncivilized of its 
*^ favage tribes do not apprehend death as the 
" extinftion of being. AH hope for a future 
*' and more happy ftate, where they fhall be 
" for ever exempt from the calamities which 
** embitter human life in its prefent condition. 
** As they imagine, that the dead begin their 
" career anew in the world whither they are 
*' gone, that they may not •enter upon it de- 
** fencelefs and unprovided, they bury with 
** them their bow, their arrows, and other 
« weapons qfcd in hunting or war; they dcpo- 
" fite in their tombs the fkins or fluffs of which 
" they make garments, Indian corn, manioc, 
" venifon, domeftic utenfils, and whatever is 
" reckoned among the neceffaries in their fimplc 
" mode of life." 

RoBERTSON*s Hiftory of America, B. iv. 
c. 7. p. 387. Ed. 1776. 

In 
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In the Decads of Peter Martyr there is a 
very ftriking and intercfting * paffage, much to 
the purpofe : 

" Dum ip littore (Cubse) rem divinam prse- 
«« feftus (Columbus) audiret, ecce prrmarium 
*^ quendam o^Sogcnarium, virum gravem, nee 
*' eo minus nudum, multis ilium comitanti- 
** bus. Hie, donee faci-a peragerentur admi- 
•^ ratus, ore oculifque intentus adfiftit: dehinc 
*' prarfefto caniftrum, quem manu gerebat 
" plenum patriae fruftibus, dono dedit : fc- 
" denfque apud eum per interpretem Didacunt 
*^ colonum, qui id idioma, cum propius ac- 
*• ceffiffent, intcUigebar, orationem habuit hu- 
" jufcemodi : 

*^ Terras omnes iftas haflenus tibi ignotas, 
" manu potenti te percurrifle, renunciatum 
« nobis fuit, populifque incolis metum noit 
*' mcdiocrem intuliffe. Quarc te hortor mo- 
•* neoquc, ut itinera duo, cum e corpore pro- 
" filiunt, animas habere fcias: tenebrofum 
" unum ac cetrumy his paratum, qui generi 
*^ huraano molefti infenfique funt: jucundum 
*^ alrud et deleftabile, illis ftatutum, qui pacem 
*^ et quietem gentium viventcs amarunt. St 

• For pointing out this paffage, my thanks are due to 
the HiHorian of the Weft Indies^ Bryan Edwards, l^fq. 

** igitur 



334 APPENDIX. 

** igitur te mortalem effe, et tinicoique pro 
'^ praefentibus operibus futura merita obfignata 
** mcmineris, neminem infeftabis." 

" Whilft the Admiral (Columbus) was hearing 
" divine fervice on the fhore (of Cuba), to his 
'* aftoniflimcnt, there came a chief about eighty 
*^ years old, a man refpeftable, yet naked, and 
*^ with him a large company of attendants. 
^* Struck with admiration, during the perforni- 
** ance of the religious ceremonies, he flood 
** filent, and with his eyes fixed: but when 
*^ they were concluded, he prefented to the 
** Admiral a balket filled with the fruits of his 
*^ country^ which he carried in his hand ; and 
" fitting down near him, by means of Dida- 
*' cus, an interpreter, who came from one of the 
** colonies, and who, upon near approach, under- 
" Hood that dialed, he fpake to chis effeft : 

" We have been told, that with your powcr- 
** ful army you have made a rapid progrcfs 
^' through all thofe lands, with which hercto- 
*^ fore you were unacquainted j and that you 
** have greatly terrified the people who inhabit 
** them. Know then, by my exhortation and 
" admonition, that for the fouls of men de- 
" parted from their bodies, there are two dif- 
*^ ferent ways of deftination ; the one dark and 
<« horrible, prepared for thofe who difturb and 

'< annoy 
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*« annoy mankind ; the other plcafant and dc- 
*' lightful, appointed for thofe who, during 
«« life, have loved the peace and tranquillity of 
«^ nations. If you will remember that you are 
«^ mortal, and that future retributions are rc- 
*• ftrved for every peffon, proportioned to 
** his prefent aftions, you will make no one 
" unhappy.'* 

B. iii. Dec. r. p. 43. Ed. 1574* 

From America let us pafs to the ifles in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

" We were able to learn but little of their 
*^ notions with regard to a future ftate. When- 
«* ever we afked them, whither the dead were 
*^ gone? we were always anfwered, that the 
*^ breath, which they appeared to confider as the 
'* foul, or immortal part, was gone to Eatooa ; 
** and on pufhing our inquiries farther, they 
" feemed to defcribe fome particular place, 
" where they imagined the abode of the deceafed 
** to be ; but we could not perceive, that they 
** thought, in this ftate, either rewards or punifti- 
*^ ments awaited them." 

Capt. King's Account of the Sandwich 
Iflands, Vol. iii. B. 5. c. 7. p. i63» 
Voyage to the Pacific Ocean. Ed. 17 85. 

«' They 
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*^ They have very proper fentiments about 
*' the immateriality and imnK>rtality (rf the 
" foul. They call it life, the living principle, 
*^ or, what is more agreeable to their notions 
" of it, an Otooa\ that is, a divinity, or 
" invifible being. They fay, that imm€(Jiatcly 
" upon death, the fouls of their chiefs feparatc 
*^ from their bodies, and go to a place called 
'^ ,Boolootoo i the chief, or god, of which is 
" Goolcbo, — As to the fouls of the lower fort 
*' of people, they undergo a fort of tranfmi- 
'* gration ; or, as they fay, are eat by a bird 
*^ called Coata^ which walks upon their graves 
" for that purpofe," 

Capt. Cook's Account of the Friendly Iflands, 
Vol, i. B. 2. c. II. p. 405. Voyag^ to the 
Pacific Ocean. Ed. 1785. 

" They believe the foul to be both immatc- 
^* rial and immortal. They fay, that it keeps 
" fluttering about the lips during the pangs of 
*' deaths and that then it afcends, and mixes with, 
*' or, as they cxprefs ic, is eaten by the Deity. 
" In this ftate it remains for fomc time ; after 
" which, it departs to a certain place deftined 
** for the reception of the fouls of men, where 
•* it cxifts in eternal night; or, as they fome- 
*^ times fay, in twilight, or dawn. They have 

«' no 
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«^ no idea of any permanent pSuriifhment after 

^^ ckath, for crimes^ that they have conitnitted 

*^ oh earrti; for the fouls of good and Of bad 

"* rtie'n are eat rndifcriminately by God. But 

«' they certainly- confider this coafition with the 

*^" Deity a?s a* kind of purrficatibii rtfcdefiary to be 

'^ urtdtrgone before thej^ enter affert of bJift." 

Mr. AN'DlEft^K's Acc6uYit of Otahdtc, 

B. iii» c. 9» p. 164, Vol. ii. Voyage 

toP,0. Ed. I785, 

Thus much for the faft, that expedations 
of future cxiftcnce have prevailed univerfally 
throughout the world. It appears indeed, 
that as to the manner of future cxiftence, 
the opinions of nw)ft.natian«^ have been cor- 
rupted by a mixture of abfurd mifconceptions ; 
and *that with regard to any ajfurance that the 
foul (ball be immortal, the utmojt point at 
which the foundcft reafoncrs could arrive^ was 
hut Jirong pr^umption on grounds of probability. 
Still, however, fince, either from fome prin- 
ciple inherent in man's conftitution, or from 
dedu(9:ion3 of rcafon, or from primitive tra- 
dition, the concurrent fenfe of mankind in 
general has uniformly been difpofed to adopt 
the idea of future exiftence ; and fince the idea 
itfelf ts of manifeft utility to the temporal and 
Z flioral ' 
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moral interefts of man in fociety; no one,^ 
through a nnoft culpable affedadon of fiogo- 
larity, can attempt refifting his tendency 03 ad- 
mit the idea, without oflFcnng vfclcB« 
natural propenfity of his tnindf nor cao-aoy 
one wijb the dodrine of retributimi in anotlKr 
life untrue, but for the criminal purpofe either 
of indulging victOQa appetites, or of -perfx- 
trating fome atrocious iniquity. '^,\ 
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By the fame Author. 

A Sermon preached in the Cathedral Church of Salif- 

bury, at the Triennial Vifitation of the Lord Bifliop 

ofif SanmijOn Thurfilay July 23, 1789; and pub- 

, Ji(bed by his Lordihip's cpmn^and. Printed for J, 

Burdon, Wincheftcr. 

A fierron preached bcfotc thcLHonourable Houfe of 
Commons, at the Churdi of St, Margaret, Weft- 
minfter, on Friday April 19, 17935 being the day 
appointed by his Majefty's Royal Proclaoiation, to 
be obferved as a day of folemn Fading and Humin 
liation. Printed for J, Walter, Charing Crofs^ 
London. 

Fart the Firft of an Introduction tp the Writing of 
Greek. Fifth Edition^ 

Part the Second of an iNTRODtcfiON to the Writing 
of Greek* Third Edition, 

Intcrpretatio IlowcjXn^ ^Irofja; Novi Methbdo Coiu* 
itru£ta. Second Edition. 

Mirotna Tiva Movorgopxa Metrica Quxdam Monollro- 
pnica. 

An Apology for the Monostrophics, ^hlch were 
publifhed in 1782, With a Secpnd Collcdion of 
Monostrophics. 

The five laft Articles are all printed for J. Burdon, 
Winchefter ; and fold by B. Law and Son, Avc- 
Maria-Lane, London. 
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